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President Donald Trump delivers his 
State of the Union address on Capitol 
Hill in Washington, as Vice President 
Mike Pence and Speaker of the House 
Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., watch Tuesday. 

Andrew Harnik/AP 


US says it won’t cede leadership of ISIS fight despite pullout 


By Matthew Lee 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — America will not 
cede leadership of the fight against the 
Islamic State, Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo said Wednesday, as he tried to 
allay fears that President Donald Trump’s 
decision to withdraw forces from Syria 
could imperil gains against the militants 
there and neighboring Iraq. 

Trump’s announcement in December 
shocked U.S. allies and led to the resigna¬ 


tions of Defense Secretary Jim Mattis and 
the top U.S. envoy to the anti-ISIS coali¬ 
tion, Brett McGurk. 

While the withdrawal would fulfill a 
Trump goal, U.S. military leaders have 
pushed back for months, arguing ISIS re¬ 
mains a threat and could regroup. U.S. pol¬ 
icy had been to keep troops in place until 
the extremists are completely eradicated. 
Fears that ISIS fighters are making a stra¬ 
tegic maneuver to lay low ahead of the U.S. 
pullout has fueled criticism that Trump 


telegraphed his military plans — the same 
thing he accused President Barack Obama 
of doing in Afghanistan. 

Pompeo told foreign ministers and se¬ 
nior officials from the 79-member, U.S.-led 
coalition that the planned withdrawal “is 
not a change in the mission” but a change 
in tactics against a group that should still 
be considered a menace. ISIS has lost more 
than 99 percent of the territory it once held 
in the two countries. 

“America will continue to lead in giving 


those who would destroy us no quarter,” 
Pompeo said. 

Even as he spoke, senior military official 
acknowledged to lawmakers that with the 
pullout, “it is going to be difficult to keep 
up the pressure.” Maj. Gen. James Heck- 
er, the vice director of operations for the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, told the House Armed 
Services Committee that “there will be a 
decrease in the amount of pressure that we 
will be able to apply.” 

SEE SYRIA ON PAGE 8 
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Army secretary seeks fewer moves, more jobs for spouses 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stripes and Stripes 

ARLINGTON, Va. — The 
Army wants to stabilize family 
life for soldiers by moving them 
less often and improving access 
to jobs for their working spous¬ 
es, the service’s top civilian said 
Tuesday. 

Army Secretary Mark Esper 
told a crowd of soldiers and their 
family members that he was 
crafting a variety of new poli¬ 
cies that he believes would bol¬ 
ster families, at least in part to 
improve the attractiveness of re¬ 
maining in the service for a long 
time. 

Those proposed initiatives 
include lengthening soldiers’ 
home-station tours at most instal¬ 
lations outside the U.S., quicken¬ 
ing the pace for hiring spouses 
to Army civilian jobs and reim¬ 
bursing spouses for fees incurred 
to update professional licenses in 


new locations. 

Esper said those policies would 
address some of the concerns sol¬ 
diers and family members have 
raised during his visits to instal¬ 
lations across the globe through 
his first 15 months in office. 

“We’re turning common 
themes into actions [and] ideas 
into directives to really help im¬ 
prove the welfare of our soldiers 
and our families,” he said during 
a family forum hosted by the 
Association of the United States 
Army at its headquarters in Ar¬ 
lington, Va. 

About 53 percent of soldiers 
are married and 43 percent have 
children, according to the Army. 

In order to retain soldiers, the 
service must take care of those 
family members, Esper said. It’s 
an issue the Army and the other 
military services have long strug¬ 
gled with — especially with spou¬ 
sal employment. 


A new report from the Nation¬ 
al Military Spouse Network re¬ 
leased Monday found military 
spouse unemployment was in¬ 
creasing, including a 28 percent 
military spouse unemployment 
rate in 2017. In addition, more 
than half of working military 
spouses were underemployed. 
The same study found 77 percent 
of military spouses reported their 
careers had been impacted nega¬ 
tively because of their status as 
servicemember’s spouses. 

“Choosing the life of a military 
spouse has, in turn, generally 
meant that the spouse must give 
up career aspirations of their own 
in lieu of their servicemember’s,” 
the report stated. 

Esper said some of his ini¬ 
tiatives should help curb those 
problems. He proposed stan¬ 
dardizing the typical amount of 
time that soldiers spend in their 
assignments across the U.S. and 


elsewhere to 36 months. Tours 
outside the continental U.S. are 
typically about 24 months. 

More so, Esper wants soldiers 
to understand they do not neces¬ 
sarily have to move locations to 
be promoted or improve their ca¬ 
reers. At least in part, he wants to 
stabilize families by encouraging 
soldiers to seek new assignments 
at their current locations, if they 
are pleased with their home life. 

“So, it’s OK to stay in one place 
for an extended period of time 
... as long as you are performing 
your role and it is value added to 
the Army,” Esper said. “Particu¬ 
larly if a spouse has a great job, 
doubly so if the kids are in great 
schools and are happy — we want 
as much as possible to reduce 
[permanent change of station] 
turmoil.” 

For soldiers who must move, 
Esper said he is working to im¬ 
prove hiring practices for jobs 


on Army installations and to 
streamline the process for spous¬ 
es in careers such as accounting, 
law, medicine and teaching who 
must recertify their credentials 
in their new locations. 

He said he is working to install 
a new policy that would reim¬ 
burse Army spouses for the fees 
they pay for their credentials in 
their new location. Esper also 
said he is pressuring Congress to 
adopt new legislation to simplify 
and standardize that credential- 
ing process. 

Another barrier to spousal 
employment, Esper said, is the 
Army’s lengthy hiring process. 
It takes the Army more than 
120 days, on average, to hire for 
on-post civilian jobs. Esper said 
he aims in the next two years to 
reduce that process to 60 days at 
most, which would increase the 
attractiveness of installation jobs, 
often filled by Army spouses. 


Lawmakers want full honors at Arlington for MoH recipients 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stripes and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — A biparti¬ 
san group of lawmakers is try¬ 
ing again to ensure all Medal of 
Honor recipients and prisoners of 
war are given full military hon¬ 
ors at Arlington National Ceme¬ 
tery in Virginia. 

Legislation introduced in the 
House on Wednesday would 
grant each a military band and 
a horse-drawn caisson — honors 
now reserved only for officers 
and servicemembers killed in 
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action. 

“Valor knows no rank,” Rep. 
Dan Crenshaw, R-Texas, said in 
a statement. “Providing full mil¬ 
itary honors is the least we can 
do for our prisoners of war and 
Medal of Honor recipients. This 
bill will rightfully recognize and 
honor their courageous service 
and sacrifices.” 

Along with Crenshaw, Reps. 
Jimmy Panetta, D-Calif.; Van 
Taylor, R-Texas; and Elaine 
Luria, D-Va., introduced the 
Full Military Honors Act. Sens. 


Tom Cotton, R-Ark.; Elizabeth 
Warren, D-Mass.; and Maggie 
Hassan, D-N.H., introduced iden¬ 
tical legislation in the Senate. A 
similar bill passed the Senate 
last year in the final days of the 
115th Congress, but it stalled in 
the House. 

Arlington officials said last 
year that the cemetery could 
barely keep up with the current 
demand for burials with full mil¬ 
itary honors. At the time, there 
was a seven- to nine-month wait 
for full honors. The 155-year-old 


cemetery averages about 30 buri¬ 
als each day. A standard burial 
includes a uniformed detail, the 
playing of taps and the folding 
and presenting of an American 
flag to family members. 

The family of Army Pvt. 1st 
Class Robert Fletcher, a Buffalo 
Soldier and former Korean War 
POW, spoke out about the issue 
after Fletcher was denied full 
military honors at Arlington. 

“My dad fought that war and 
lived the POW experience until 
the day he died ... and you’re 


going to sit there and tell my 
family that my dad can’t be bur¬ 
ied with full honors because he 
wasn’t and could never be an offi¬ 
cer?” his daughter, Kanda Fletch¬ 
er, said last year. “I don’t think it’s 
right.” 

When the Full Military Honors 
Act was introduced last Congress, 
Kanda Fletcher said: “We cannot 
change my father’s burial, but if I 
can make it easier for any still-liv¬ 
ing former POWs and their fami¬ 
lies when the time comes, I will 
do whatever it takes.” 
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Soldier who shot himself appeals 
Army's decision to deny benefits 


By Wyatt Olson 

Stars and Stripes 

Army Spc. Kevin Holyan ar¬ 
rived especially early at the 
Hopkinsville, Ky., home of his 
former barracks mate, who had 
been promoted to sergeant and 
was celebrating with a party 
that evening in April 2017. 

Holyan, a 22-year-old as¬ 
signed to an engineer battal¬ 
ion with the 101st Airborne 
Division at nearby Fort Camp¬ 
bell, kept his personally owned 
handgun at that friend’s house, 
and was eager to put on new 
grips he’d gotten for the gun. 
Army regulations did not allow 
Holyan to keep the .40-caliber 
Glock 23 at his base residence. 

Hours later, Holyan joking¬ 
ly raised the gun to his head, 
and believing it was unloaded, 
pulled the trigger and fired a 
bullet through his brain. He 
was rushed to a hospital where 
a note in his medical chart that 
evening offered a stark assess¬ 
ment: “Grave prognosis,” it 
said. “Likely fatal [injury].” 

Holyan survived, but today 
he cannot walk and is mental¬ 
ly impaired. He is in an Army 
Warrior Transition Unit and on 
his way to becoming a civilian. 
He is not expected to be able to 
work again. 

The original investigating 
officer for the case determined 
the injury to be “in the line 
of duty,” which would entitle 
Holyan to Army benefits, such 
as a $100,000 traumatic group 
life insurance payment and a 
medical retirement. The Ar¬ 
my’s determination will influ¬ 
ence the decision by the Vet¬ 


erans Administration whether 
Holyan will receive disability 
compensation. 

The “line of duty” determina¬ 
tion is an administrative process 
used by military branches to 
determine a servicemember’s 
duty status when an illness, dis¬ 
ability or death occurs. Certain 
acts of misconduct result in a 
negative determination. 

The investigator’s original 
determination in Holyan’s case, 
however, was overturned by the 
101st Airborne Division’s com¬ 
mander and then ratified by 
Army Human Resources Com¬ 
mand. 

Now, a law firm representing 
Holyan has appealed that find¬ 
ing, arguing that the first in¬ 
vestigating officer had it right: 
while Holyan was negligent in 
his handling of the gun, his ac¬ 
tions did not rise to the level of 
deliberate misconduct. 

“The situation in this case is 
procedurally concerning be¬ 
cause the investigating officer 
who conducted the report and 
had actual knowledge from the 
witnesses — and did a full ho¬ 
listic assessment — actually 
agreed with our opinion,” said 
Sean Timmons, an attorney 
with Tully Rinckey who rep¬ 
resents Holyan. 

“Absent supporting evidence 
of deliberate misconduct, the 
default rule is that simple neg¬ 
ligence alone is not sufficient to 
negate the presumption of in the 
line of duty,” said Timmons, a 
former Army captain and judge 
advocate at Fort Hood. “That 
presumption was made by the 
initial investigating officer.” 

The Army maintains that its 


determination was warrant¬ 
ed because it says Holyan was 
intoxicated when the shooting 
happened. 

In an April memo to the 101st 
Airborne commander, the chief 
of Fort Campbell’s Adminis¬ 
trative and Civil Law Division 
wrote: “Evidence exists to show 
SPC Holyan abused intoxicat¬ 
ing liquor and voluntarily be¬ 
came intoxicated.” 

“A reasonable and prudent 
person would not handle a 
firearm while intoxicated and 
would not put a firearm to his 
head and pull the trigger, even 
thinking it was unloaded,” said 
the memo, a redacted version 
of which was provided to Stars 
and Stripes by Tully Rinckey. 

The memo said Holyan’s 
blood-alcohol level was .178 
percent according to a test tak¬ 
en at the hospital in which he 
was treated. The Uniform Code 
of Military Justice assumes an 
individual is impaired to oper¬ 
ate vehicles and vessels at a .10 
blood-alcohol level. 

Queried by Stars and Stripes, 
101st Airborne spokesman Lt. 
Col. Martin O’Donnell said it 
would be “inappropriate” to 
comment on the case because 
the Army is still reviewing it. 

Holyan’s attorneys dispute 
the accuracy of the blood-alco¬ 
hol test, pointing out in their ap¬ 
peal that it was done by medical 
personnel for treatment pur¬ 
poses and that Holyan had been 
liberally swabbed with medical 
alcohol wipes and cleansers 
that contaminated the measure¬ 
ment. 

The two sides, however, do 
not dispute the key moments of 


what happened the evening of 
April 17, 2017. 

After Holyan showed off the 
alterations to his gun, it was put 
away, and the guests continued 
to eat, drink and converse, ac¬ 
cording to witness statements. 

But the handgun reappeared 
later in the evening as a group 
of people was gathered around 
the kitchen table, and the gun 
ended up back in Holyan’s 
hands. 

Holyan was the butt of some 
good-natured ribbing, and he 
then said something to the ef¬ 
fect of, “I should just kill my¬ 
self.” He put the gun to his head 
and pulled the trigger, assum¬ 
ing it was unloaded. 

“The investigation was un¬ 
able to determine who may 
have placed [the round] there, 
unfortunately,” Timmons said. 
“Everybody swore it was emp¬ 
ty.” 

Timmons argues that given 
the chain of events that evening, 
Holyan might have shot himself 
while laughing at a joke even if 
no alcohol had been present at 
the party at all. 

“Was it stupid, reckless? Yes,” 
he said. “We’re acknowledging 
it was a bad decision, but a bad 
decision is the very definition of 
negligence, not intentional mis¬ 
conduct.” 

The office of the Secretary of 
the Army will review the ap¬ 
peal, with the ultimate decision 
made by the Army Human Re¬ 
sources Command at Fort Knox, 
Timmons said. 


No injuries 
reported in 
Navy ship 
collision 

By Caitlin M. Kenney 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Two ships 
collided off the southeastern 
coast of the U.S. on Tuesday 
evening during a training exer¬ 
cise, causing only minor dam¬ 
age to the ships and no injuries 
to personnel. 

The USS Leyte Gulf, a guid- 
ed-missile cruiser, and the 
USNS Robert E. Peary, a dry 
cargo ship, were conducting a 
replenishment-at-sea when the 
sterns touched about 4 p.m. 
EDT, according to a statement 
by U.S. Fleet Forces Command. 

A command spokeswoman 
would confirm only that the col¬ 
lision happened off the south¬ 
eastern coast. U.S. Naval Insti¬ 
tute News is reporting that the 
incident happened off the coast 
of Florida. 

The ships were able to oper¬ 
ate safely afterward, according 
to the statement. The damage 
will be assessed at Naval Sta¬ 
tion Mayport in Jacksonville, 
Fla., the spokeswoman said. 
The Leyte Gulf is set to pull into 
port Wednesday, joining the 
Peary, which already arrived. 

The damage to the Peary was 
an 8-inch gash above the wa¬ 
terline, and the Leyte Gulf had 
minor damage to its flight-deck 
netting and two lifeboats dis¬ 
lodged, the U.S. Naval Institute 
News reported Tuesday. None 
of the ships took on water. 

The ships were participating 
in a Composite Training Unit 
Exercise as part of the Abra¬ 
ham Lincoln Carrier Strike 
Group for a future deployment, 
the spokeswoman said. 

The training exercise “just 
makes sure that they can work 
cohesively together,” she said. 

The collision will be inves¬ 
tigated by U.S. Fleet Forces 
Command and Military Sealift 
Command, according to the 
statement. 


Airman, 23, found dead in parking lot in Alaska 


Stars and Stripes 

An airman was found dead in a parking 
lot in North Pole, Alaska, Eielson Air Force 
Base officials said Tuesday. 

Senior Airman Elijah Evans, 23, was 
found dead on Monday, according to an 
Air Force statement, though where he was 
found is unclear. The Air Force said it was 
a restaurant parking lot, while North Pole 
police quoted by KTVF News of Fairbanks 
said he was found at the Gorilla Fireworks 


parking lot. 

The circumstances surrounding the inci¬ 
dent are under investigation by the North 
Pole police and other local authorities, but 
foul play is not suspected, according to the 
Air Force statement. 

The statement did not say if the airman 
was in a vehicle when he was found. 

“We are heartbroken to have lost a 
valued member of our team yesterday,” 
Col. Benjamin Bishop, 354th Fighter Wing 


commander, said in the statement. “Eiel¬ 
son considers itself a family and the loss 
of Elijah is felt by each of us deeply. Our 
thoughts and prayers go out to his fami¬ 
ly and are with all those affected by this 
tragedy.” 

Evans was assigned to the 354th Logis¬ 
tics Readiness Squadron at Eielson, and 
hailed from Waldorf, Md. He joined the Air 
Force on May 10, 2016, according to the 
statement. 


Japan cancels port call in South Korea as relations with neighbor remain tense 


By Hana Kusumoto 

Stars and Stripes 

TOKYO — Japan’s Defense 
Ministry announced Tuesday 
that it will cancel a port call 
in South Korea amid tense 
relations between the two 
countries. 

Japan Maritime Self-Defense 
Force ships, including the 


helicopter carrier JS Izumo, 
planned to anchor in Busan in 
April before participating in a 
multilateral exercise as part 
of the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations Defense Minis¬ 
ters’ Meeting. 

“It is important to participate 
in the maritime exercise ... 
from the perspective of main¬ 


taining and enhancing the free 
and open Indo-Pacific,” minis¬ 
try spokesman Hajime Aoyagi 
told reporters Tuesday. 

“It is important to respond in a 
way for Japan-South Korea rela¬ 
tions to progress constructively,” 
he said. “We have decided that 
[canceling the port visit] was the 
most appropriate response.” 


Japan and South Korea have 
been in a dispute over whether 
a South Korean navy destroyer 
directed its fire-control radar 
at a Japanese P-1 patrol air¬ 
craft in December. 

In January, South Korea 
demanded an apology over 
JMSDF patrol aircraft repeat¬ 
edly conducting threatening, 


low-altitude flights over South 
Korean ships. 

South Korea’s Ministry of 
National Defense said last 
week that it will postpone the 
visit to Japan by the command¬ 
er of the South Korean navy’s 
First Fleet scheduled this 
month, according to a Kyodo 
News report. 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 

Report ISIS responsible for most Iraq, Syria attacks 


By Edith M. Lederer 

Associated Press 

UNITED NATIONS — International 
terrorist groups carried out more attacks 
in Iraq and Syria in the last six months of 
2018 than in any other country, and Islamic 
State extremists were primarily to blame, 
according to a new U.N. report circulated 
Wednesday. 

U.N. experts said in the report to the 
Security Council that ISIS and its affili¬ 
ates "continue to pose the main and best- 
resourced international terrorist threat, 
while al-Qaida remains resilient and active 
in many regions and retains the ambition to 
project itself more internationally." 

Even though ISIS's territorial losses in 
Iraq and Syria "have forced the group to 
abandon notions of controlling a geographi¬ 
cal so-called 'caliphate' for the near future," 
the experts said its leaders continue to ad¬ 
vance this aspiration in statements and on¬ 
line propaganda. 

The panel of experts said ISIS "has not yet 
been defeated" in Syria — contrary to U.S. 
President Donald Trump's declaration of 
victory over the militant group in the coun¬ 
try in December and announcement that 
all 2,000 U.S. troops would be pulled out of 
Syria. 

ISIS fighters remain under "intense mili¬ 
tary pressure" in their stronghold in eastern 
Syria, the experts said, but have "shown a 
determination to resist and the capability to 
counter-attack." 

U.N. member states, who were not identi¬ 
fied, estimate the number of ISIS militants 


active in Iraq and Syria at between 14,000 
and 18,000, the experts said. 

This includes between 3,000 and 4,000 in 
the only remaining ISIS-held territory in 
Syria in the Middle Euphrates River valley 
near the Iraqi border, around the town of 
Hajin, they said. 

The experts said the al-Qaida affiliated 
group Hayat Tahrir al-Sham — estimated 
by one U.N. member state to have approxi¬ 
mately 20,000 fighters in Idlib province 
which is the last major opposition-held 
stronghold — "remains the largest terrorist 
group in the country." But another al-Qaida 
affiliated group, Hurras Al-Deen, "is steadi¬ 
ly growing and attracting fighters disillu¬ 
sioned with HTS," they said. 

In Iraq, the experts said member states 
report that the threat comes not only from 
ISIS remnants in the country but from ISIS 
fighters crossing the border from Syria. 

In mid-2018, they said ISIS successfully 
operated checkpoints in northern Iraq from 
which it ambushed Iraqi forces operating in 
the area. 

ISIS cells in Iraq "engage in activities 
aimed at undermining government author¬ 
ity, creating a sense of lawlessness, hamper¬ 
ing societal reconciliation and increasing 
the financial burden of reconstruction and 
counter-terrorism," the experts said. "Such 
activities include kidnapping for ransom, 
targeted assassinations of local leaders and 
attacks against government utilities and 
services." 

Here are the experts' assessments of 
threats posed by ISIS and al-Qaida in other 


regions: 

■ Arabian Peninsula: "Member states 
assess that Al-Qaida in the Arabian Penin¬ 
sula is confined to Yemen, where it is under 
sustained pressure from military strikes 
against many of its leaders." Despite the 
pressure, the extremist group "remains re¬ 
silient" and "is assessed to have recovered 
from the losses, reorganized and man¬ 
aged to shelter its elements among local 
communities." 

■ North Africa: In the last six months of 
2018, ISIS expanded its area of operations in 
Libya and "continues to represent a substan¬ 
tial threat, both locally and to neighboring 
countries." ISIS increasingly resorts to "hit- 
and-run operations" out of several points of 
concentration and "frequently raided and 
held inner-town police stations in shows 
of strength and to secure arms." ISIS also 
carried out attacks against the National Oil 
Corporation headquarters in Libya's capital 
Tripoli in September and against the Ma- 
bruk oil field in November. 

■ West Africa: An al-Qaida-linked co¬ 
alition known as JNIM "remains the lead¬ 
ing and most dangerous terrorist group in 
the Sahel" as well as one of the extremist 
group's "most successful" affiliates. "JNIM 
maintains an asymmetric strategy" involv¬ 
ing three types of attacks: frequent simple 
attacks using small arms or improvised ex¬ 
plosive devices; more elaborate attacks com¬ 
bining small arms and IEDs, which are less 
frequent; and complex attacks with many 
combatants, indirect fire and several IEDs. 

■ East Africa: The militant group Al- 


Shabab based in Somalia "remains a stra¬ 
tegic al-Qaida affiliate, demonstrating 
resilience" and cooperating with Al-Qaida 
in the Arabian Peninsula. "It retains a large 
number of fighters with the capability to 
conduct high-impact attacks resulting in a 
large number of casualties and destruction 
of infrastructure." Al-Shabab is "financially 
self-sufficient." 

■ Europe: ISIS still poses "a significant 
threat in Europe despite its diminished abil¬ 
ity to direct attacks." There have been fewer 
"lone actor" attacks in Europe recently, 
which suggests ISIS' "ability even to inspire 
such attacks may be declining." But commu¬ 
nications have recently restarted between 
ISIS command and individuals in Europe. 

■ Central and South Asia: ISIS "is seek¬ 
ing to expand its area of activity in Central 
Asia and has called for terrorist attacks 
targeting public gatherings, primarily in 
the Ferghana valley" which spreads across 
eastern Uzbekistan, southern Kyrgyzstan 
and northern Tajikistan. ISIS claimed re¬ 
sponsibility for killing four foreign cyclists 
in Tajikistan last July. In Afghanistan, ISIS 
strongholds are in the east and its strength 
is estimated at between 2,500 and 4,000 
militants. 

■ Southeast Asia: While the last six 
months of 2018 "saw relatively few success¬ 
ful attacks," Southeast Asian countries "as¬ 
sess the ongoing terrorist threat to be high," 
particularly from ISIS and al-Qaida affili¬ 
ated groups. 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 

CENTCOM faces questions over Saudi-led Yemen campaign 


By Howard Altman 

Tampa Bay (Fla.) Times 

During a U.S. Senate hearing 
on Central Command’s military 
operations, Sen. Elizabeth War¬ 
ren pressed its top leader for 
details about American support 
for the controversial Saudi-led 
bombing campaign in Yemen. 

Air Force tanker jets and crews 
— some from MacDill Air Force 
Base, Fla. — have taken part in 
those missions by refueling Saudi 
coalition aerial attacks against 
Houthi rebels. 

Warren was questioning Army 
Gen. Joseph Votel, who leads 
CENTCOM from its MacDill 
headquarters. 

But the question that CENT¬ 
COM and Air Force officials at 
MacDill and in Qatar say they 
cannot answer is how many air¬ 
craft or airmen from the Tampa 
base have taken part in the Saudi 
campaign in Yemen — a cam¬ 
paign whose civilian casualties 
have brought international appro¬ 
priation to Saudi Arabia and its 
coalition partners. 

Since 2016, the Tampa Bay 
Times has repeatedly asked of¬ 
ficials from CENTCOM, the 6th 
Air Mobility Wing at MacDill 
and U.S. Air Forces Central Com¬ 
mand, which oversees CENT- 


COM’s air operations, about what 
role the Tampa refueling wings 
have played in the bombing 
campaign. 

Officials have repeatedly an¬ 
swered that they do not track that 
level of detail. 

Warren did not specifically ad¬ 
dress MacDill’s role in Tuesday’s 
hearing. But she did ask ques¬ 
tions about the overall U.S. role in 
the ongoing bombing campaign. 

“The New York Times report¬ 
ed that personnel assigned to 
the coalition’s headquarters in 
Saudi Arabia readily had access 
to a database that detailed every 
airstrike or target, and a brief de¬ 
scription of the attack,” said War¬ 
ren, a Massachusetts Democrat 
and 2020 presidential candidate. 

Then she asked Votel: “So does 
this database exist?” 

“Today, we do have a database 
that does have that information,” 
Votel said. “We have the ability 
to see that.” Air Force refueling 
missions were scrubbed by the 
Pentagon in November at the re¬ 
quest of the Saudis in the wake 
of humanitarian concerns about 
civilian casualties. But the U.S. 
still provides limited intelligence 
and sells weapons and munitions 
to coalition nations. 

More than 6,600 civilians 


have been killed and more than 
10,000 wounded since the start 
of the Saudi campaign in Yemen 
in 2015, according to a recent 
U.N. report, which suggests the 
campaign may be violating the 
rules of war and thus resulting in 
higher casualties than have been 
reported. 

The report, conducted by the 
U.N.’s Group of Regional and In¬ 
ternational Eminent Experts on 
Yemen, “strongly suggests that 
parties to the armed conflict 
have perpetrated, and continue to 
perpetrate, violations and crimes 
under international law,” accord¬ 
ing to a statement released in 
August. 

A coalition of Sunni nations 
including the United Arab Emir¬ 
ates and others have been fight¬ 
ing to support Yemeni President 
Abd-Rabbu Mansour Hadi, oust¬ 
ed from the capital Sanaa by the 
Iran-aligned Houthis in 2015. But 
during that campaign, Saudi-led 
airstrikes on residential areas, 
markets, funerals, weddings and 
other civilian concentrations 
have sparked global outrage and 
increased pressure on the Pen¬ 
tagon to reduce — and even cur¬ 
tail — support for the Saudi-led 
campaign. 

MacDill has several links to 


that conflict because it contains 
several headquarters, including 
CENTCOM and Special Opera¬ 
tions Command Central, which 
oversees commando operations 
in the region. It is also home to 
the crews and aircraft of the 6th 
Air Mobility Wing and the 927th 
Air Refueling Wing. Both are de¬ 
ployed to the A1 Udeid Airbase in 
Qatar to take part in missions in 
the CENTCOM region, which in¬ 
cludes the Yemen conflict. 

They are also intermingled 
with other wings from across the 
Air Force, so tracking how often 
MacDill crews have taken part 
in the Saudi effort is difficult. In 
addition, the United States is con¬ 
ducting a separate counterterror¬ 
ism campaign against al-Qaida 
and an element of the Islamic 
State in Yemen. 

Warren’s questions Tuesday 
followed her letter sent the day 
before to Votel asking for details 
about the level of Air Force par¬ 
ticipation in the coalition attacks 
in Yemen. Warren asked Votel 
to tell her, among other things, 
whether CENTCOM logged tail 
numbers of the Air Force tankers 
and whether each country was in¬ 
voiced correctly. 

Votel said he would provide a 
response to those questions. 


Last month, the Pentagon’s In¬ 
spector General began an audit to 
examine how the Pentagon is re¬ 
paid by partner nations for refuel¬ 
ing efforts. That audit will include 
a visit to CENTCOM headquar¬ 
ters at MacDill. It comes after the 
Pentagon announced in Decem¬ 
ber that because of accounting 
errors, it failed to bill Saudi Ara¬ 
bia and the United Arab Emirates 
$331 million between April 2015 
to Nov. 11, 2018, for fuel and refu¬ 
eling services. 

Votel was also asked by U.S. 
Sen. Richard Blumenthal, 
D-Conn., about the status of that 
repayment. 

“They have given us every in¬ 
dication that they will meet the 
requirements for reimbursement 
we have asked for,” the general 
said. 

In his opening statement, Votel 
said he still supports American 
support of the Saudi effort. 

“Certainly it is a very signif¬ 
icant humanitarian disaster in 
Yemen,” the general said. “But 
I do believe departing from our 
partners there removes the lever¬ 
age that we have to continue to 
influence them, which I think we 
have used in a positive manner, 
and I think it further endangers 
Americans in the region.” 
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Parents question no-touch school policy 


By Joshua Karsten 

Stars and Stripes 

MANAMA, Bahrain - A strict 
“no touching’’ rule that went into 
effect last week at Bahrain El¬ 
ementary School has kept grade- 
schoolers from giving each other 
hugs and high-fives, prompting 
some parents to question the 
policy. 

Some parents shared their frus¬ 
trations online last week in an in¬ 
formal questionnaire that’s been 
sent to administrators. But school 
officials insist that the temporary 
rule is a step toward developing a 
comprehensive policy that allows 
some forms of physical contact. 

Friction over the policy un¬ 
derscores a broader debate over 
several years in U.S. schools re¬ 
garding both children’s rights 

- a concept steeped in United 
Nations conventions that calls 
for children’s mental, physical 
and psychological security - and 
how children learn and develop 
through physical contact. 

In Bahrain, the new rule ban¬ 
ning things like games of tag and 
hand-holding and its punishment 

— brief timeouts — was outlined 
for students at an assembly on 
Jan. 30. It’s a response to “fre¬ 
quent incidences with children 
touching, pushing and such to one 


another” at recess, an email sent 
to parents the same day said. 

“For example, the game of tag 
often gets rough or children don’t 
realize how their tap is interpret¬ 
ed as a push,” Penelope Miller- 
Smith, who is in her first year as 
the school’s principal, said in the 
email. “While many of these in¬ 
cidences are not intentional, chil¬ 
dren are being hurt or feel like 
they are being hurt.” 

Matt Hansen, father of a fifth- 
grader, attended the assembly and 
said he understands why the No 
Body Contact, or NBC rule, came 
about. He saw recess behavior get 
“out of hand” last semester, he 
said. 

“It was becoming difficult for 
the monitors,” Hansen said in 
an email. “My hope is that this 
new NBC rule can be a tempo¬ 
rary measure that will help the 
children better understand the 
concept of personal space, and 
eventually the rule can be phased 
out.” 

Other parents were caught off¬ 
guard after learning of the policy 
only via email or from their chil¬ 
dren after the assembly. 

“It came out of nowhere,” said 
Carmen Sunderland, mother of a 
fourth-grader and a kindergarten 
student. “I send my kids to school 


to learn — and recess is part of it 
— how to play, socialize the right 
way and help them make right 
choices while playing.” 

Those lessons are part of a 
longer-term plan, Miller-Smith 
told Stars and Stripes in an email. 
The new rule is not designed to be 
permanent nor will it be a “never 
touch” policy, she said, but is the 
first part of a larger initiative 
to “help reduce touching that is 
hurtful, unwanted and in some in¬ 
stances misunderstood.” 

Such rules are a typical re¬ 
sponse at Department of Defense 
Education Activity and stateside 
schools, Miller-Smith has told 
parents. Miller-Smith, a career 
educator, said she’s often seen cy¬ 
clical increases in rough play in 
the long stretches of the second 
semester. 

“The pattern repeats itself 
for me annually in almost all 
schools,” she said. 

Her plan calls for teachers to 
discuss the issue with the students 
in coming weeks, using picture 
books, group discussions, class 
lessons and other activities to help 
develop a policy on appropriate 
physical contact, such as helping 
someone up after a fall, giving a 
hug or a high-five, the principal 
said. She’s participated in similar 


efforts in the past and has seen 
“great success,” she said. 

A 50-page student-parent hand¬ 
book at the school had already 
prohibited horseplay, fighting and 
shoving on school grounds and 
buses, but Miller-Smith told par¬ 
ents that the lack of “a common 
and simple definition” for what’s 
allowed makes enforcement dif¬ 
ficult. The NBC rule is meant to 
eliminate misunderstandings and 
keep play from getting out of con¬ 
trol, she said. 

Though her email to parents de¬ 
scribed it as barring “any touch¬ 
ing to peers,” Miller-Smith told 
Stars and Stripes the new rule 
isn’t meant to discourage cour¬ 
tesy and kindness, like shaking 
hands or offering help to others. 

But Theresa Tamash’s daugh¬ 
ter, a third-grader, was upset at 
what she saw as a ban against 
hugging her friends, Tamash said. 
The 8-year-old explained the pol¬ 
icy to her mother after the school 
assembly. 

Tamash created an online ques¬ 
tionnaire that garnered 47 anony¬ 
mous responses in two days — 30 
of them opposed to the new rule 
— a share of the parents of the 
300 enrolled K-5 students at the 
school. 

“A lot of people said, T don’t like 


it,”’ Tamash said. “I was hoping to 
give those parents an opportunity 
to share their opinion.” 

The survey also allowed par¬ 
ents to suggest alternatives, 
such as adding more playground 
monitors or focusing efforts on 
children who are misbehaving 
rather than making a blanket 
policy, Tamash said. For her part, 
Tamash has volunteered to help 
at the school, but she said she’s 
never been asked to assist during 
lunch or recess. 

“No one’s ever said, ‘We need 
more help on the playground ... 
We need more eyes in the cafete¬ 
ria,”’ she said. 

Tamash sent the parent re¬ 
sponses to her questionnaire to 
the school on Monday and Miller- 
Smith said she planned to talk 
with her. But the principal stood 
by the rule, saying she’d received 
positive feedback from others. 

While he favors the policy and 
sent a note to Miller-Smith saying 
he understands why it’s needed, 
Hansen said in his email to the 
school that the NBC rule has 
drawbacks. 

“I have to be honest with you 
and let you know that our son 
misses being able to play tag and 
‘cops and robbers’ during recess,” 
he wrote. 


New respirator would make US-led exercise focuses on 
fuel tank inspections safer maritime crime off Africa 


By William Howard 

Stars and Stripes 

RAF MILDENHALL, England — Main¬ 
tenance crews may soon have a safer way to 
inspect fuel tanks and tight crawl spaces in¬ 
side tanker planes, instead of just knocking 
around in the dark. 

A respirator mask idea conceived by Mia 
Tobitt and Master Sgt. William Bell, of the 
100th Air Refueling Wing, was announced 
as one of six finalists out of 320 submissions 
in the Air Force-wide Spark Tank 2019 com¬ 
petition, where airmen pitch their ideas like 
an entrepreneur would to a venture capital 
firm. 

Their idea adds audio communication and 
video feedback to the full-face respirator 
mask used by mechanics while checking the 
insides of aerial refueling planes. Two-way 
communication would boost safety while 
saving time and money for the Air Force, 
Tobitt said. 

“KC-135 airmen spent 33,000 hours in 
fuel tanks last year and that’s a highly ex¬ 
plosive and highly dangerous environment 
they’re in,” said Tobitt, a continuous process 
improvement manager for the squadron. “If 
we can cut down just one of those trips in 
and out per job, you’d being looking at thou¬ 
sands of man-hours that could be saved. 

“If we were to extrapolate that across the 
entire air fleet, because there’s no reason 
this couldn’t be used on other airframes, 
then it seems logical that there could be re¬ 
ally significant savings.” 

With the integrated communications 
respirator, mechanics will be able to have 
an immediate conversation with their su¬ 
pervisor, instead of knocking on metal to 
communicate. 


“It’s extremely ineffective and it could 
take you 20 minutes to crawl back into the 
hole you need to be at and realize you’re 
not sure what part to inspect,” Bell said. 
“What would take us five seconds in a nor¬ 
mal conversation, then they waste another 
20 minutes crawling back out, getting the 
information they need and crawl back in be¬ 
cause most of these spaces two people can’t 
go in together.” 

The constant video feedback will also alert 
colleagues outside in case of an emergency. 

“If something were to go wrong in the 
tank it could be quite a few minutes before 
the attendant even finds out,” Bell said. “I’ve 
spent many 12-hour shifts inside of a tank 
and I remember times when I wouldn’t talk 
to somebody for two hours or three hours at 
a time.” 

Tobitt and Bell said they’ve already been 
approached by other Air Force units but 
are still putting together the first working 
prototype. 

“All of this technology exists separate¬ 
ly but the biggest hurdle is right now we 
haven’t found a company that’s consolidated 
it all into a single unit,” Bell said. “Because 
it goes into hazardous environments it has to 
be intrinsically safe.” 

Tobitt and Bell are preparing to appear 
before a board of Air Force senior leaders at 
the Air Force Association Air Warfare Sym¬ 
posium on Feb. 28 in Orlando, Fla., where 
they will compete for a championship cup to 
display at their unit. 

All six Spark Tank finalists will a receive 
funding and other resources to implement 
their innovations, according to the Air 
Force. 


By Scott Wyland 

Stars and Stripes 

A U.S.-led exercise is helping East African 
and Indian Ocean nations combat maritime 
crime, while building a stronger coalition 
amid competition for influence in the region. 

Cutlass Express brought together 15 
countries to improve cooperation in policing 
waters plagued by drug smuggling, human 
trafficking, illegal fishing and other crimes 
that fund violent extremists and cause suf¬ 
fering in the region, officials said. 

As part of the exercise hosted by U.S. Af¬ 
rica Command and Naval Forces Europe 
and Africa, navies worked together to spot, 
raid and search participating ships during 
simulations near Djibouti, Mozambique and 
Seychelles. 

The exercise, set to end Thursday, is one 
of three regional drills meant to strengthen 
collaborative policing in seas surround¬ 
ing Africa, along with Obangame Express 
in West Africa and Phoenix Express in the 
Mediterranean. 

“The security of those waters is very im¬ 
portant to all of us,” said Adm. James Foggo, 
head of the Navy’s Europe and Africa com¬ 
mand, at a December conference in Naples, 
Italy. “What we’re trying to do is assist our 
African partners and friends with maintain¬ 
ing that maritime security.” 

Boosting cooperative policing is impor¬ 
tant in East Africa, where major sea lanes 
between Europe and Asia pass, said Chris¬ 
topher Jasparro, national security affairs 
professor at the Naval War College. 

Extremist threats are ongoing in Somalia 
and across the Gulf of Aden in Yemen, and 
drug smugglers often transit the region’s 
waters on their way to Europe with Afghan 
heroin, he said. 


But, in recent months, the Pentagon has 
signaled its plans to shift its focus in Africa 
from counterterrorism missions to near¬ 
peer competition in an effort to counter Bei¬ 
jing and Moscow. 

While China’s efforts to gain a foothold in 
East Africa have garnered attention, Russia, 
Turkey, Saudi Arabia and the Gulf States are 
also becoming major players in the region, 
Jasparro said. 

For example, Russia is trying to increase 
its access to the Red Sea and Turkey’s larg¬ 
est overseas military base is in Somalia. 
That makes it crucial for the U.S. and its al¬ 
lies to bolster their presence there, including 
through military exercises, he said. 

“The geopolitical, economic environment 
is becoming more crowded and complicat¬ 
ed,” Jasparro said. “They (exercises) help 
us build influence with the countries in the 
region.” 

Countries participating in Cutlass Ex¬ 
press this year alongside the U.S. are Cana¬ 
da, Comoros, Djibouti, France, India, Kenya, 
Madagascar, Mauritius, Mozambique, Por¬ 
tugal, Seychelles, Somalia, Tanzania, and 
the Netherlands. 

Military leaders say the exercise has 
evolved since its inception almost a decade 
ago as African nations have improved their 
technology and participants have learned to 
better communicate and work together. 

Last week, servicemembers from several 
of the participating services, including the 
U.S. Navy, U.S. Coast Guard, Indian navy 
and Royal Netherlands Marines, trained 
dozens of students in boarding, search and 
seizure techniques, including close-quarters 
combat, medical preparedness and search 
and detainment procedures, the U.S. Navy 
said in a release. 
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Navy revises rules in wake of linguist's death 


By Claudia Grisales 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON - Navy offi¬ 
cials said they have made several 
changes to a flawed commission¬ 
ing and waiver process that led to 
the deployment of a linguist killed 
in Syria last month. 

Navy Chief Petty Officer Shan¬ 
non Kent, a 35-year-old mother of 
two, was killed Jan. 16 by a sui¬ 
cide bomber at a restaurant in the 
Syrian city of Manbij. It was her 
fifth combat tour. 

Last fall, Kent was slated to at¬ 
tend a clinical psychology doctor¬ 
al program in lieu of the deploy¬ 
ment. But the Navy reversed the 
move because she previously had 
cancer, rejected her waiver appli¬ 
cations and she received orders to 
deploy to Syria instead. 

She was killed less than two 
months later. 

“I have reviewed and discussed 
every aspect of the policies and 
processes in place during Shan¬ 
non’s application to become a 
clinical psychologist,” Adm. Wil¬ 
liam Moran, vice chief of naval 
operations, wrote in a Feb. 5 letter 
to the Kent family. “There were 
many shortcomings in Shannon’s 
case, mainly in our communica¬ 
tions throughout and in funda¬ 
mental flaws in our waiver and 
appeal process -1 offer no excus¬ 
es.” 

In his letter, Moran explains 
the changes installed by Navy of¬ 
ficials will give the highest waiv¬ 
er consideration to sailors who 
are deployed. He also wrote the 
changes include establishing a 
standardized appeal process with 
an option of seeking a second 
medical opinion, requiring peer 
review of waivers to boost quali¬ 
ty assurance and consistency and 
requiring all medical authorities 
operate on the same software sys¬ 
tem to ensure continuity. 

Moran also noted while the 
Navy did not have a robust waiv¬ 
er process in place, there have 
been improvements in response 


to Kent’s situation. Moran said 
the number of waivers approved 
for enlisted commissioning appli¬ 
cations has risen 15 percent since 
the fall. 

“We believe this new policy will 
improve the quality, fairness, and 
consistency of the medical waiver 
process for all enlisted to officer 
commissioning programs, and I 
will report back to you in one year 
to inform you of our progress,” 
Moran wrote. 

The changes come less than 
two weeks after the Kent family 
requested the move in a Jan. 24 
letter to Moran. 

“In your letter, you informed me 
Shannon was fighting to change 
the regulations which prevented 
many qualified enlisted sailors 
from commissioning as naval of¬ 
ficers,” Moran wrote. “Her drive 
to bring fairness and consistency 
to this process highlighted areas 
where we, as a navy, needed to 
improve in order to maintain the 
trust of our enlisted teammates.” 

Moran said four new rule 
changes are now reflected with¬ 
in provisions of Chapter 15 of the 
Navy’s Manual of Medical De¬ 
partment, which covers physical 
standards for medical examina¬ 
tions, and lists several health con¬ 
ditions, including cancer, that can 
disqualify servicemembers from 
receiving a commission. 

“To formally correct our waiv¬ 
er process, and to honor Shan¬ 
non’s legacy, the Department of 
Navy’s surgeon general signed 
out a policy, dated Feb. 1, 2019, 
to address the informal process 
improvements started last fall,” 
Moran wrote. 

Kent’s husband and father to 
their two young sons said the fam¬ 
ily was satisfied with the moves. 

“The Navy has done all they 
can and moved rather quickly,” 
Joe Kent, 38, said Wednesday. 
They “changed as much of the 
commissioning process and waiv¬ 
er process as they can in their ca¬ 
pacity as an individual service.” 

Now, the family is fighting to 


change a larger, overarching 
Defense Department rule that 
thwarted Kent’s plans to become 
an officer. 

The Department of Defense 
Instruction 6130.30, the “Medi¬ 
cal Standards for Appointment, 
Enlistment, or Induction into 
the Military Services,” requires 
servicemembers to meet higher 
medical standards reserved for 
joining the service versus the re¬ 
quirements for remaining an ac¬ 
tive servicemember. 

In Kent’s case, that Defense 
Department provision ruled her 
out from the program because of 
previous thyroid cancer. 

“We would like to build on the 
momentum the Navy and the 
lawmakers have built to get the 
greater DOD regulation changed 
in Shannon’s honor,” Joe Kent 
said. 

Last week, several congressio¬ 
nal lawmakers wrote to top Penta¬ 
gon officials demanding they ex¬ 
plain how they would update the 
Defense Department and Navy 
medical rules and waiver process 
that led to Kent’s deployment. 

Kent, along with 18 others, 
including another U.S. service- 
member, a Defense Intelligence 
Agency civilian and a Defense 
Department contractor, were 
killed the Jan. 16 blast in Syria. 
Kent was the first female U.S. ser¬ 
vicemember killed in Syria since 
the U.S.-led coalition’s campaign 
against Islamic State began there 
in late 2014. 

“Shannon’s strong desire was 
to ensure that future enlisted sail¬ 
ors who aspire to serve as com¬ 
missioned officers were treated 
by a fair and equitable process,” 
Moran wrote. “Thanks to her de¬ 
termination, this will be another 
part of the fabric of her legacy as 
a leader and a friend to so many.” 

“She dedicated her adult life to 
the Navy and the defense of our 
nation,” Moran continued. “Our 
Navy and our nation are better 
because of her service. I also 
know that future sailors will look 


Renamed Macedonia invited to join NATO 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

Macedonia was formally invit¬ 
ed Wednesday to join NATO and 
could become the alliance’s 30th 
member by year’s end, after re¬ 
cently resolving a long dispute 
with neighboring Greece in an 
agreement hailed by U.S. officials. 

“I look forward to the day when 
30 flags will fly outside NATO 
headquarters,” NATO Secre¬ 
tary-General Jens Stoltenberg 
said Wednesday on Twitter after 
a meeting of top NATO represen¬ 
tatives. 

Macedonia has been actively 
seeking NATO membership for 
the past decade, but Greece had 
blocked the effort because of a 
dispute over the country’s name. 

However, a recent deal between 
Skopje and Athens means that the 
country will be renamed North 
Macedonia, which has paved the 
way for alliance membership. 

Greece had opposed the name 


ever since Macedonia gained 
independence in 1991 after the 
breakup of the Yugoslav federa¬ 
tion. Greece has a region known 
as Macedonia and viewed a 
neighbor with the same name as 
a sign of territorial ambitions and 
pretensions to Greek cultural her¬ 
itage. 

A top U.S. State Department 
official hailed the agreement be¬ 
tween the two countries late last 
year. It was the “most significant 
positive development” in West 
Balkans states’ efforts to earn 
membership in the European 
Union and NATO, Matthew Palm¬ 
er, Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
State for European and Eurasian 
Affairs, told Reuters in Decem¬ 
ber. 

All 29 members, including the 
United States and Greece, signed 
NATO’s accession protocol during 
a ceremony at alliance headquar¬ 
ters in Brussels. 

Membership in NATO has been 


a strategic objective since the 
country’s founding, said Mace¬ 
donia’s Foreign Minister Nikola 
Dimitrov. “This is the result of the 
work of many generations,” he 
said at the ceremony in Brussels. 

Moscow, however, vehemently 
opposed the Macedonia’s mem¬ 
bership in the alliance. Russia 
typically opposes the expansion 
of NATO, which was formed after 
World War II as a bulwark against 
the threat of the Soviet Union at 
the time and has increased coop¬ 
erative efforts in recent years to 
counter Russian aggression. 

Macedonian officials have ac¬ 
cused Russia of instigating riots 
in Skopje in an effort to foment 
opposition to alliance member¬ 
ship. Stoltenberg said the next 
step is for parliaments of mem¬ 
ber states to approve Macedo¬ 
nian membership and that he 
didn’t anticipate opposition. 


to Shannon as a source of inspira¬ 
tion.” 

Kent, a Pine Plains, N.Y., na¬ 
tive, enlisted in the military in 
December 2003 shortly after high 
school, fueled by the 9/11 attacks 
and her service-oriented family. 
She spoke seven languages, in¬ 
cluding four dialects of Arabic. 

Last year, Kent was slated 
to attend the Navy’s doctorate 
psychology program at the Uni¬ 
formed Services University of 
the Health Sciences, in Bethesda, 
Md. But after the Navy blocked 
the move, she lobbied lawmakers 
on Capitol Hill for change. But 
her efforts to alter the rule stalled. 

Kent wanted to attend the psy¬ 
chology program so she could 
help servicemembers suffering 
from post-traumatic stress disor¬ 
der, her husband has said. With 
that, she could also be closer to 
her children because there would 
be less chance that she would de¬ 
ploy into combat zones. 

Kent got initial Navy clearance 
to attend the program in early 
February 2018, but they reversed 
plans by the end of the month. 

Kent was part of a small, se¬ 
cretive cryptologic intelligence 
community. She was based out of 
Fort Meade, Md., and part of the 
Navy’s Cryptologic Warfare Ac¬ 
tivity 66, a unit within Cryptolog¬ 
ic Warfare Group 6 that focuses 
on national, strategic and tactical 
level intelligence, military offi¬ 
cials have said. 

She was killed doing intelli¬ 
gence legwork as part of larger 
efforts to track remnants of ISIS, 
her husband said. 

Kent was due to return to the 
United States by April and hoped 
to attend Officer Development 
School in June followed by aca¬ 
demic studies as part of her com¬ 
missioning program in August. 


Last year, the Navy essentially 
disqualified Kent from pursuing 
her doctoral studies because she 
had thyroid cancer in 2016. The 
thyroid was removed and the can¬ 
cer was cured that year, followed 
by several scans showing she was 
clear of the illness, her family 
said. 

“If we are healthy enough to 
deploy worldwide, why are we 
not healthy enough to pursue of¬ 
ficer programs?” Shannon Kent 
wrote in an April 2018 letter to 
the then-chairman of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, the 
late Arizona Republican John 
McCain, who died in August. 

Last month, Kent’s family 
wrote Moran to ask for his help to 
change the rule that they contend 
blocked some enlisted personnel 
from becoming officers. They 
had met at Dover Air Force Base 
in Delaware when Shannon’s re¬ 
mains were returned Jan. 19 from 
overseas. 

“After meeting all of you at Do¬ 
ver, it was quite clear to all of us in 
the Navy and joint force that your 
deep and abiding love of country 
and of course for your amazing 
daughter-in-law were forefront 
in your minds,” Moran wrote the 
Kent family in the Feb. 5 letter. 
“Shannon was an inspirational 
sailor, well-respected, an expert 
in her field, and a courageous 
leader, but she was also a beloved 
mother, daughter and spouse. Her 
loss brings great sorrow to us all.” 

A private memorial service for 
Kent will be held Friday. She is 
slated to be interred at Arlington 
National Cemetery in Virginia in 
the coming weeks. 
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WAR ON TERRORISM _ 

Afghan leader speaks with Pompeo amid peace efforts 


By Rahim Faiez 

Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Af¬ 
ghanistan’s president spoke with 
U.S. Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo late Tuesday in an ap¬ 
parent bid to reassert his author¬ 
ity as Washington accelerates 
its negotiations with the Taliban 
and as separate talks unfold in 
Moscow without the govern¬ 
ment’s involvement. 

In his State of the Union 
speech Tuesday, President Don¬ 
ald Trump said his adminis¬ 
tration is holding “constructive 
talks” with the Taliban and other 
Afghan groups, and that “as we 
make progress in these negotia¬ 
tions, we will be able to reduce 
our troops’ presence and focus 
on counter-terrorism.” 


Last September, the White 
House appointed Zalmay Khalil- 
zad as a peace envoy tasked 
with finding a negotiated end to 
America’s longest war, but until 
now he has been unable to get 
the Taliban to hold direct talks 
with Afghan President Ashraf 
Ghani’s government, whom the 
insurgents routinely refer to as a 
U.S. puppet. 

This week the Taliban sent a 
delegation of 10 to talks under¬ 
way in Moscow with dozens of 
prominent Afghan opposition 
figures, including former Af¬ 
ghan President Hamid Karzai. 

Karzai appeared to try to de¬ 
flect Ghani’s criticism of the 
Moscow meeting tweeting: “We 
understand that the government 
in Kabul needs to be a part of 


these negotiations. We wish 
that they would have been here 
today.” 

Karzai said he was responding 
to a question from the media in 
Moscow. 

The deep divisions within the 
many stakeholders in Kabul 
highlight the difficulty of find¬ 
ing a negotiated end to a war 
that has already cost the United 
States more than 2,400 lives and 
$1 trillion. 

Yet 17 years on, the Taliban 
control or hold sway in roughly 
50 percent of the country and 
carry out near daily attacks, 
mostly targeting the country’s 
beleaguered security forces. 

“We do not know whether we 
will achieve an agreement — but 
we do know that after two de¬ 


cades of war, the hour has come 
to at least try for peace,” Trump 
said in his State of the Union 
address. 

Ghani’s call to Pompeo seemed 
an attempt to re-assert his gov¬ 
ernment’s role in negotiations he 
has sharply criticized at times as 
one-sided. 

Robert Palladino, deputy 
spokesman at the State Depart¬ 
ment, said Pompeo reaffirmed 
the U.S. commitment to achiev¬ 
ing a lasting peace. 

Pompeo also emphasized the 
importance of an intra-Afghan 
dialogue and the role of a cease¬ 
fire in ending the violence and 
making it possible for the Afghan 
government, other Afghan lead¬ 
ers and the Taliban to negotiate 
a political settlement, Palladino 


said. 

Ghani tweeted that Pompeo 
“stressed that our military part¬ 
nership is unwavering and will 
remain until a lasting and inclu¬ 
sive peace is achieved.” 

Ghani said that Pompeo also 
“underscored the central impor¬ 
tance of ensuring the centrality 
of the Afghan government in 
the peace process” and signaled 
support for holding Afghan pres¬ 
idential elections in July. 

“We both agreed that words, 
rumors, and speculations can¬ 
not replace actions and that our 
partnership and resolve will 
remain strong in the pursuit of 
peace,” Ghani tweeted. 


Pentagon: Obstacles remain in battle against terrorist threats 


By Claudia Grisales 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Two top Pentagon 
officials told a panel of House lawmakers 
Wednesday that Islamic State and other 
terrorist groups have been dealt a series 
of defeats, yet plenty of challenges remain 
to fending off future threats. 

The comments, which were made be¬ 
fore a House Armed Services Committee 
hearing focused on counterterrorism, 
come as the military struggles with 
abrupt plans to drawdown U.S. troops in 
Syria and Afghanistan. 

Owen West, assistant secretary of de¬ 
fense for special operations and low-in¬ 
tensity conflict, and Air Force Maj. Gen. 
James Hecker, vice director for oper¬ 
ations from the joint staff, said they are 
still trying to figure out a precise plan for 
fighting remnants of ISIS. 

“I think there is a serious risk if we do 
not keep the pressure on in both Syria and 
Iraq, and I realize the concern is if we 
move our forces out of Syria that that may 
take some pressure off of the ISIS forces 
in Syria,” Hecker said. 

“So, our mission is to try to figure out 
how to keep the pressure on without any 
boots on the ground.” 

In one of the hearing’s more dramatic 


moments, West was asked if he disagreed 
with former Defense Secretary Jim Mat- 
tis’ push back against President Donald 
Trump’s decision to abruptly withdraw 
troops from Syria. 

“No, sir,” West responded. 

In December, Trump stunned Capitol 
Hill and the Pentagon with his decision 
to withdraw the roughly 2,000 U.S. troops 
fighting Islamic State in Syria within 30 
days. 

Since the Dec. 19 announcement, Mat- 
tis resigned and was replaced by his 
then-deputy Pat Shanahan in an acting 
capacity. 

Wednesday’s hearing comes a day 
after a top military general told a Senate 
panel that ISIS will be defeated in Syria 
and the terrorist group will be unable re¬ 
surge after U.S. troops withdraw from the 
country. 

Army Gen. Joseph Votel, command¬ 
er of U.S. Central Command, confirmed 
Tuesday that he learned of the Syria with¬ 
drawal decision from Trump’s Dec. 19 
announcement and he was not consulted. 

Votel also said there may be 20,000 to 
30,000 ISIS fighters left in the region, 
though they are mostly underground or 
dispersed. 

He said there is one ISIS stronghold 


of about 1,000 fighters remaining within 
a 20-square-mile area near the southern 
Euphrates River and the Iraqi border. 

A government watchdog report re¬ 
leased Monday suggested ISIS in Syria 
could resurge within six to 12 months and 
regain territory in the Middle Euphrates 
River Valley without sustained counter¬ 
terrorism pressure. 

Of the territories ISIS controlled two 
years ago, more than 99 percent has been 
returned to Syrians, military officials 
have said. 

During Wednesday’s hearing, Rep. 
Adam Smith, chairman of the House 
Armed Services Committee, also raised 
concerns that one of the dominant aspects 
to combating terrorist groups has been an 
significant increase in the use of special 
operations forces. 

Smith said their numbers have doubled 
since the 9/11 terrorist attacks. 

“Certainly their tempo is high, they 
have been doing very dangerous missions 
for a very long time,” Smith said. 

“Are we asking too much of them? Has 
it strained the force to the point where it 
is causing problems? Are there things we 
can do to mitigate that? How do we han¬ 
dle the fact that so much is being asked of 
our special forces in light of the post-9/11 


world?” 

Texas Rep. Mac Thornberry, the rank¬ 
ing Republican on the panel, said a recent 
rash of deaths serves as a reminder of the 
cost of the country’s longest war. 

Thornberry recently attended the me¬ 
morial service for Army Sgt. Cameron A. 
Meddock, 26, who died last month after 
he was wounded by small arms fire in the 
Jawad district of Afghanistan’s Badhis 
province. 

“We can never forget ...the human cost 
that goes into keeping us safe and free,” 
Thornberry said. 

Smith also raised concerns Wednesday 
that there are disconnects between the 
National Defense Strategy, which focus¬ 
es on great power rivalries with Russia 
and China, and the National Strategy for 
Counterterrorism, which addresses all 
global threats. 

Smith has said he is concerned the 
Trump administration doesn’t have a 
meaningful plan to confront terrorism. 
And with an increase of strikes, such as 
bombings and raids, on terrorist targets, 
it’s not clear if that higher tempo has 
brought positive results. 

“Why? And what has it accomplished? 
Also, what is the downside?” Smith asked. 


Syria: Pompeo says fight against ISIS is entering a new stage 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Hecker said others would have 
to carry the burden once the U.S. 
left. 

Pompeo called on the coalition 
to increase intelligence-sharing, 
repatriate and prosecute cap¬ 
tured foreign fighters and accel¬ 
erate stabilization efforts so ISIS 
remnants cannot reconstitute in 
Iraq, Syria or elsewhere. 

He said the fight is entering 
a new stage where those allied 
against ISIS must confront a 
“decentralized jihad” with more 
than military force. 


Pompeo mentioned the suicide 
bombing claimed by ISIS that 
killed four Americans — two 
servicemembers, a Pentagon 
civilian and a U.S. contractor — 
in the northern Syrian town of 
Manbij last month. 

Manbij was liberated from 
ISIS control in 2016. 

The conference started hours 
after Trump, in his State of the 
Union address, lauded what he 
said was the near-complete vic¬ 
tory over ISIS. 

He also reaffirmed his deter¬ 
mination to pull out the roughly 


2,000 U.S. troops from Syria. 

He had said in December 
that the pullout would proceed 
quickly. 

Trump planned to speak to the 
coalition later Wednesday. 

He was expected to urge part¬ 
ners to step up efforts to ensure 
the defeat of ISIS is permanent. 

U.S. officials in recent weeks 
say ISIS has lost 99.5 percent of 
its territory and is holding on to 
fewer than 5 square kilometers 
in Syria, or less than 2 square 
miles, in the villages of the 
Middle Euphrates River Valley, 


where the bulk of the fighters 
are concentrated. 

But in liberated areas across 
Syria and Iraq, sleeper cells 
are carrying out assassinations, 
setting up checkpoints and dis¬ 
tributing fliers as they lay the 
groundwork for an insurgency 
that could gain strength as U.S. 
forces withdraw. 

Activists who closely follow the 
conflict in Syria already point to 
signs of a growing insurgency. 

Rami Abdurrahman, the head 
of Britain-based Syrian Observa¬ 
tory for Human Rights, says ISIS 


still has 4,000 to 5,000 fighters, 
many likely hiding out in desert 
caves and mountains. 

Defense officials believe many 
fighters have fled to ungoverned 
spaces and other pockets in the 
north and west. 

A Defense Department watch¬ 
dog report warned this week that 
even with the ISIS forces on the 
run, the group “is still able to 
coordinate offensives and count¬ 
er-offensives, as well as operate 
as a decentralized insurgency.” 
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Trump ties withdrawals to peace progress 


By Karen DeYoung 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON - The United States will 
reduce its 14,000-troop presence in Af¬ 
ghanistan as progress is made in negotia¬ 
tions toward a peaceful settlement of the 
17-year war, President Donald Trump told 
the nation Tuesday night, in an apparent 
loosening of orders he gave the Pentagon 
in late December to cut the number in half. 

In his State of the Union address, Trump 
also refrained from giving a definitive 
date for withdrawal of 2,000 US. troops in 
Syria. In a single-sentence reference to that 
conflict, he said that as the “remnants” of 
the Islamic State are being destroyed, “it is 
time to give our brave warriors in Syria a 
warm welcome home.” 

With most of his speech devoted to 
his domestic policies and the economy, 
Trump’s speech broke little new ground on 
his foreign-policy priorities. 

He restated his announced intention to 
withdraw from the Intermediate-Range 
Nuclear Forces Treaty with Russia, in¬ 
directly warning that the United States 
would build new nuclear systems to count¬ 
er Russian gains. 

“Perhaps we can negotiate a different 
agreement, adding China and others, or 
perhaps we can’t — in which case, we will 
outspend and out-innovate all others by 
far,” Trump said. 

Trump also announced a date and place 
for a second round of talks with North Ko¬ 
rean leader Kim Jong Un - Feb. 27-28, in 
Vietnam. “If I had not been elected pres¬ 


ident of the United States, we would right 
now, in my opinion, be in a major war with 
North Korea with potentially millions of 
people,” he claimed. 

“Much remains to be done,” he said, 
“but my relationship with Kim Jong Un is 
a good one.” Regional experts have ques¬ 
tioned whether significant progress has 
been made. 

On other issues, Trump’s one-sentence 
condemnation of Nicolas Maduro’s govern¬ 
ment in Venezuela, and recognition of Juan 
Guaido as interim president, was met with 
strong applause, as was his condemnation 
of Iran as “the world’s leading state spon¬ 
sor of terror.” 

He spoke of his decision to move the U.S. 
Embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to Jeru¬ 
salem, but he did not mention the long-de¬ 
layed Israel-Palestinian peace proposal he 
has said is being prepared under the direc¬ 
tion of his son-in-law, senior White House 
aide Jared Kushner. 

Recalling his campaign promise to end 
conflicts abroad, Trump said that “great 
nations do not fight endless wars.” 

But his reluctance to put a date on 
promised troop withdrawals reflected 
the criticism and concern that met his 
mid-December orders to immediately 
start a complete exit from Syria and to 
begin planning to remove up to half of the 
force in Afghanistan. 

A large, bipartisan majority in the Senate 
voted Monday to oppose troop withdraw¬ 
als from both countries. The nonbinding 
resolution, introduced by Senate Majority 


Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., called on 
the White House to consult with Congress 
on developing long-term strategies in both 
nations, “including a thorough accounting 
of the risks of withdrawing too hastily.” 

Trump referred to last week’s an¬ 
nouncement that his special envoy for Af¬ 
ghanistan, Zalmay Khalilzad, had drawn 
up a draft framework with Taliban repre¬ 
sentatives in which the militants agreed 
they would not allow al-Qaida and other 
terrorist groups to operate on Afghan ter¬ 
ritory and the United States would agree to 
withdraw its forces. 

Khalilzad said the draft was only a pre¬ 
liminary step in discussions that even¬ 
tually would move to talks on a complete 
cease-fire and a political road map for the 
future agreed on between the Taliban and 
the Afghan government. President Ashraf 
Ghani has sharply objected to any talks 
that do not include the government, and 
his senior aides accused Khalilzad of “dis¬ 
respect” and of trying to replace him with 
a more malleable successor. 

In a brief mention, Trump said that he 
had “accelerated our negotiations to reach 
a political settlement in Afghanistan. The 
opposing side is also very happy to be ne¬ 
gotiating,” he said. “As we make progress 
in these negotiations, we will be able to 
reduce our troops’ presence and focus on 
counterterrorism.” 

“We do not know whether we will 
achieve an agreement — but we do know 
that after two decades of war, the hour has 
come to at least try for peace.” The “other 


side,” he said, “would like to do the same 
thing. It’s time.” 

Trump repeated familiar inaccuracies 
and exaggerations in congratulating him¬ 
self on his policies in the Middle East. He 
has frequently described the situation in 
Iraq and Syria as “a mess” with the Islam¬ 
ic State ascendant. “When I took office,” 
he said, using an acronym for the militant 
group, “ISIS controlled more than 20,000 
square miles in Iraq and Syria. Today we 
have liberated virtually all of that territory 
from the grip of these bloodthirsty killers.” 

The fight against the Islamic State was, 
however, well underway during the Obama 
administration. According to the Defense 
Department, the militants controlled at 
least 34,000 square miles of territory in 
both countries at its peak in late 2014. 
About half of that total had been liberat¬ 
ed by the end of 2016, including all Iraqi 
cities except for western Mosul, and the 
northeastern section of Syria. The battle 
for Raqqa, the militants’ de facto capital in 
Syria, began in October 2016. 

Trump also said in his address that the 
United States had spent “more than $7 
trillion” on wars in the Middle East and 
Afghanistan. A figure that he has used in 
the past, it has been widely discounted as 
including projections of veterans’ care for 
the next 35 years. 


Taliban: Half of US troops to leave Afghanistan by May 1 


Associated Press 

MOSCOW — The U.S. has 
promised to withdraw half of its 
troops from Afghanistan by the 
end of April, a Taliban official 
said Wednesday, but the U.S. mil- 
itarv said it has received no or¬ 


ders to begin packing up. 

Taliban official Abdul Salam 
Hanafi, speaking on the sidelines 
of a meeting in Moscow between 
the Taliban and other prominent 
Afghan figures, said that U.S. of¬ 
ficials promised the pullout will 
begin this month. _ 


“The Americans told us that 
from the beginning of February 
to the end of April, half of the 
troops from Afghanistan will be 
withdrawn,” he said. 

Pentagon spokesman Army 
Col. Rob Manning said, however, 
the U.S. military had received no 


orders to begin withdrawing. 

“Peace talks with the Tali¬ 
ban continue, but (the Defense 
Department) has not received 
a directive to change the force 
structure in Afghanistan,” he 
said. 

_ Hanafi said the U.S. and the 


Taliban will each create a techni¬ 
cal committee that “will work on 
a timetable for the withdrawal of 
remaining troops.” 

The Pentagon has reportedly 
prepared plans to withdraw half 
its 14,000 troops by the summer. 


Trump’s summit with Kim looks to end denuclearization deadlock 


By Kim Gammel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — President Don¬ 
ald Trump’s plan to hold a second summit 
with North Korea’s leader at the end of the 
month in Vietnam raised hopes the two 
leaders will agree on concrete steps to¬ 
ward denuclearization. 

Trump said during his State of the Union 
Address Tuesday in Washington that he 
will meet with Kim Jong Un on Feb. 27-28 
in Vietnam as his administration seeks to 
break an impasse in nuclear talks. 

The summit will take place more than 
eight months after Trump and Kim met 
for the first time in Singapore, where the 
leaders agreed to a vague promise to work 
toward the “complete denuclearization of 
the Korean Peninsula.” 

But the two sides have deadlocked over 
the details of how to do that, and the pres¬ 
ident will face pressure to deliver specific 
commitments from Kim this time. 

The process has gained momentum 
in recent weeks. U.S. special envoy to 
North Korea Stephen Biegun traveled to 
Pyongyang on Wednesday to discuss sum¬ 
mit preparations with his North Korean 


counterpart. 

South Korea, which has been thrust into 
the role of mediator, welcomed the an¬ 
nouncement and expressed hope the lead¬ 
ers will take advantage of a second chance 
to agree on a roadmap for peace. 

“The two leaders already took the first 
step toward shaking off the past 70 years 
of hostility in Singapore,” presidential 
spokesman Kim Eui-keum said. “We look 
forward to a more specific and substantial 
step toward progress in Vietnam.” 

The spokesman also noted the symbol¬ 
ism of holding the summit in a commu¬ 
nist country that overcame the legacy of 
a war with the United States to achieve 
prosperity. 

“Vietnam and the United States used 
to point guns and knives at each other 
but have now become friends,” Kim told 
reporters Wednesday in Seoul. “We ex¬ 
pect Vietnam to be a perfectly suitable 
backdrop.” 

Trump insisted progress has been made, 
pointing to the North’s suspension of mis¬ 
sile and nuclear tests after months of ten¬ 
sions that pushed the divided peninsula to 
the brink of a new war. 


Trump also noted that the North had re¬ 
leased American detainees as a goodwill 
gesture. 

“As part of a bold new diplomacy, we 
continue our historic push for peace on the 
Korean Peninsula,” he said. 

“If I had not been elected president of 
the United States, we would right now, in 
my opinion, be in a major war with North 
Korea.” 

The announcement had been widely ex¬ 
pected. Trump has said he and Kim had 
agreed to meet in late February, but this 
was the first time he has confirmed specif¬ 
ic dates and a venue. 

He didn’t reveal which city would host 
the event, but media reports have nar¬ 
rowed down the likely locations to the cen¬ 
tral resort city of Danang or the capital of 
Hanoi. 

Critics pounced on Trump’s claim that 
he had prevented a war, claiming he had 
stoked tensions by trading personal insults 
and threats of war with Kim before em¬ 
bracing the North Korean leader in a dip¬ 
lomatic offensive. 

“That was a real eye-roller,” Senate 
Democratic leader Chuck Schumer told 


CNN. He said the president’s foreign pol¬ 
icy was “inside-out” and consisted of “pat¬ 
ting dictators on the back.” 

The Singapore summit - the first-ever 
between the United States and the North 
— was filled with symbolism but focused 
on lofty goals with few details. 

Director of National Intelligence Dan 
Coats also fueled skepticism when he told 
a Senate committee that Kim will seek to 
retain his nuclear weapons and production 
capabilities because he views them as crit¬ 
ical to regime survival. 

“What we need to see come out of the 
second summit are some concrete steps to 
build a track record of implementation and 
then to keep negotiating for bigger things,” 
said Jenny Town, a Korea specialist at the 
Washington-based Stimson Center. 

The two sides have been deadlocked 
over the approach to denuclearization, 
with Washington insisting it will maintain 
punishing economic sanctions until an 
agreement is reached. The North wants a 
reciprocal process in which it is rewarded 
for steps already taken. 
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Trump calls for bipartisanship, hard line on immigration 


By Julie Pace and Catherine Lucey 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Face to face with 
emboldened Democrats, President Don¬ 
ald Trump called on Washington to cast 
aside “revenge, resistance and retribu¬ 
tion” and end “ridiculous partisan inves¬ 
tigations” in a State of the Union address 
delivered at a vulnerable moment for his 
presidency. 

Trump appealed Tuesday night for bi¬ 
partisanship but refused to yield on the 
hard-line immigration policies that have 
infuriated Democrats and forced the re¬ 
cent government shutdown. He renewed 
his call for a border wall and cast illegal 
immigration as a threat to Americans’ 
safety and economic security. 

Trump accepted no blame for his role 
in cultivating the rancorous atmosphere 
in the nation’s capital, and he didn’t out¬ 
line a clear path for collaborating with 
Democrats who are eager to block his 
agenda. Their opposition was on vivid 
display as Democratic congresswomen 
in the audience formed a sea of white in 
a nod to early 20th-century suffragettes. 

Trump is staring down a two-year 
stretch that will determine whether he is 
re-elected or leaves office in defeat. His 
speech sought to shore up Republican 
support that had eroded slightly during 
the recent partial government shutdown 
and previewed a fresh defense against 
Democrats as they ready a round of in¬ 
vestigations into every aspect of his ad¬ 
ministration. 

“If there is going to be peace and leg¬ 
islation, there cannot be war and inves¬ 
tigation,” he declared. Lawmakers in the 
cavernous House chamber sat largely 
silent. 

Looming over the president’s address 


was a fast-approaching Feb. 15 deadline 
to fund the government and avoid anoth¬ 
er shutdown. Democrats have refused to 
acquiesce to his demands for a border 
wall, and Republicans are increasingly 
unwilling to shut down the government 
to help him fulfill his signature cam¬ 
paign pledge. Nor does the GOP support 
the president’s plan to declare a national 
emergency if Congress won’t fund the 
wall. 

Wary of publicly highlighting those in¬ 
traparty divisions, Trump made no men¬ 
tion of an emergency declaration in his 
remarks. He did offer a lengthy defense 
of his call for a border wall, declaring: 
“I will build it.” But he delivered no ul¬ 
timatums about what it would take for 
him to sign legislation to keep the gov¬ 
ernment open. 

“I am asking you to defend our very 
dangerous southern border out of love 
and devotion to our fellow citizens and 
to our country,” he said, painting a dark 
and foreboding picture of the risks posed 
to Americans by illegal immigration. 

The 72-year-old Trump harkened back 
to moments of American greatness, cel¬ 
ebrating the moon landing as astronaut 
Buzz Aldrin looked on from the audi¬ 
ence and heralding the liberation of Eu¬ 
rope from the Nazis. He led the House 
chamber in singing happy birthday to a 
Holocaust survivor sitting with first lady 
Melania Trump. 

“Together, we represent the most ex¬ 
traordinary nation in all of history. What 
will we do with this moment? How will 
we be remembered?” Trump said. 

The president ticked through a litany 
of issues with crossover appeal, includ¬ 
ing boosting infrastructure, lowering 
prescription drug costs and combating 


childhood cancer. But he also appealed 
to his political base, both with his harsh 
rhetoric on immigration and a call for 
Congress to pass legislation to prohibit 
the “late-term abortion of children.” 

Trump devoted much of his speech to 
foreign policy, another area where Re¬ 
publicans have increasingly distanced 
themselves from the White House. He 
announced details of a second meeting 
with North Korea’s Kim Jong Un, outlin¬ 
ing a Feb. 27-28 summit in Vietnam. 

Trump and Kim’s first summit gar¬ 
nered only a vaguely worded commit¬ 
ment by the North to denuclearize. But 
the president said his outreach to Pyong¬ 
yang had made the U.S. safer. 

“If I had not been elected president of 
the United States, we would right now, 
in my opinion, be in a major war with 
North Korea,” he said. 

As he condemned political turmoil in 
Venezuela, Trump declared that “Ameri¬ 
ca will never be a socialist country” — a 
remark that may also have been target¬ 
ed at high-profile Democrats who identi¬ 
fy as socialists. 

The president was surrounded by sym¬ 
bols of his emboldened political opposi¬ 
tion. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, who 
was praised by Democrats for her hard¬ 
line negotiating during the shutdown, sat 
behind Trump as he spoke. And several 
senators running for president were also 
in the audience, including Sens. Kamala 
Harris of California and Cory Booker of 
New Jersey. 

Another Democratic star, Stacey 
Abrams, delivered the party’s response 
to Trump. Abrams narrowly lost her bid 
in November to become America’s first 
black female governor, and party lead¬ 
ers are aggressively recruiting her to 


run for U.S. Senate from Georgia. 

Trump’s address amounted to an 
opening argument for his re-election 
campaign. Polls show he has work to do, 
with his approval rating falling to just 34 
percent after the shutdown, according 
to a recent survey conducted by The As¬ 
sociated Press-NORC Center for Public 
Affairs Research. 

One bright spot for the president has 
been the economy, which has added jobs 
for 100 straight months. 

“The only thing that can stop it,” he 
said, “are foolish wars, politics or ridic¬ 
ulous partisan investigations” — an ap¬ 
parent swipe at the special counsel in¬ 
vestigation into ties between Russia and 
Trump’s 2016 campaign, as well as the 
upcoming congressional investigations. 

The diverse Democratic caucus, which 
includes a bevy of women, sat silently 
for much of Trump’s speech. But they 
leapt to their feet when he noted there 
are “more women in the workforce than 
ever before.” 

The increase is due to population 
growth — and not something Trump can 
credit to any of his policies. 

The president also defended his de¬ 
cisions to withdraw U.S. troops from 
Syria and Afghanistan over the opposi¬ 
tion from national security officials and 
many Republican lawmakers. 

“Great nations do not fight endless 
wars,” he said, adding that the U.S. 
is working with allies to “destroy the 
remnants” of the Islamic State group 
and that he has “accelerated” efforts to 
reach a settlement in Afghanistan. 

Several leading GOP lawmakers have 
sharply criticized his plans to withdraw 
from Syria, as well as from Afghanistan. 


In Democratic response, Abrams sharply rebukes Trump 


By Bill Barrow 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA — Stacey 
Abrams harnessed the frus¬ 
tration of Democrats on Tues¬ 
day with a sharp rebuke of 
President Donald Trump for 
abandoning working Ameri¬ 
cans and fomenting partisan 
and cultural discord. 

Just months after narrow¬ 
ly losing her bid to become 
America’s first black woman 
governor, the Georgia Demo¬ 
crat stepped onto the biggest 
stage of her political career 
to deliver her party’s rebut¬ 
tal to Trump’s State of the 
Union address. She was the 
first black woman to deliver 
such an address and used the 
high-wattage event to blister 
Trump on everything from 
education and school safety 
to being out of touch with the 
middle class. 

But she was especial¬ 
ly stinging when it came to 
Trump’s role in the 35-day 
partial government shutdown 
over his demands for a wall at 
the U.S.-Mexico border. 

“The shutdown was a stunt 
engineered by the president 
of the United States, one that 
defied every tenet of fair¬ 


ness and abandoned not just 
our people, but our values,” 
Abrams said. 

Her speech was much 
shorter than the president’s 
hour-plus address. And she 
largely avoided the pitfalls of 
others who delivered similar 
responses, including Florida 
Sen. Marco Rubio, who broke 
from his script in 2013 to swig 
sips of water, and Democrat¬ 
ic Rep. Joe Kennedy III, who 
was ridiculed for his overuse 
of ChapStick in 2018. 

Still, a union hall in Atlanta 
doesn’t compare to the gran¬ 
deur — and bright lights — of 
the House chamber, where 
Trump delivered his speech. 

In choosing Abrams to de¬ 
liver the Democratic response 
to Trump, party leaders ac¬ 
knowledged the power and 
influence of women — espe¬ 
cially black women — in an¬ 
choring the Democratic base. 

“Stacey Abrams achieved 
in a matter of minutes some¬ 
thing Donald Trump failed 
to do in over an hour — to 
embrace and give voice to the 
spirit and core values that 
make America great,” former 
Vice President Joe Biden 
tweeted. 


Vermont Sen. Bernie Sand¬ 
ers said, “I think all know why 
she would have been a won¬ 
derful governor of Georgia.” 

In her speech, the Yale-ed¬ 
ucated attorney traced her 
personal story to her parents, 
who were raised in segregat¬ 
ed Jim Crow Mississippi. She 
recalled how her family and 
neighbors overcame adversity 
by relying on each other and 
valuing education. 

“These were our family val¬ 
ues: faith, service, education 
and responsibility,” she said, 
crediting her parents, both of 
them United Methodist min¬ 
isters, for teaching her about 
“this uncommon grace of 
community.” 

“We do not succeed alone,” 
she added. “In these United 
States, when times are tough, 
we can persevere because our 
friends and neighbors will 
come for us.” 

Abrams’ audience at the 
union hall included workers, 
activists, labor leaders, health 
care professionals, educators, 
entrepreneurs and voters who 
her aides say had trouble cast¬ 
ing their ballots in 2018. 

Abrams abandoned her gov¬ 
ernor’s race without a formal 


concession, asserting that her 
opponent, Brian Kemp used 
his last post as secretary of 
state to make it harder for 
people, particularly minori¬ 
ties and the poor, to cast bal¬ 
lots. Kemp defended his job 
performance, but Abrams has 
still emerged as a leading vot¬ 
ing-rights advocate nationally. 

“Let’s be clear: voter sup¬ 
pression is real,” she said 
Tuesday, arguing that the is¬ 
sue must be solved before 
government will be capable 
of addressing matters from 
climate change to expanding 
health care access. 

“This is the next battle for 
our democracy, one where all 
eligible citizens can have their 
say about the vision we want 
for our country,” Abrams said. 
“The foundation of our moral 
leadership around the globe is 
free and fair elections, where 
voters pick their leaders - not 
where politicians pick their 
voters.” 

As she did running for gov¬ 
ernor, Abrams spoke candid¬ 
ly about her personal debts, 
which Republicans have used 
as an attack. Abrams often 
said her student loans and 
other debts amassed caring 


for family members left her 
more empathetic than most 
politicians to what the major¬ 
ity of U.S. households experi¬ 
ence in day-to-day life. “My 
family understood firsthand 
that while success is not guar¬ 
anteed, we live in a nation 
where opportunity is possi¬ 
ble,” she said. 

Republicans are not sparing 
Abrams, with the Republican 
National Committee lambast¬ 
ing what it calls “extreme 
policies” that were “rejected 
by her home state of Geor¬ 
gia last November.” Trump 
resisted any shots at Abrams 
leading up to their prime-time 
juxtaposition. But last fall, 
as he advocated for Kemp, 
the president called Abrams 
“unqualified” for statewide 
office. 

Even as she critiqued 
Trump, she said she wasn’t 
rooting for his failure. 

“I’m disappointed by the 
president’s approach to our 
problems,” she said. “I still 
don’t want him to fail. But 
we need him to tell the truth, 
and to respect his duties and 
the extraordinary diversity 
that defines America.” 
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Border troops shuffled to counter caravan 


By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

AUSTIN, Texas — About 250 
active-duty troops have reposi¬ 
tioned along the U.S. border with 
Mexico to counter a caravan of 
about 2,000 migrants that arrived 
Tuesday just south of Eagle Pass, 
Texas, according to information 
in separate statements released 
by the departments of Defense 
and Homeland Security. 

About 1,600 Central American 
migrants camped Tuesday in the 
Mexican border city of Piedras 
Negras, just west of Eagle Pass, 
The Associated Press reported. 
The governor of the northern 
state of Coahuila in Mexico de¬ 
scribed the migrants as '‘asylum 
seekers,” suggesting all of them 
had expressed intentions of sur¬ 
rendering to U.S. authorities. 

Images from local media 
showed U.S. agents with riot gear 
and shields standing on a bridge 
separating Eagle Pass and Pie¬ 
dras Negras, the AP reported. 
Homeland Security officials 
said Border Patrol officers had 
already apprehended some mi¬ 


grants who crossed the border il¬ 
legally overnight. 

The 250 troops moving to Eagle 
Pass come from stations in Ari¬ 
zona, Pentagon spokesman Capt. 
Bill Speaks said Wednesday. 

In total, about 2,300 active-du¬ 
ty troops are deployed in Texas, 
Arizona and California, based 
on information from the Defense 
Department. With the agreement 
for troops to remain at the border 
through the end of September, 
an additional 3,750 servicemem- 
bers are expected to deploy in the 
coming days. 

The personnel repositioned in 
Texas includes military police, 
medical personnel, and engineers 
who will support hardening of 
these ports of entry, Speaks said. 
The support is provided under 
previous requests for assistance 
from the Department of Home¬ 
land Security and Customs and 
Border Protection. 

“DoD continues to work closely 
with CBP to assess the situa¬ 
tion and determine how best to 
support CBP’s mission needs,” 
Speaks said. 

Additionally, about 2,250 Na¬ 


tional Guard members are de¬ 
ployed in a separate mission 
along the border. They were po¬ 
sitioned to provide mostly admin¬ 
istrative support to Border Patrol 
in Texas, California, Arizona and 
New Mexico. 

On Tuesday, the governor of 
New Mexico ordered the 118 
Guard troops serving in that state 
to withdraw. Those servicemem- 
bers came from New Mexico and 
five other states. 

“I reject the federal contention 
that there exists an overwhelm¬ 
ing national security crisis at the 
southern border, along which are 
some of the safest communities 
in the country,” Gov. Michelle 
Lujan Grisham said Tuesday in a 
statement. 

This removal of troops is not 
expected to impact the Guard 
mission beyond decreasing the 
number of deployed troops by 
about 100, based on information 
from the National Guard. 

Past caravans traveled to Ti¬ 
juana, Mexico, which borders 
California. At that time, the De¬ 
fense Department announced a 
similar repositioning of troops 


to counter it. This caravan has 
chosen a path toward the rela¬ 
tively open border around Eagle 
Pass—marked mainly by the Rio 
Grande and lacks the long sec¬ 
tions of high barriers found in Ti¬ 
juana, the AP reported. 

Reports show the members of 
the caravan are being housed in 
an old factory in Piedras Negras. 

The ongoing debate of building 
a border wall between the Unit¬ 
ed States and Mexico looms in 
the background of these events. 
President Donald Trump used a 
portion of Tuesday’s State of the 
Union speech to tout the safety of 
El Paso, crediting the west Texas 
border city’s transformation to 
the building of a border wall 
there. El Paso is about 500 miles 
west of Eagle Pass. 

On Monday, Trump will host a 
campaign rally in El Paso to fur¬ 
ther drive home his claims about 
the city and the importance of a 
border wall for security. 

The president has until Feb. 15 
to convince congressional Demo¬ 
crats of this point or face the 
reality of a second government 
shutdown over the issue. He also 


has said to avoid another shut¬ 
down, he could declare a national 
emergency and pull funding to 
pay for the wall from other gov¬ 
ernment agencies, including the 
military construction budget. 

Homeland Security Secretary 
Kirstjen M. Nielsen described 
the current caravan as “lawless,” 
and blamed its presence on Con¬ 
gress’s failure to provide border 
security funding and fix the im¬ 
migration system. 

“Such caravans are the result 
of Congress’s inexcusable failure 
to fully fund a needed physical 
barrier and unwillingness to fix 
outdated laws that act as an enor¬ 
mous magnet for illegal aliens,” 
she said in a statement released 
Tuesday. “This crisis won’t be 
solved until we have compre¬ 
hensive border security. Until 
then, DHS will do everything in 
its power - with the assistance of 
federal and state partners - to 
hold smugglers and traffickers 
accountable, enforce our laws, 
and keep American communities 
safe.” 


GOP leader hopes for border deal that Trump will OK 


By Andrew Taylor 
and Alan Fram 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Sen¬ 
ate’s top Republican on Tuesday 
pushed congressional bargain¬ 
ers to reach a border security 
deal without first getting Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s approval, 
a month after the impulsive 
president scuttled an apparent bi¬ 
partisan deal and triggered a his¬ 
torically long federal shutdown. 

Capitol Hill talks to resolve an 
impasse over Trump’s demands 
for billions of dollars for his long- 
sought border wall were making 
progress, participants said. But 
with lawmakers facing a deadline 
to complete their work by Feb. 
15 or confront a renewed shut¬ 
down, Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., said he’s 
not seeking Trump’s blessing in 
advance. 

McConnell’s tactic could re¬ 
move a significant hurdle con¬ 
fronting the talks. Trump’s 
demands have shifted abruptly 
on several issues during his two 
years in the White House, and 
top Republicans seem to feel that 
the best course will be for them to 
focus on reaching a compromise 
with Democrats. 

McConnell told reporters that 
negotiators “ought to reach an 
agreement, and then we’ll hope 
that the president finds it worth 
signing.” 

That’s a break from his stance 
during the recent 35-day partial 
federal shutdown, which began 
after Trump — under pressure 
from conservative pundits — 
turned against an agreement 
to keep agencies open that both 
parties thought he’d embraced. 


That closure ended Jan. 25, and 
during it McConnell insisted that 
Trump’s buy-in would be needed 
before any agreement could be 
reached. 

Trump is seeking $5.7 billion 
for a U.S.-Mexico border wall, but 
it’s clear that the House-Senate 
negotiations won’t approve nearly 
that much. The Senate put a $1.6 
billion plan on the table last year, 
though many House liberals think 
even that amount is too high. 

In his State of the Union ad¬ 
dress, Trump said he wanted to 
strike a border security “com¬ 
promise” but emphasized that a 
“physical barrier, or wall” must 
be included. “I will get it built,” 
he said. 

At the same time, negotia¬ 
tors on the House-Senate panel 
sounded increasingly optimis¬ 
tic of reaching an agreement. 
The lead Senate GOP negotiator, 
Richard Shelby of Alabama, said 
he had a good conversation with 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and 
that staff is making progress in 
behind-the-scenes talks. 

“Both sides have moved,” Sen. 
Roy Blunt, R-Mo., said. “And 
hopefully we’re going to continue 
to see movement.” 

But if Tuesday’s developments 
increase the likelihood of an 
agreement among the pragmatic 
lawmakers dominating the talks 
— who are drawn from the deal¬ 
making appropriations commit¬ 
tees — it could increase the risk 
that Trump might scuttle the en¬ 
tire effort if he’s not satisfied with 
the border-security package. 

Meanwhile, negotiators are 
leaning on border-security ex¬ 
perts to sort through their op¬ 
tions. While Trump is insisting 
on physical structures like walls, 


fences and vehicular barriers, 
Democrats are focused more on 
next-generation scanners, addi¬ 
tional manpower and help for de¬ 
tained migrants. 

“We’re looking to see if there’s 
a way to get together in a compre¬ 
hensive way — whether it’s a bar¬ 
rier, whether it’s a fence, whether 
it’s technology, whether it’s more 
personnel. I think it might be all 
of that,” Shelby told reporters. 

A group of House GOP law¬ 
makers returned from a fact¬ 
finding trip to Texas, New Mexico 
and San Diego. Rep. Chuck Fleis- 
chmann, R-Tenn., said he came 
away from the trip with a better 


sense of what approaches work 
best in varied locations, but that 
fences or walls are a key piece of 
the border security puzzle. 

“The wall deters people, and 
it buys the agents time,” Fleis- 
chmann said. 

Hanging over the talks is a 
threat by Trump to label the situ¬ 
ation on the southern border a 
national emergency and invoke 
powers to transfer money from 
other portions of the budget—like 
disaster aid intended for Army 
Corps of Engineers flood control 
projects — to his wall project. 

Trump’s address omitted any 
references to a renewed govern¬ 


ment shutdown or his oft-repeated 
threat to declare a national emer¬ 
gency if Congress fails to craft a 
deal he supports. 
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House panel expected to send 
Russia transcripts to Mueller 


By Mary Clare Jalonick 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — In the panel’s first 
act since Democrats took the majority, the 
House intelligence committee is expected 
to vote Wednesday to send more than 50 
interview transcripts from its now-closed 
Russia investigation to special counsel 
Robert Mueller. 

The panel’s new chairman, California 
Rep. Adam Schiff, has long said that send¬ 
ing Mueller the transcripts from the probe 
into Russian election interference would 
be one of his first actions. Two associates 
of President Donald Trump have already 
been charged with lying to the committee, 
and Schiff has said Mueller should consid¬ 
er whether additional perjury charges are 
warranted as part of the special counsel’s 
investigation. 

As is tradition, the committee will meet 
behind closed doors. A notice for the meet¬ 
ing says that one of the agenda items is 
“transmission of certain committee tran¬ 
scripts to the Department of Justice.” A 
person familiar with the meeting said the 
vote is to send the transcripts to Mueller’s 
office. 

The vote comes the morning after Trump 
criticized “ridiculous partisan investi¬ 
gations” in his State of the Union speech. 
Schiff has indicated that he will re-open 
parts of the committee probe that Repub¬ 
licans closed last March, concluding there 


Associated Press 

A jury at the U.S. trial of Mexican drug 
lord Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman conclud¬ 
ed its second day of deliberations without a 
verdict Tuesday after jurors sent the judge 
a handful of notes indicating interest in 
the kingpin’s alleged attempts at diversi¬ 
fying his smuggling operation to include 
methamphetamine. 

One note asked for a reading of testimo¬ 
ny about the Sinaloa cartel’s efforts around 
2005 to obtain ephedrine from Asia to pro- 


was no evidence of conspiracy or collusion 
between Russia and Trump’s presidential 
campaign. Democrats strongly objected at 
the time, saying that the Republicans pre¬ 
maturely closed the investigation. 

Trump’s former fixer and personal law¬ 
yer, Michael Cohen, and a longtime advis¬ 
er, Roger Stone, have been charged with 
lying to the panel. Cohen pleaded guilty in 
November to lying to the House and Sen¬ 
ate intelligence committees in a statement 
about his role in a Trump business pro¬ 
posal in Moscow, acknowledging that he 
misled lawmakers by saying he had aban¬ 
doned the project in January 2016 when he 
actually continued pursuing it for months 
after that. 

Cohen, who is scheduled to begin serv¬ 
ing a three-year prison sentence in March, 
will return to the House panel on Friday 
for another closed-door interview, this 
time with Democrats leading the question¬ 
ing. Since he testified in 2017, Cohen has 
turned on the president, cooperating with 
Mueller’s probe and a separate investiga¬ 
tion in New York. He was charged with 
crimes that included arranging the pay¬ 
ment of hush money to conceal his boss’ al¬ 
leged sexual affairs and told a judge that he 
agreed to cover up Trump’s “dirty deeds” 
out of “blind loyalty.” 

Stone pleaded not guilty to charges last 
month that he lied to the House panel about 
his discussions during the 2016 election 


duce meth. The jury also listened to an 
intercepted 2011 phone call in which Guz¬ 
man talked about wanting more customers 
for “ice” in the United States. 

In addition, the jury was provided tran¬ 
scripts of extensive testimony by brothers 
from a Colombian drug-trafficking clan. 
The narcos detailed how they used a fleet 
of private planes to supply tons of cocaine 
to the cartel during the Colombian-Mexi- 
can coke boom in the 1990s and 2000s. 

The brothers were among 14 cooperators 


about WikiLeaks, the anti-secrecy group 
that released thousands of emails stolen 
from Democrats. Stone is also charged 
with obstructing the House probe by en¬ 
couraging one of his associates, New York 
radio host Randy Credico, to refuse to tes¬ 
tify before the House panel in an effort to 
conceal Stone’s false statements. 

Mueller requested Stone’s interview 
transcript last year and the panel voted to 
release it in December, ahead of the Jan¬ 
uary charges. Democrats had previously 
pushed the GOP-led committee to release 
all of the transcripts to Mueller, but Repub¬ 
licans said Mueller hadn’t requested them. 
The committee did vote to release most of 
the transcripts to the public, but they are 
still being reviewed by the intelligence 
community for classified information. 

It is unclear if Mueller has since re¬ 
quested any other transcripts, or if he has 
already seen any of them. It is possible that 
Mueller could have gained access to the 
documents through the intelligence agen¬ 
cies that are reviewing them. 

Among the transcripts that would be re¬ 
leased would be interviews with Trump’s 
eldest son, Donald Trump Jr.; his son-in- 
law, Jared Kushner; his longtime spokes¬ 
woman, Hope Hicks; and his former 
bodyguard Keith Schiller. There are doz¬ 
ens of other transcripts of interviews with 
former Obama administration officials and 
Trump associates. 


to take the witness stand at trial, including 
many who described Guzman’s willing¬ 
ness to use violence against enemies of the 
cartel. The defense has accused the coop¬ 
erators of making him a scapegoat. 

Guzman, 61, has attained near-mythical 
status by escaping jail twice in Mexico. 
He was recaptured and sent in 2017 to the 
United States, where he has been held in 
solitary confinement ever since. 

He could get life in prison if convicted on 
multiple conspiracy charges. 


Yearbook staff 
disagree on 
whether racist 
photo was error 

By Ben Finley 

Associated Press 

NORFOLK, Va. — The racist yearbook 
photo that could sink Virginia Gov. Ralph 
Northam’s career might have been mistak¬ 
enly placed on his profile page — but even 
if it were put there intentionally, it’s unlike¬ 
ly that many students would have noticed, 
according to alumni who put together the 
publication or submitted pictures to it 35 
years ago. 

Dr. Giac Chan Nguyen-Tan, a physician 
practicing in Connecticut, remembers 
that a page he laid out for the 1984 East¬ 
ern Virginia Medical School yearbook was 
changed without his knowledge before 
publication. 

“Could (the offensive photo) have been 
slipped in there? Absolutely,” he said, add¬ 
ing that he doesn’t remember laying out 
Northam’s page, which ended up including 
a photo of one person in blackface and an¬ 
other dressed in a Ku Klux Klan hood and 
robes. 

Fellow yearbook staffer Dr. William El- 
wood disagrees. Elwood said he doubts any 
photos were mixed up — and he says it’s 
unlikely that someone could have pulled a 
prank because a limited number of people 
had keys to the yearbook room. He said he 
took his job seriously and received no com¬ 
plaints after the yearbook was published. 

Regardless of how the photo got there, 
it’s possible not many noticed what was 
in the yearbook; few students enrolled in 
the intense medical school program took 
the publication very seriously — or even 
looked at it — after it was published, sev¬ 
eral classmates said. For many, the year¬ 
book was simply not a priority. Northam 
and his former roommate, Dr. John “Rob” 
Marsh, rushed off to the military immedi¬ 
ately after graduation. Others embarked 
on their residencies. 

The half page that Northam was allotted 
in the yearbook includes three pictures, in¬ 
cluding one of him in a suit. A fourth photo 
shows a man in blackface standing next to 
a person in a full KKK costume. At a news 
conference Feb. 2, Northam remarked 
that a former, unidentified classmate told 
him she thought “numerous pages” of the 
yearbook had received the wrong photos. 
Northam did acknowledge that he wore 
blackface to imitate Michael Jackson at a 
dance contest in Texas decades ago. 

The image was one of at least three 
blackface photos in the 1984 publication. 

Calling the photos “shockingly abhor¬ 
rent,” school leaders said they have com¬ 
missioned an investigation into all past 
yearbooks and the school’s culture. 

“We are acutely hurt by the events that 
occurred,” school president Dr. Richard V. 
Homan said at a news conference Tues¬ 
day. “But it does not compare to the feel¬ 
ings of outrage and pain for our minority 
and African-American community here at 
EVMS, Virginia and around the nation.” 

Homan said when he discovered in early 
2014 that photos of students posing in Con¬ 
federate uniforms had appeared in the 
previous year’s yearbook, he eliminated 
the program, which he said students had 
lost interest in anyway. 

The 1984 photo became public after it 
was posted Feb. 1 on the conservative web¬ 
site Big League Politics. The image set off 
a firestorm of criticism and calls from both 
state and national Democrats and Republi¬ 
cans for the 59-year-old Democratic gov¬ 
ernor to resign. 


High court upholds texting suicide manslaughter conviction 


Alanna Durkin Richer 

Associated Press 

BOSTON — The involuntary manslaughter conviction of a 
young woman who encouraged her boyfriend through dozens of 
text messages to kill himself was upheld Wednesday by Massa¬ 
chusetts’ highest court. 

The Supreme Judicial Court agreed with a lower court judge 
who found that Michelle Carter caused Conrad Roy Ill’s death 
when she told him to “get back in” his truck that was filling with 
toxic gas after he told her he was scared. The judge said Carter 
had a duty to call the police or Roy’s family when she knew he was 
killing himself. 

“And then after she convinced him to get back into the carbon 
monoxide-filled truck, she did absolutely nothing to help him: she 
did not call for help or tell him to get out of the truck as she lis¬ 
tened to him choke and die,” Justice Scott Kafker wrote in the 
Supreme Judicial Court’s ruling. 

Carter’s lawyers noted the only evidence she instructed Roy to 
get back in the truck was a long, rambling text she sent to a friend 
two months later in which she called Roy’s death her fault. 

Carter was 17 when Roy, 18, was found dead of carbon mon¬ 
oxide poisoning in July 2014. Carter, now 22, was sentenced to 
15 months in jail, but has remained free while she pursues her 
appeals. 


Prosecutors had argued Carter could have stopped Roy from 
killing himself, but instead bullied him into going through with 
his plan through text messages that became more insistent as he 
delayed. 

“I thought you wanted to do this. The time is right and you’re 
ready —just do it babe,” she wrote. 

“You’re finally going to be happy in heaven. No more pain. It’s 
okay to be scared and it’s normal. I mean, you’re about to die,” 
Carter wrote in another. 

Carter’s lawyers argued she can’t be convicted because of her 
words alone, noting she wasn’t with him when he killed himself 
and didn’t provide him with the means to do it. Her attorney also 
told the court there was no evidence it would have made a differ¬ 
ence if she had called for help, saying she didn’t even know where 
his truck was parked. 

“We can all see from the text messages that Michelle Carter did 
not force Conrad Roy to kill himself,” Attorney Daniel Marx told 
the court in October. 

Carter and Roy both lived in Massachusetts but met in Florida 
in 2012 while both were on vacation with their families. Their re¬ 
lationship consisted mainly of texting and other electronic com¬ 
munications. Both teens struggled with depression. Carter had 
also been treated for anorexia, and Roy had made earlier suicide 
attempts. 


El Chapo jury asks about meth operation in second day of deliberations 
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Ell chief: 'Special place in hell’ for some Brexiteers 


By Lorne Cook and Jill Lawless 

Associated Press 

BRUSSELS — European Council Presi¬ 
dent Donald Tusk took a swipe Wednesday 
at some Brexit-backers in Britain, won¬ 
dering aloud what "‘special place in heir’ 
might be reserved for those who had no 
idea how to deliver the country’s exit from 
the European Union. 

With less than two months to go until 
Britain is due to leave the EU and concern 
mounting about a potentially chaotic de¬ 
parture, Tusk, who chairs meetings of EU 
leaders, also appeared to dash any British 
hopes that the bloc would reopen discus¬ 
sions over the Brexit deal that was over¬ 
whelmingly rejected by U.K. lawmakers 
last month. 

“I have been wondering what a special 
place in hell looks like for those who pro¬ 
moted Brexit without even a sketch of plan 
how to carry it out safely,” Tusk told re¬ 
porters after talks with Irish Prime Min¬ 
ister Leo Varadkar. 

As the men shook hands, Varadkar told 
Tusk “they will give you terrible trouble 
in the British press” over the comments 
— which, as predicted, drew outrage from 
British Brexiteers. 

House of Commons Leader Andrea 
Leadsom, a pro-Brexit Conservative, said 
Tusk’s remark was “pretty unacceptable 
and pretty disgraceful. ... it totally de¬ 
means him.” 

Sammy Wilson of Northern Ireland’s 
Democratic Unionist Party tweeted that 
Tusk was a “devilish euro maniac ... doing 


his best to keep the United Kingdom bound 
by the chains of EU bureaucracy and 
control.” 

And former U.K. Independence Party 
leader Nigel Farage tweeted: “After Brex¬ 
it we will be free of unelected, arrogant 
bullies like you and run our own country. 
Sounds more like heaven to me.” 

Britain is scheduled to leave the EU on 
March 29 — the first time a country has 
ever done so. British Prime Minister The¬ 
resa May is due in Brussels on Thursday 
with what she says is a parliamentary 
mandate to re-open the withdrawal agree¬ 
ment, sealed between the EU and her Con¬ 
servative government in November after 
18 months of intense, highly technical 
negotiations. 

It might be a fruitless visit. 

“The EU 27 is not making any new offer,” 
Tusk said Wednesday. European Com¬ 
mission President Jean-Claude Juncker 
agreed, saying the bloc “is not prepared to 
reopen the issue.” 

Tusk and Varadkar said EU nations 
were intensifying their preparations for a 
‘no-deal’ British exit — a possibly disas¬ 
trous development that could inflict heavy 
economic and political damage in the U.K. 
and the EU alike. 

“A sense of responsibility also tells us to 
prepare for a possible fiasco,” Tusk said. 

May’s opponents, meanwhile, urged the 
government to delay Brexit, saying Brit¬ 
ain is unprepared to leave on March 29. 
Labour Party foreign policy spokeswoman 
Emily Thornberry said such a postpone¬ 
ment would allow “time to see whether the 


negotiations succeed or, if they do not, to 
pursue a different plan.” 

“We have a government treading water 
in the Niagara River while the current is 
taking us over the falls,” she told lawmak¬ 
ers in the House of Commons. 

Britain’s Parliament voted down May’s 
Brexit deal last month, largely because of 
concerns about a provision for the border 
between the U.K.’s Northern Ireland and 
EU member Ireland. The mechanism, 
known as the backstop, is a safeguard that 
would keep the U.K. in a customs union 
with the EU to remove the need for checks 
along the Irish border until a permanent 
new trading relationship is in place. 

The border area was a flashpoint during 
decades of conflict in Northern Ireland, 
and the free flow of people and goods 
across the frontier underpins the peace 
agreement of 1998. 

But many pro-Brexit British lawmakers 
fear the backstop will trap Britain in reg¬ 
ulatory lockstep with the EU, while May’s 
political allies in Northern Ireland’s Dem¬ 
ocratic Unionist Party say it imposes bar¬ 
riers between Northern Ireland and the 
rest of the U.K. 

In search of elusive unity, May met 
Wednesday with the DUP, which insists 
the backstop must be scrapped, and with 
other Northern Ireland parties who insist 
it must stay. 

There was little sign that any compro¬ 
mises were in sight. 

“The prime minister has come here emp¬ 
ty-handed, with the same old rhetoric, with 
no plan, no credibility, frankly no honor,” 


said Mary Lou McDonald, president of the 
Irish nationalist party Sinn Fein. 

McDonald said the backstop “is the bot¬ 
tom line” for keeping the border open. 

The EU, which has long regarded the 
Irish border as the thorniest issue in Brex¬ 
it talks, is also adamant that the backstop 
can’t be removed. Tusk’s appearance 
alongside Varadkar was the latest signal 
that the bloc will not abandon Ireland, 
which fears both the economic and politi¬ 
cal impact of a hard border. 

“We will not gamble with peace or put 
a sell-by date on reconciliation, and this is 
why we insist on the backstop,” Tusk said. 
“Give us a believable guarantee for peace 
in Northern Ireland, and the U.K. will 
leave the EU as a trusted friend.” 

Varadkar said Britain’s political insta¬ 
bility “demonstrates exactly why we need 
a legal guarantee” about the border. 

During a speech Tuesday in Belfast, 
May restated her “unshakeable” commit¬ 
ment to avoiding a hard border and said 
she was seeking changes to the backstop 
rather than its removal from the withdraw¬ 
al agreement. 

May’s government has been searching 
for a way to overcome lawmakers’ opposi¬ 
tion to the backstop, by adding a time limit 
or an exit clause — both of which have 
been rejected by the EU — or a finding a 
way to replace border infrastructure with 
unspecified technology. 

Tusk said he hoped May would bring to 
Brussels “a realistic suggestion on how to 
end the impasse.” 


Vatican clarifies pope on issue of ‘sexual slavery’ of nuns 


Associated Press 

VATICAN CITY — The Vatican on 
Wednesday clarified comments by Pope 
Francis about a case of what he called 
“sexual slavery” within a French congre¬ 
gation of nuns, saying he was referring to 
an abuse of power that was reflected in in¬ 
stances of sexual abuse. 

Francis cited the case when responding 
to a question about the sexual abuse of nuns 
by clergy during a press conference Tues¬ 
day after returning home from the United 
Arab Emirates. It was the pope’s first-ever 
public acknowledgment of the problem of 
priests and bishops sexually abusing nuns. 
He stressed that the Vatican had been con¬ 


fronting the issue for some time and vowed 
to do more. 

Vatican spokesman Alessandro Gisotti 
said Wednesday Francis “spoke of ‘sexual 
slavery’ to mean ‘manipulation’ or a type of 
abuse of power that is reflected in a sexual 
abuse.” 

The Community of St. Jean admitted 
in 2013 that its late founder had behaved 
“in ways that went against chastity” with 
women in the order, according to the 
French Catholic newspaper La Croix. The 
Vatican under Pope Benedict XVI ultimate¬ 
ly dissolved an offshoot of the congregation. 

The issue has come to the fore amid the 
Catholic Church’s overall reckoning with 


the sexual abuse of minors and the #Me- 
Too-inspired acknowledgement that adults 
can be victims of abuse whenever there is 
an imbalance of power in a relationship. 
In the past year, The Associated Press 
and other media have reported on cases of 
abused nuns in India , Africa, Europe and 
South America — evidence that the prob¬ 
lem is by no means limited to a certain geo¬ 
graphic area. 

In November, the organization represent¬ 
ing all the world’s female Catholic religious 
orders, the International Union of Superiors 
General, publicly denounced the “culture of 
silence and secrecy” that prevented nuns 
from speaking out and urged sisters to re¬ 


port abuse to their superiors and police. 
And just last week, the women’s magazine 
of the Vatican newspaper L’Osservatore Ro¬ 
mano identified the clerical culture of the 
all-powerful clergy as the culprit. 

The magazine, “Women Church World,” 
noted that the scandal involves a corollary: 
nuns being forced to abort the priests’ chil¬ 
dren or bear children that the priests re¬ 
fuse to recognize. 

Francis’ acknowledgement of the prob¬ 
lem comes as he prepares to decide the 
fate of the disgraced American ex-car- 
dinal, Theodore McCarrick, who is ac¬ 
cused of abusing minors as well as adult 
seminarians. 


Ebola outbreak in Congo takes monkey meat off the menu 


By Okech Francis 

Bloomberg 

Bush meat and cross-border visits are 
off the table for Jenti Gabriel Mambuku, a 
mother of eight living in a South Sudanese 
market town a short bus-ride from neigh¬ 
boring Democratic Republic of Congo. 

The reason: Congo’s worst-ever Ebola 
outbreak that’s claimed 460 lives since Au¬ 
gust. The last time the deadly hemorrhagic 
virus went transnational in 2014, it killed 
more than 11,000 people in three West Af¬ 
rican countries. 

The outbreak has put war-torn South 
Sudan on high alert, with health work¬ 
ers being vaccinated and residents being 
taught how to avoid infection. In Mam- 
buku’s town, Yambio, that means foregoing 
trips to see family in Congo and avoiding 


local delicacies like monkey, zebra and an¬ 
telope meat. 

“I told my children that we cannot con¬ 
tinue eating bush meat or any dry meat 
because we fear that the Ebola is very near 
now,” the 35-year-old said in an interview 
on the outskirts of Yambio, about 220 miles 
west of South Sudan’s capital, Juba. 

Human infections of Ebola in Africa 
have been associated with hunting, butch¬ 
ering and processing of meat from infect¬ 
ed animals, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. In 2002, 
the World Health Organization linked an 
outbreak of Ebola in Gabon to an infected 
gorilla. 

Yambio is situated in dense forest within 
about 25 miles of the border with Congo, 
where residents source so-called bush 


meat. In the past, inhabitants of the town 
and surrounding areas simply walked 
across the border to visit relatives on the 
other side, often bringing fresh supplies 
with them. 

Those trips are being curbed because 
of the Ebola outbreak, according to Victor 
Diko, a Yambio county official who is super¬ 
vising efforts to prevent the disease from 
spreading. The outbreak in Congo is in two 
provinces — North Kivu, which borders 
Rwanda and Uganda, and Ituri, along the 
boundaries with Uganda and South Sudan. 

“The risk of Ebola spreading here is 
very high because of the very many porous 
border points which are not monitored,” 
Diko said in an interview. 

South Sudan is ill-equipped to mount an 
emergency response to a disease outbreak. 


Five years of civil war that erupted in De¬ 
cember 2013 and may have killed almost 
400,000 people has stretched the country’s 
health facilities to near-breaking point. 

“Coupled with insecurity and inaccessi¬ 
bility, an outbreak of Ebola virus disease 
in South Sudan can potentially be devastat¬ 
ing with immense human suffering and a 
high number of deaths,” said Helene Sand- 
bu Ryeng, a spokeswoman for the United 
Nations International Children’s Emergen¬ 
cy Fund. “Prevention is paramount.” 

The UN has appealed for $16.3 million to 
help set up systems needed to prevent the 
disease from spreading to South Sudan, 
which has had three previous outbreaks 
of the disease. The Ebola response in West 
Africa in 2014-16 cost more than $3.6 
billion. 
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Ghost, a Swedish metal band, is up for best rock album and best rock song at the Grammy Awards on 
Sunday. The band won a Grammy for best metal performance in 2016. 

Swedes stepping up 

Metal band finds itself among ‘big boys and girls’ at Grammys 


By Mark Kennedy 

Associated Pressr 

The first time Tobias Forge walked up to collect a 
Grammy, few people knew his name — and that was 
purposeful. 

The leader of the Swedish metal group Ghost 
fiercely protected his anonymity and hid behind 
thick ghoulish makeup. Things will be different if 
he wins this year. 

If Forge’s band’s name is called, he will go up as 
himself, leaving aside his costume and alter ego. He 
has two chances: Ghost is up for best rock album 
and best rock song. It’s a category switch from 2016, 
when it won for best metal performance. 

Forge, who creates demonic characters for every 
album, has slipped into his latest, the creepy Car¬ 
dinal Copia, to tour with the new CD, “Prequelle,” 
which continues the band’s ability to mix the metal 
of Scorpions or Ratt with a surprisingly tight sax 
solo. Forge was unmasked in 2017 when former 
band members sued him, forcing him to reveal his 
identity. 

‘‘Prequelle” hit No. 3 on the Billboard 200 albums 
chart and No. 1 on the top rock album list, spawning 
the Top 20 rock hits “Rats” and “Dance Macabre.” 

Forge took time out from Ghost’s European tour 
to chat with The Associated Press by phone about 
his sound, switching categories and losing his 
anonymity. 

AP: In 2016, you seemed kind of restrained for 
a guy who just won a Grammy. Were you playing 
it cool? 

Forge: I guess I am a somewhat composed guy. 
But, obviously, the last time you saw me there, also, 
we were in character. And it doesn’t really translate 
very well. Any sentiments you may have — unless 
it’s wrath — it won’t show very well. But I was ec¬ 
static, absolutely. 

Will you attend the awards in character this 
time? 

From a comfort level and just to make it doable, 
we’re just leaving the Cardinal in Germany to wait 
for us to come back. He has to stay there. But, you 
know, we’ll get him a room and a harem. He’ll be fine. 

At the ‘16 Grammys, you competed in the metal 
category. This year, you’re in two rock categories. 


Have they changed the way they look at you or 
have you changed your approach to music? 

Each record is its own being but you will recog¬ 
nize the style — there are certain fingerprints in 
there, there are certain traces of DNA — that will be 
unmistakably mine. But I personally don’t believe 
that our step is so far out of the zone that we should 
naturally change categories. 

Is being in the rock category more intimidating? 

All of a sudden, you’re playing with the big boys 
and girls. Over time, the best rock category has had 
Coldplay, Kings of Leon, Foo Fighters, The Killers 
— all these bands that are obviously bigger than we 
are. You’re playing in a different league. I don’t feel 
certain about winning at all. I wouldn’t even if we 
were in the metal category. We’ll see what happens. 
I’m just happy to be nominated once again. 

The Grammys seem to have a fluid idea of what 
you make. How do you call what you do? 

I don’t feel the need to categorize what we do. Let 
me put it this way, if I’m in a cab, and the cab driver 
says, “What do you sound like?” Depending on the 
age, if it’s someone likely to know who Alice Coo¬ 
per is, I’d say, “Well, it’s theatrical rock, kind of like 
Alice Cooper or Kiss.” That’s basically what it is in 
laymen’s terms. At the end of the day, I think that the 
easiest way to explain it is melodic rock music with a 
big theatrical presentation. 

You’ll be opening for Metallica on tour this sum¬ 
mer. How does that feel? 

I grew up with Metallica. Definitely from an early 
age, I became a fan. They’ve inspired me tremen¬ 
dously. Obviously, one of my favorite bands. A huge 
inspiration musically. They’ve been mentors with¬ 
out practically doing it themselves. They’ve always 
mentored me. Without them, I wouldn’t be here. 

Your anonymity was taken away a few years 
ago. How has the transition been? 

I had to reconfigure things, especially in my head. 
I was very, very happy being anonymous. It made 
things easy. I could say yes to just a few things and no 
to everything else. Everything was cool. But being 
in an anonymous band doesn’t go very well with the 
idea of wanting to become a known band. And it’s 
always been like that. If you want to become known, 
it kind of rules out the idea of not being known. It’s 
a contradiction. 


‘Modern Family’ to end 
next year after 11 seasons 


Associated Press 

ABC’s “Modern Family,” the 
five-time Emmy Award winner 
for best comedy, will end its run 
next year after 11 seasons. 

ABC Entertainment President 
Karey Burke announced the end 
of the series about the boisterous 
extended family on Tuesday. It 
will finish three seasons short of 
the longest-running sitcom ever, 
“The Adventures of Ozzie & Har¬ 
riet.” 

The series was an immediate 
hit after its debut in September 
2009. It began a five-year streak of 
winning the Emmy for best come¬ 
dy a year later. Actors Ty Burrell, 
Julie Bowen and Eric Stonestreet 
each won two Emmys. 

It’s currently seen by nearly 5 
million viewers a week. 

Red carpet nixed 
after Neeson interview 

The red carpet event for the 
premiere of Liam Neeson’s lat¬ 
est film was canceled Tuesday, 
a day after a British newspaper 
published an interview in which 
the actor discussed wanting to 
kill a random black person nearly 
40 years ago when a close friend 
told him she had been raped by a 
black man. 

Organizers of the New York 
premiere of “Cold Pursuit” said 
they were cancelling interviews 
and photo opportunities for the 
film hours after Neeson appeared 
on “Good Morning America” to 
explain his past racist thoughts. 
He told interviewer Robin Rob¬ 
erts he is not a racist and moved 
past his desire for violence after 
seeking help from a priest and 
from friends. 

Neeson said in an interview 
published Monday by The Inde¬ 
pendent that after learning his 
friend’s attacker was black, he 
“went up and down areas with a 
cosh (stick or truncheon)” hop¬ 
ing a black person “would come 
out of a pub and have a go at me 
about something, you know? So 
that I could kill him.” 

Smollett: Attackers knew 
he was on ‘Empire’ 

“Empire” actor Jussie Smollett 
told police that two men seemed 
to know who he was before they 
beat him, shouted racial and ho¬ 
mophobic slurs, and looped a 
rope around his neck during an 
early-morning attack in Chicago, 
according to a recently released 
police report. 

Smollett, 36, told police that 
two men dressed in black got his 
attention by mentioning the name 
of the TV show as he walked 
downtown early on Jan. 29. Smol¬ 
lett said the more aggressive man 
wore a black mask to conceal his 
face. 

Smollett, who is black and 
openly gay, said the men then 
shouted slurs, beat him in the face 
with their hands and poured an 
unknown substance on him that 
stained his clothes. He said the 
men tied a rope around his neck 
before running away, according 


to a brief police report released 
to the public following a Freedom 
of Information request by media 
outlets. 

The report noted Smollett said 
he initially didn’t want to report 
the attack, but that another per¬ 
son convinced him to do so. The 
name of the person who encour¬ 
aged Smollet to call police was re¬ 
dacted in the report, which notes 
that the person was with Smollet 
when officers arrived at his Chi¬ 
cago apartment. 

When officers arrived at his 
apartment, Smollett still had a 
white rope draped around his 
neck. The report also noted that 
officers turned off their body 
cameras at Smollett’s request, 
something that crime victims 
sometimes ask officers to do, ac¬ 
cording to Chicago police spokes¬ 
man Anthony Guglielmi. 

No arrests have been made but 
police continue to collect and re¬ 
view surveillance video from the 
area and look for possible wit¬ 
nesses, Guglielmi said Tuesday. 

Other news 

■ An inmate whose life sen¬ 
tence was commuted thanks in 
part to the efforts of Kim Kar- 
dashian West has a book deal, 
along with deals for film and tele¬ 
vision rights. Harper, an imprint 
of HarperCollins Publishers, 
announced Wednesday that Al¬ 
ice Marie Johnson’s “After Life: 
My Journey From Incarceration 
to Freedom” comes out May 21. 
Kardashian West contributed 
a foreword to what Harper is 
calling an “honest, faith-driven 
memoir” and a “deep look into 
the systemic issue of mass incar¬ 
ceration.” Film, television and 
“life rights” were sold to Endeav¬ 
or Content and One Community. 
Financial terms for Johnson’s 
book and film and television deals 
were not disclosed. Johnson, 63, 
served more than two decades of 
a life sentence without parole for 
non-violent offenses before Pres¬ 
ident Donald Trump commuted 
her sentence last year. 

■ Jennifer Lawrence is en¬ 
gaged to boyfriend Cooke Ma- 
roney. The actress’ publicist 
confirmed Wednesday the 
28-year-old Academy Award win¬ 
ner’s engagement, but did not 
provide additional details. Ma- 
roney is the director of an art gal¬ 
lery in New York City. Lawrence 
has finished filming “X-Men: 
Dark Phoenix,” which is expect¬ 
ed in theaters in June. 

■ A man who broke into Tay¬ 
lor Swift’s townhouse in New 
York City and took a nap has 
been sentenced to six months in 
jail. The New York Post report¬ 
ed that Roger Alvarado, 22, of 
Homestead, Fla., was sentenced 
Tuesday after pleading guilty to 
criminal contempt and attempted 
burglary. The Post said Alvarado 
plans to return to Florida after his 
jail stint, which is nearly finished, 
and serve five years’ probation. 
He must also complete a men¬ 
tal-health program. 
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OPINION 

Trump’s words invited comparison to Nixon’s 


By Philip Bump 

The Washington Post 

S tanding before a largely hostile 
Congress, President Donald Trump 
couldn’t help but offer a word of 
warning to the Democratic House 
majority. But first, he did a little boasting. 

“The state of our union is strong,” Trump 
said, repurposing last year’s adjective. To 
bolster that argument, he pointed to the 
strong economy. 

‘‘On Friday, it was announced that we 
added another 304,000 jobs last month 
alone — almost double what was expected. 
An economic miracle is taking place in the 
United States,” the president said. 

He quickly transitioned. 

“And the only thing that can stop it are 
foolish wars, politics, or ridiculous partisan 
investigations,” he said. “If there is going 
to be peace and legislation, there cannot be 
war and investigation. It just doesn’t work 
that way!” 

The line didn’t prompt much of a re¬ 
sponse. Even Republicans probably aren’t 
terribly eager to be seen applauding a 
president’s call to end investigations into 
his campaign, foundation and inaugural 
committee — much less a Republican cau¬ 
cus that was fervently supportive of inves¬ 
tigations into Trump’s predecessor. 

Among one group, though, the line prob¬ 
ably elicited a gasp or two: historians. 

On Jan. 30, 1974, then-President Rich¬ 
ard Nixon addressed a joint session of 
Congress to update it on the state of the 
American union. A little over a year prior, 
he’d been re-elected as president by one of 
the widest margins in American history. 
Since that day, though, his administration 
had been increasingly hobbled by the on¬ 
going investigation into the break-in at the 
Democratic National Committee’s head¬ 


quarters at the Watergate Hotel. 

Watergate was itself a wide-ranging af¬ 
fair, with investigations underway by the 
Senate and a special prosecutor. It was re¬ 
vealed in July of the prior year that Nixon 
had recorded conversations in his office; 
Nixon’s refusal to turn over the record¬ 
ings led to his firing the special prosecutor 
a few months later, in October. A num¬ 
ber of people linked to his campaign had 
been indicted or pleaded guilty to crimes 
— including a campaign aide who pleaded 
guilty to lying to the FBI only two days be¬ 
fore Nixon’s speech. 

Sound familiar? 

During that speech, Nixon covered the 
expected ground. At the end, though, he 
addressed the elephant in the room. 

“Mr. Speaker, and Mr. President, and my 
distinguished colleagues and our guests: I 
would like to add a personal word with re¬ 
gard to an issue that has been of great con¬ 
cern to all Americans over the past year,” 
Nixon said. “I refer, of course, to the inves¬ 
tigations of the so-called Watergate affair. 
As you know, I have provided to the spe¬ 
cial prosecutor voluntarily a great deal of 
material. I believe that I have provided all 
the material that he needs to conclude his 
investigations and to proceed to prosecute 
the guilty and to clear the innocent.” 

“I believe the time has come to bring 
that investigation and the other investiga¬ 
tions of this matter to an end,” Nixon con¬ 
tinued. “One year of Watergate is enough.” 

It wasn’t quite enough, as it turned out. 
The investigations would press on and, less 
than seven months after he spoke those 
words, Nixon would resign rather than 
face ouster following an impeachment. 

Trump, too, has called for the probe by 
special counsel Robert Mueller to end and 
his allies and spokespeople have repeated¬ 
ly asserted that Mueller has spent enough 


time and has enough information to final¬ 
ize his work. But it was the release of one 
specific bit of material — the so-called 
“smoking gun” recording in which Nixon 
was heard instructing an aide on how to 
kill the break-in investigation — in August 
that immediately led to his resignation. 

At the time of his speech, Nixon’s politi¬ 
cal fate was already all but sealed. His ap¬ 
proval rating was 28 percent, according to 
Gallup, and even among members of his 
own party had fallen below 60 percent. 

Trump is in a better position now than 
Nixon was then, which is certainly an 
example of damning with faint praise. 
Trump’s approval ratings over the course 
of his presidency have been consistent — 
but generally near or below 40 percent in 
Gallup’s polling. Among Republicans, how¬ 
ever, his approval has stayed well above 80 
percent. 

The Watergate break-in was part of a 
wide-ranging scheme deployed by Nixon 
and his aides to run up the score in 1972. 
The investigations into Trump are simi¬ 
larly about actions that took place during 
his candidacy. Trump has a disadvantage 
that Nixon didn’t, though: a re-election 
bid that’s now less than two years out. He 
also has a new Democratic majority in the 
House that’s champing at the bit to conduct 
investigations into Trump far more robust 
than those led by Republicans during his 
first two years. 

Which is to say that no one is likely to be 
persuaded by Trump’s plea for the Demo¬ 
crats to keep their powder dry. The one ad¬ 
vantage that Trump may have over Nixon 
is innocence. May; that’s the point of the 
investigations. 

In January 1974, it wasn’t clear just how 
much guilt Nixon bore, either. 

New York-based Philip Bump writes about politics 
for the Washington Post blog The Fix. 


A nuclear first strike should still be an option for US 


By Tyler Cowen 

Bloomberg News 

D emocrats in the U.S. House and 
Senate introduced legislation 
last week to prevent the U.S. 
from using nuclear weapons 
unless first attacked by nuclear weapons 
from another country. Ideally, the bill will 
induce a long-needed reconsideration of 
U.S. nuclear weapons policy — and lead to 
the conclusion that “The No First Use Act” 
would hobble U.S. national interests and 
make the world a more dangerous place. 

First, let us assume that the bill, one of 
whose sponsors is senator and presiden¬ 
tial candidate Elizabeth Warren, actu¬ 
ally would have binding force in some of 
the emergency cases where this might be 
an issue to begin with. Otherwise, it is an 
empty declaration. 

What might be some possible occasions 
on which the U.S. would entertain a nu¬ 
clear first strike? Say a president received 
intelligence reports that the North Kore¬ 
ans were planning either a nuclear attack 
themselves, or to sell some of their weap¬ 
ons to hostile terrorist groups. Assume 
also that a direct ground invasion was 
infeasible (likely) and that bunker-buster 
bombs would not suffice to take out the re¬ 
gime (also likely). In that situation, the U.S. 
might well entertain the notion of a limited 
nuclear strike on North Korea, if only to 
forestall an even greater catastrophe. 

This is not to say that such a strike is 
actually a good idea, as in the abstract it 
is impossible to know (intelligence can be 
wrong, for one thing), and if the U.S. actu¬ 
ally carried out the strike, the alternative 
scenario would never materialize. Still, the 
possibility of such a strike — even if it is 
irrational or too destructive — might deter 


the North Koreans from going down this 
path to begin with. 

Or, if you prefer, take a hypothetical 
from history. Say Nazi Germany still was 
fighting World War II when the Manhattan 
Project succeeded in building a few nu¬ 
clear bombs. If the Germans were on the 
verge of getting their own nuclear weapon, 
would you have wanted America to have 
the freedom to take out the Nazi bomb? 

It is hard to see why the U.S. should vol¬ 
untarily surrender this capability. And if 
the fear is a truly rogue American presi¬ 
dent, that seems to be exactly the case 
where the law would be ignored and a uni¬ 
lateral attack would proceed anyway. 

Maybe you think the bill will limit the 
risk of a miscalculation. But the most likely 
scenario for miscalculation is one in which 
the U.S. has concluded (mistakenly) that 
another nation has already launched nu¬ 
clear weapons. The bill would not prevent 
this scenario. 

Countries have different uses for their 
nuclear weapons. In the case of the hypo¬ 
thetical involving North Korea, for exam¬ 
ple, few would expect India to have either 
the desire or the capacity to solve the 
North Korea problem. A “no first strike” 
nuclear policy thus might make sense for 
India, and indeed the country has adopted 
a version of such a policy. But as the world’s 
dominant military power, the U.S. is in a 
fundamentally different position. 

Furthermore, how exactly would it be de¬ 
termined that another nation had launched 
nuclear weapons first? There are plenty 
of unambiguous cases (e.g., Hiroshima), 
but also numerous intermediate scenarios 
requiring judgment. What if a missile is 
launched and then crashes, without deliv¬ 
ering its payload? What if U.S. forces knock 
out a missile site while a nuclear launch is 


underway? What if the near future brings 
very small tactical nuclear weapons, with 
more discrete impacts than current tacti¬ 
cal nukes? What if some other weapon of 
mass destruction, for example a bioweapon 
that is far more lethal and dangerous than 
a nuke, were deployed? 

In those cases, does a commander in 
chief first have to obtain permission from 
Congress before ordering a nuclear strike? 
The bill itself is short on details, but a re¬ 
cent and comparable bill stated the logical 
alternative that a first-use nuclear strike 
would be prohibited “unless such strike is 
conducted pursuant to a declaration of war 
by Congress that expressly authorizes such 
strike.” What if a devastating cyberattack 
rendered such a vote impossible? What if a 
hypersonic nuclear weapon were launched 
against Washington, giving the president 
only minutes to make a decision? 

This debate is not entirely new. Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama considered a no-first- 
use declaration, but it was strenuously 
opposed by top Cabinet officials and U.S. 
allies in both Asia and Europe. Obama 
wisely dropped the idea. Nothing in the 
basic calculus of the situation has changed 
since then. 

The use of nuclear weapons remains the 
most important issue we face as a civiliza¬ 
tion. It is thus especially important that 
U.S. policy both engage with allies and 
reflect the lessons of game theory and 
nuclear weapons. Analytically speaking, 
the No First Use Act is weak. For the U.S., 
first-strike capability remains a valuable 
option. 

Tyler Cowen is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist. 

He is a professor of economics at George Mason 
University and the author of “The Complacent 
Class: The Self-Defeating Quest for the American 
Dream.” 
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IW DKD’S COMPANY 
LETS HIM WORK FROM 
HOME SOMETIMES. 


DO YOU THINK 
WE COULD 
DO TUtt? 



I WAS UP ALL NIGHT 
TEXT-FIGHTING WITH 
THE BABY fAAfAA OF 
fAY CYBORG SON. 



HOW MUCH 
HOMEWORK 
D\D SHE 
GWE YOU? 


Eugene Sheffer Crossword 


SHE THINKS HE NEEDS 
TO GO TO SCHOOL, BUT 
I PREFER LETTING HIS 
HUIAAN PARTS ATROPHY 
BECAUSE THEY ARE 
WEAK AND STUPID. 


RELATION- YOU'RE 
SHIPS ARE SIAART TO 
HARD. BE SO UN- 
I POPULAR. 
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WOULPN'T IT BE COOL 
IF WE COULP LIVE IN 
77/E MIPPLE AGEE, RANPY? 

WE COULP ROAM THE 
COUNTRYEIPE ON HOREEE 
ANP CAKRY EWORPE. 


WE COULP HANG OUT IN 
TAVERNE ANP PRINK ALE, 
MAYBE EARN ENOUGH COIN 
TO HIRE A HERO- 


THEN WE COULP GO ON 
A QUEET. MAYBE ELAY 
EOME GOLEME. 


\NVUES tNK@&AVtTHL\M^.tR 1 6T 

/ THINK IT'E A REAL EIGN 
OF INTELLECTUAL MATURITY 
THAT WE HAVEN'T EVEN 
MENTIONEP MAIPENE YET. 



If you startle them, 
they usually drop more 
food than you dan get 
from their erumt£. 
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ACROSS 

1 Soviet space 
station 

4 Dance move 
8 Actress Fisher 
12— out a living 

13 Abode 

14 Punch 

15 Shares with 
followers on 
social media 

17 Fury 

18 MSN rival 

19 Fuming 

21 Cop’s badge 

24 Flamenco cheer 

25 Triumphed 

26 Half a dozen 
28 Travels by jet 
32 Throat clearer 
34 Jewel 

36 Early Peruvian 

37 Cleaning agent 
39 Fawn’s mom 

41 Junior 

42 Carried out 
44 French 

cathedral city 
46 Tea urn 

50 Business mag 

51 Pressing thing? 

52 “The Handmaid’s 
Tale” author 
Atwood 

56 King of the 
jungle 

2-7 


57 Always 

58 Notable time 

59 “I did it!” 

60 Faction 

61 Cowboy moniker 

DOWN 

1 Sea, to Henri 

2 Mamie’s man 

3 Lawyer’s fee 

4 Beach souvenirs 

5 Water tester 

6 911 responders 

7 Green sauce 

8 Haifa native 

9 Bridge coup 

10 Olympic sled 

11 On in years 
16 Misery 

20 Sprite 

21 Clear the decks? 

22 Jolly laugh 


23 Use a shovel 
27 Deleted 

29 Behind closed 
doors 

30 Nobel Prize 
subj. 

31 Without 
33 “Material 

Girl” singer 
35 Extinct bird 
38 VII doubled 
40 Asylum seeker, 
perhaps 

43 Titled women 

45 — jiffy 

46 Sediment 

47 “Carmen” solo 

48 Disposition 

49 Sitarist Shankar 

53 Roulette bet 

54 Before 

55 Levy 
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CRYPTOQUIP 


J K V Z L T K 
UDHUDOA 


EEKING OUT A LIVING 


UBK EDHIU DT 
Z EHZOK UI UZWK 
DU ZSILOM VLSRKT, DT BK 
MIDOA BDAB-HKRKH 
JZOWDOA? 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I EMULATE THAT 
COMIC, SINCE HE IS VERY GOOD AT DELIVERING 
HUMOR DRYLY. HE’S MY DROLL MODEL. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: H equals L 
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Classifieds 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 040 


SCAM 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 
target both sellers and 
buyers with classifieds 
advertisements. 

Be aware of the common 
red flags. 

Some of the latest Scam 
fads are: 

□ Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 
through an agent using 
paypal. 

D People saying Free Dog 
(different breeds) for 
adoption. 


Automotive 140 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Tax Assistance _ 940 

- \ 

_H&R BLOCK 

Germany H&R Block Tax 
Offices Get face-to-face tax help. 



Ramstein 

06371-8020410 

Wiesbaden 

06134-256963 

Vilseck 

01735-736112 

^Email: edemons@hrblock.com^ 



Autos for Sale 

Travel 

1000 


142 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 
www.vilseckautosales.com 

Free Europe-wide delivery 
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**Winter in Garmisch!** 

Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 

www.forsthaus-oberau.de 

a 


Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


STARSK^STRIPES. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 



Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in Europe, Pacific, 

Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for iPhone and Android and in a Tablet Edition for iPad. 
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When you’re serving at a base in Afghanistan or one of the Gulf States, an American newspaper is an 
important link to home. At an isolated location like that, you can develop a real hunger for world and 
national news, stories with a military focus... news that really matters to you. 

Stars and Stripes delivers thousands of papers a day downrange, seven days a week — and we count on 
financial support from our subscribers and advertisers to get those papers to our forward deployed forces. 
Why? Although part of the Department of Defense, Stars and Stripes is editorially independent and 
maintaining our independence demands that we meet most of our financial obligations through our 
own commercial activities. That means selling subscriptions and advertising. Your subscription can 
make a difference. Donating a mail subscription to a VA hospital or clinic can help even more. 


Subscribe today: Stripes.com/digital or email MemberServices@stripes.com for more information. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Deals 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Agreed to terms 
with 2B Jordany Valdespin, IB Wilin Ro¬ 
sario, LHP Pat Dean and RHPs Kevin 
Comer and Adam Atkins on minor league 
contracts. 

TEXAS RANGERS - Agreed to terms 
with RHPs Ricardo Rodriguez and David 
Carpenter and LHP Chris Nunn on minor 
league contracts. 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Traded 
RHP Jake Barrett to San Francisco for 
cash. 

MIAMI MARLINS - Designated OF 
Isaac Galloway for assignment. Agreed 
to terms with OF Curtis Granderson on 
a minor league contract. Claimed RHP 
Austin Brice off waivers from Baltimore. 
Named Keith Johnson manager of New 
Orleans (PCL), Kevin Randel manager of 
Jacksonville (SL), Todd Pratt manager of 
Jupiter (FSL), Mike Jacobs manager of 
Clinton (MWL), Jorge Hernandez man¬ 
ager of Batavia (NYP), Robert Rodriguez 
manager of the GCL Marlins and Angel 
Espada manager of the DSL Marlins. 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Agreed to 
terms with C Drew Butera on a minor 
league contract. 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Designated 
OF John Andreoli for assignment. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Claimed LB 
Tanner Vallejo off waivers from Cleve¬ 
land. 

ATLANTA FALCONS - Released CB 
Robert Alford. 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS - Signed QB 
Danny Etling, DB A.J. Howard, LB Calvin 
Munson, DL David Parry, WR Damoun 
Patterson, DL Trent Harris and Frank 
Herron and OL Cole Croston, Jake Eldren- 
kamp, Ryker Matthews and Dan Skipper 
to reserve/future contracts. 

NEW YORK JETS - Released OL Spen¬ 
cer Long. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ARIZONA COYOTES - Assigned F Mi¬ 
chael Bunting to Tucson (AHL). Recalled 
G Adin Hill and D Dakota Mermis from 
Tucson. 

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS - Assigned 
F Matt lacopelli from Rockford (AHL) to 
Indy (ECHL). 

DETROIT RED WINGS - Signed LW 
Turner Elson to a two-year contract. 

TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS - Signed C 
Auston Matthews to a five-year contract 
extension. 

VANCOUVER CANUCKS - Recalled D 
Guillaume Brisebois and G Mike DiPietro 
from Utica (AHL). 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

ATLANTA UNITED - Signed D Floren- 
tin Pogba. 

MONTREAL IMPACT - Acquired D 
Zachary Brault-Guillard on loan with 
Olympique Lyonnais (Ligue 1-France). 

SEATTLE SOUNDERS - Traded D Way- 
Ion Francis to Columbus for general al¬ 
location money. 

SPORTING KANSAS CITY - Signed D 
Abdul Rwatubyaye. 

COLLEGE 

BUFFALO — Agreed to terms with 
football coach Lance Leipold on a five- 
year contract extension. 

CHARLESTON SOUTHERN - An¬ 
nounced the contract of volleyball coach 
Christy Mooberry will not be renewed. 

FORDHAM — Named Kevin Decker of¬ 
fensive coordinator/quarterbacks coach, 
Damiere Shaw wide receivers coach and 
Jameson Zacharias cornerbacks coach. 

MEMPHIS - Extended the contract of 
football coach Mike Norvell for one year 
through 2023. 

PENN STATE-BRANDYWINE - Named 
Tom Greenawalt men’s soccer coach. 

ST. JOHN’S — Named Tori Free assis¬ 
tant softball coach. 


Tennis 


Cordoba Open 

Tuesday 

At Kempes Stadium 
Cordoba, Argentina 
Purse: $527,880 (ATP250) 
Surface: Clay-Outdoor 

Singles 
First Round 

Juan Ignacio Londero, Argentina, def. 
Nicolas Jarry (5), Chile, 6-2, 7-6 (5). 

Roberto Carballes Baena, Spain, def. 
Andrej Martin, Slovakia, 6-3, 6-2. 

Alessandro Giannessi, Italy, def. Thia- 
go Seyboth Wild, Brazil, 6-7 (8), 7-5, 7-6 

(4) . 

Pablo Cuevas, Uruguay, def. Facundo 
Bagnis, Argentina, 6-4, 6-4. 

Jaume Munar, Spain, def. Guido An- 
dreozzi, Argentina, 6-1, 6-4. 

Albert Ramos-Vinolas, Spain, def. 
Hugo Dellien, Bolivia, 7-6 (7), 4-6, 6-3. 

Federico Delbonis, Argentina, def. 
Leonardo Mayer (7), Argentina, 6-4, 6-7 

(5) , 6-3. 

Doubles 
First Round 

Aljaz Bedene, Slovenia, and Maxi Mar- 
terer, Germany, def. Guido Pella, Argen¬ 
tina, and Hans Podlipnik-Castillo, Chile, 
4-6, 6-1, 10-5. 

Facundo Arguello and Pedro Cachin, 
Argentina, def. Roberto Carballes Baena, 
Spain, and Malek Jaziri, Tunisia, 6-7 (6), 
6 - 2 , 10 - 8 . 

Open Sud de France 

Tuesday 

At Arena Montpellier 
Montpellier, France 
Purse: $600,500 (ATP250) 
Surface: Hard-Indoor 

Singles 
First Round 

Antoine Hoang, France, def. Steve Dar- 
cis, Belgium, 6-1, 6-2. 

Ernests Gulbis, Latvia, def. Hubert 
Hurkacz, Poland, 6-4, 7-6 (5). 

Filip Krajinovic, Serbia, def. Nicolas 
Mahut, France, 7-6 (7), 6-4. 

Jeremy Chady (6), France, def. Adrian 
Menendez-Maceiras, Spain, 6-1, 6-1. 

Tomas Berdych, Czech Republic, def. 
Matthias Bachinger, Germany, 5-7, 6-3, 
6-3. 

Benoit Paire (8), France, def. Evgeny 
Donskoy, Russia, 7-5, 6-3. 

Pierre-Hugues Herbert (7), France, 
def. Denis Kudla, United States, 6-2, 6-1. 

Doubles 
First Round 

Hugo Nys, France, and Denis 
Shapovalov, Canada, def. Jeremy Chardy 
and Fabrice Martin, France, 6-4, 6-7 (5), 
10-7. 

Marcin Matkowski, Poland, and Philipp 
Oswald, Austria, def. Steve Darcis and 
David Goffin, Belgium, 2-6, 6-1, 10-2. 

Benjamin Bonzi and Antoine Hoang, 
France, def. Constant Lestienne and Lu¬ 
cas Pouille, France, 6-4, 6-3. 

Radu Albot, Moldova, and Marcel 
Granollers (4), Spain, def. Ugo Humbert 
and Nicolas Mahut, France, 6-4, 7-6 (3). 

Ken and Neal Skupski (3), Britain, def. 
Robert Lindstedt, Sweden, and Tim Pu- 
etz, Germany, 6-3, 6-4. 

Sofia Open 

Tuesday 

At Arena Armeec 
Sofia, Bulgaria 
Purse: $600,500 (ATP250) 
Surface: Hard-Indoor 

Singles 
First Round 

Daniel Brands, Germany, def. Nikoloz 
Basilashvili, Georgia, 7-6 (7), 7-5. 

Yannick Maden, Germany, def. Adrian 
Mannarino, France, 6-4, 7-6 (4). 

Jan-Lennard Struff, Germany, def. Ste- 
fano Travaglia, Italy, 6-4, 6-3. 

Matteo Berettini, Italy, def. Denis Isto¬ 
min, Uzbekistan, 6-4, 7-6 (7). 

Robin Haase, Netherlands, def. Dimi- 
tar Kuzmanov, Bulgaria, 6-2, 6-4. 

Gael Monfils (7), France, def. Viktor 
Troicki, Serbia, 6-3, 6-4. 

Doubles 
First Round 

Alexander Donski and Alexandar Laz- 
arov, Bulgaria, def. Nikoloz Basilashvili, 
Georgia, and Matthew Ebden, Australia, 
walkover. 

Simone Bolelli and Andreas Seppi, 
Italy, def. Dominic Inglot, Britain, and 
Franko Skugor, Croatia, 6-3, 1-6, 11-9. 

Hsieh Cheng-peng, Taiwan, and Chris¬ 
topher Rungkat, Indonesia, def. Marius 
Copil, Romania, and Marton Fucsovics, 
Hungary, 7-6 (4), 6-1. 

Denys Molchanov, Ukraine, and Igor 
Zelenay, Slovakia, def. Jean-Julien Rojer, 
Netherlands, and HoriaTecau (1), Roma¬ 
nia, 6-4, 7-6 (7). 



AP sportlight 


Feb. 7 

1882 — John L. Sullivan wins the world 
heavyweight bare-knuckle title by beat¬ 
ing Paddy Ryan in a nine-round bout in 
Mississippi City, Miss. 

1949 — Joe DiMaggio signs his con¬ 
tract with the New York Yankees, mak¬ 
ing him the first baseball player to earn 
$100,000 per year. 

1970 — Pete Maravich scores 69 points, 
including 47 in the second half, to set a 
NCAA record, but LSU loses to Alabama 
106-104. 

1976 — Darryl Sittler of the Toronto 
Maple Leafs sets an NHL record for 
points in a game with six goals and four 
assists in an 11-4 victory over the Boston 
Bruins. 


1990 — Lisa Leslie of Morningside 
High School in Inglewood, Calif., scores 
101 points in the first half against South 
Torrance High School. The final score is 
102-24 as the coach of South Torrance 
decides not to bring his team out for the 
second half. 

1995 — Joe Mullen becomes the first 
American-born player to reach 1,000 
points in the NHL when he assists on two 
of the Pittsburgh Penguins’ first three 
goals in a 7-3 victory over Florida. 

2016 — Von Miller forces two fumbles 
to set up Denver’s two touchdowns and 
the Broncos defense frustrates Cam 
Newton all game to carry Peyton Man¬ 
ning to his second Super Bowl title with a 
24-10 victory over the Carolina Panthers. 


College basketball 


Tuesday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Brooklyn 65, Baruch 60, OT 
Caldwell 75, Dominican (NY) 60 
Florida St. 80, Syracuse 62 
Georgian Court 104, Chestnut Hill 83 
La Salle 83, Saint Joseph’s 69 
Manhattan 73, Rider 66 
Michigan 77, Rutgers 65 
Yeshiva 88, Old Westbury 66 
SOUTH 

Asbury 82, Indiana-Kokomo 60 
Auburn 76, Florida 62 
Brescia 80, Midway 61 
Duke 80, Boston College 55 
Kentucky 76, South Carolina 48 
Liberty 57, Stetson 54 
North Carolina 113, NC State 96 
Tennessee 72, Missouri 60 
Wake Forest 78, Pittsburgh 76, OT 
MIDWEST 
Ball St. 72, N. Illinois 71 
Bowling Green 85, W. Michigan 72 
Illinois 79, Michigan St. 74 
Kansas St. 74, Kansas 67 
Kent St. 70, Miami (Ohio) 67 
Lake Forest 80, Lawrence 70 
Loyola of Chicago 86, Drake 64 
Mount Vernon Nazarene 79, Spring 
Arbor 59 

Saint Louis 73, Dayton 60 
St. John’s 70, Marquette 69 
Toledo 63, Akron 52 
Valparaiso 69, Illinois St. 53 

SOUTHWEST 

Arkansas 69, Vanderbilt 66 

FAR WEST 

New Mexico 83, San Diego St. 70 
Northwest U. 81, Evergreen St. 62 
Utah St. 82, Fresno St. 81 

Men’s schedule 

Thursday, Feb. 7 
EAST 

CCSU at St. Francis (Pa.) 

Fairleigh Dickinson at Sacred Heart 
Monmouth (NJ) at St. Peter’s 
Wagner at St. Francis Brooklyn 
Mount St. Mary’s at LIU Brooklyn 
Bryant at Robert Morris 
Coll, of Charleston at Delaware 
William & Mary at Northeastern 
Elon at Hofstra 
UNC-Wilmington at Drexel 
SOUTH 
Radford at Hampton 
UNC-Asheville at Presbyterian 
Gardner-Webb at Longwood 
Wofford at ETSU 
Samford at UNC-Greensboro 
Chattanooga at VMI 
Detroit at N. Kentucky 
Cincinnati at Memphis 
UALR at Troy 
Houston at UCF 
Campbell at High Point 
Belmont at E. Kentucky 
SlU-Edwardsville at Austin Peay 
Charlotte at Middle Tennessee 
Winthrop at Charleston Southern 
Furman at W. Carolina 
Tennessee St. at Morehead St. 

Old Dominion at UAB 
E. Illinois at Murray St. 

Arkansas St. at South Alabama 
Jacksonville St. at UT Martin 
MIDWEST 

Oakland at Wright St. 

Penn St. at Ohio St. 

Green Bay at Cleveland St. 

W. Illinois at Purdue Fort Wayne 
Milwaukee at Youngstown St. 
Nebraska-Omaha at South Dakota 
Tennessee Tech at SE Missouri 
Iowa at Indiana 

SOUTHWEST 

Coastal Carolina at Texas-Arlington 
Marshall at North Texas 
Appalachian St. at Texas State 
FIU at UTS A 
Denver at Oral Roberts 
South Florida at SMU 
W. Kentucky at Rice 
FAU at UTEP 

FAR WEST 

Washington St. at Arizona St. 

Idaho St. at N. Arizona 
Weber St. at S. Utah 
Idaho at Montana 
Washington at Arizona 
E. Washington at Montana St. 

San Francisco at Gonzaga 
Rio Grande at Grand Canyon 
Portland St. at N. Colorado 
Hawaii at Long Beach St. 

UC Davis at Cal Poly 
New Mexico St. at CS Bakersfield 
San Diego at Loyola Marymount 
Santa Clara at Pepperdine 
Stanford at Oregon St. 

Chicago St. at California Baptist 

BYU at Portland 

Pacific at Saint Mary’s (Cal) 

Friday, Feb. 8 
EAST 

Quinnipiac at Iona 
Princeton at Yale 
Saint Louis at Saint Joseph’s 
Penn at Brown 
Cornell at Dartmouth 
Niagara at Marist 
Siena at Manhattan 
Columbia at Harvard 
Canisius at Rider 

SOUTH 

Georgia Southern at Louisiana-Monroe 
Georgia St. at Louisiana-Lafayette 

MIDWEST 

Kent St. at Akron 

Saturday, Feb. 9 
EAST 

Boston U. at Bucknell 
Providence at St. John’s 
Butler at Georgetown 
Davidson at UMass 
Binghamton at New Hampshire 
Monmouth (NJ) at Fairfield 
James Madison at Towson 
Army at American U. 


Boston College at Syracuse 
NC State at Pittsburgh 
Albany (NY) at Vermont 
VCU at St. Bonaventure 
Loyola (Md.) at Colgate 
Duquesne at Fordham 
Mount St. Mary’s at Sacred Heart 
Cent. Michigan at Buffalo 
CCSU at Robert Morris 
Dayton at Rhode Island 
Fairleigh Dickinson at St. Francis 
Brooklyn 

William & Mary at Hofstra 
Coll, of Charleston at Drexel 
Elon at Northeastern 
Navy at Lehigh 
Wagner at LIU Brooklyn 
Princeton at Brown 
Mass.-Lowell at Stony Brook 
UNC-Wilmington at Delaware 
Penn at Yale 
Cornell at Harvard 
Bryant at St. Francis (Pa.) 

Columbia at Dartmouth 
Texas at West Virginia 
Creighton at Seton Hall 
SOUTH 

Miami at North Carolina 
Virginia Tech at Clemson 
Samford at VMI 
Kentucky at Mississippi St. 

Mississippi at Georgia 
Auburn at LSU 

Charleston Southern at UNC-Asheville 

Hampton at Winthrop 

E. Illinois at Austin Peay 

Arkansas St. at Troy 

Arkansas at South Carolina 

Florida at Tennessee 

Howard at Florida A&M 

Md.-Eastern Shore at NC Central 

High Point at Radford 

Delaware St. at NC A&T 

Morgan St. at SC State 

Northwestern St. at McNeese St. 

ETSU at Furman 
Louisville at Florida St. 

Norfolk St. at Bethune-Cookman 
UALR at South Alabama 
North Florida at North Alabama 
The Citadel at Mercer 
Tennessee Tech at UT Martin 
Gardner-Webb at Presbyterian 
NJIT at Kennesaw St. 

SC-Upstate at Campbell 
Belmont at Morehead St. 

Louisiana Tech at Southern Miss. 
Jacksonville at Lipscomb 
Nicholls at New Orleans 
Ark.-Pine Bluff at Alabama St. 

George Washington at Richmond 
Duke at Virginia 
Grambling St. at Southern U. 

Jackson St. at Alcorn St. 

Tennessee St. at E. Kentucky 
Old Dominion at Middle Tennessee 
UNC-Greensboro at Chattanooga 
Florida Gulf Coast at Liberty 
W. Carolina at Wofford 
MVSU at Alabama A&M 
Oakland at N. Kentucky 
Coppin St. at Savannah St. 

Charlotte at UAB 
SlU-Edwardsville at Murray St. 
Alabama at Vanderbilt 
MIDWEST 
Wisconsin at Michigan 
Oklahoma St. at Kansas 
III.-Chicago at IUPUI 
TCU at Iowa St. 

Ohio at Miami (Ohio) 

Minnesota at Michigan St. 

W. Michigan at Ball St. 

N. Illinois at E. Michigan 
Villanova at Marquette 
Milwaukee at Cleveland St. 

Rutgers at Illinois 
Denver at N. Dakota St. 

North Dakota at S. Dakota St. 
Jacksonville St. at SE Missouri 
N. Iowa at Drake 
Toledo at Bowling Green 
Texas A&M at Missouri 
Green Bay at Youngstown St. 

Detroit at Wright St. 

DePaul at Xavier 
Evansville at S. Illinois 
Tulane at Wichita St. 

Indiana St. at Bradley 
Nebraska at Purdue 

SOUTHWEST 
Temple at Tulsa 

Appalachian St. at Texas-Arlington 
Texas Tech at Oklahoma 
FAU at UTSA 

Coastal Carolina at Texas State 
SE Louisiana at Cent. Arkansas 
Lamar at Stephen F. Austin 
Kansas St. at Baylor 
W. Kentucky at North Texas 
Sam Houston St. at Abilene Christian 
Marshall at Rice 

Incarnate Word at Texas A&M-CC 
Prairie View at Texas Southern 
FIU at UTEP 

FAR WEST 

Colorado St. at Wyoming 
San Jose St. at Boise St. 

Utah Valley at Seattle 
Idaho St. at S. Utah 
San Diego at Pepperdine 
Weber St. at N. Arizona 
Idaho at Montana St. 

Sacramento St. at N. Colorado 
Fresno St. at UNLV 
Utah at UCLA 
California at Oregon St. 

New Mexico at Nevada 
Washington St. at Arizona 
Cal St.-Fullerton at UC Riverside 
Pacific at BYU 

New Mexico St. at Grand Canyon 
E. Washington at Montana 
Washington at Arizona St. 

Long Beach St. at Cal Poly 
UMKC at California Baptist 
Rio Grande at CS Bakersfield 
Saint Mary’s (Cal) at Gonzaga 
Loyola Marymount at Portland 
Hawaii at UC Irvine 
Colorado at Southern Cal 
Utah St. at San Diego St. 

Santa Clara at San Francisco 


USA Today Women’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in the USA Today 
women’s college basketball poll, with 
first-place votes in parentheses, records 
through Feb. 4, points based on 25 points 
for a first-place vote through one point 
for a 25th-place vote and previous rank¬ 
ing: 



Record 

Pts Pvs 

1. Baylor (27) 

20-1 

794 

1 

2. Louisville (3) 

21-1 

763 

3 

3. Oregon (1) 

21-1 

711 

4 

4. Notre Dame (1) 

21-2 

702 

5 

5. UConn 

19-2 

688 

2 

6. Mississippi State 

21-1 

661 

6 

7. Marquette 

19-3 

556 

9 

8. Maryland 

20-2 

553 

10 

9. N.C. State 

21-1 

527 

7 

10. Oregon State 

19-3 

519 

11 

11. Stanford 

18-3 

478 

8 

12. Gonzaga 

21-2 

411 

13 

13. South Carolina 

16-5 

350 

18 

14. Syracuse 

17-4 

348 

16 

15. Texas 

18-5 

331 

14 

16. Iowa 

17-5 

322 

12 

17. Kentucky 

18-5 

246 

15 

18. Arizona State 

15-6 

238 

20 

19. Florida State 

19-3 

218 

21 

20. Utah 

18-3 

196 

17 

21. Michigan State 

16-5 

179 

22 

22. Texas A&M 

18-4 

168 

24 

23. Iowa State 

17-5 

131 

25 

24. Rutgers 

17-5 

126 

19 

25. Miami 

19-5 

76 

23 


Others receiving votes: South Dakota 
22, New Mexico 18, UCF 16, California 15, 
North Carolina 12, Drake 11, Missouri 8, 
DePaul 3, West Virginia 2, South Alabama 
1 . 

Tuesday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Brooklyn 83, Baruch 53 
Caldwell 75, Dominican (NY) 57 
Georgian Court 78, Chestnut Hill 65 
Old Westbury 104, Yeshiva 53 
Temple 76, Houston 65 
SOUTH 

Asbury 81, Indiana-Kokomo 78 
Campbell 61, SC-Upstate 41 
Charleston Southern 70, UNC Asheville 59 
Florida Gulf Coast 76, North Alabama 51 
Hampton 79, Presbyterian 62 
High Point 65, Longwood 54 
Jacksonville 68, Kennesaw St. 53 
Kentucky Christian 83, Cincinnati-CI- 
ermont 55 

Midway 62, Brescia 57 
North Florida 72, Lipscomb 66 
Radford 79, Gardner-Webb 69 
Stetson 68, Liberty 56 

MIDWEST 

Alverno 79, Marian (Wis.) 75 
Beloit 85, St. Norbert 76 
Lake Forest 75, Lawrence 46 
Lakeland at Aurora, ppd. 

Wis. Lutheran 75, Dominican (III.) 38 

Women’s schedule 

Thursday, Feb. 7 
EAST 

Monmouth (NJ) at Rider 
Niagara at Quinnipiac 
Marist at Manhattan 
Canisius at Fairfield 
Duquesne at UMass 
Siena at Iona 

SOUTH 

UTSA at FIU 

Texas State at Appalachian St. 

Furman at W. Carolina 
Belmont at E. Kentucky 
Tennessee St. at Morehead St. 

E. Illinois at Murray St. 

Texas-Arlington at Coastal Carolina 
North Texas at Marshall 
Louisiana-Monroe at Georgia St. 
Northwestern at Maryland, 6:30 p.m. 
Louisiana-Lafayette at Georgia Southern 
Jacksonville St. at UT Martin 
UAB at Old Dominion 
SlU-Edwardsville at Austin Peay 
Notre Dame at Miami 
Boston College at Virginia 
UTEP at FAU 
Alabama at Florida 
Syracuse at Louisville 
NC State at Florida St. 

Pittsburgh at Georgia Tech 
Rice at W. Kentucky 
Duke at North Carolina 
Mississippi at South Carolina 
Clemson at Wake Forest 
Kentucky at Auburn 
Middle Tennessee at Charlotte 
Arkansas at LSU 

MIDWEST 

Tennessee Tech at SE Missouri 
Illinois at Purdue 
Texas A&M at Missouri 
Nebraska at Michigan 
California Baptist at Chicago St. 

N. Kentucky at Green Bay 
Wright St. at Milwaukee 
Grand Canyon at Rio Grande 
N. Dakota St. at North Dakota 
Michigan St. at Iowa 

SOUTHWEST 
Troy at UALR 

South Alabama at Arkansas St. 

FAR WEST 
S. Utah at Weber St. 

CS Bakersfield at New Mexico St. 

N. Arizona at Idaho St. 

Saint Mary’s (Cal) at BYU 
Pacific at San Diego 
Montana at Idaho 
Montana St. at E. Washington 
Hawaii at UC Irvine 
Cal St.-Fullerton at UC Riverside 
Pepperdine at San Francisco 
Arizona at Washington 
Sacramento St. at Portland St. 

Arizona St. at Washington St. 

Loyola Marymount at Santa Clara 
UC Davis at UC Santa Barbara 
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Roundup 

Pacers embarass 
LeBron, Lakers 



Michael Conroy/AP 

Pacers forward Domantas Sabonis looks to pass over Lakers guard 
Lance Stephenson during the second half Tuesday in Indianapolis. 


Associated Press 

INDIANAPOLIS — The Indi¬ 
ana Pacers have suddenly found 
a new winning combination. 

Not even LeBron James could 
slow it down Tuesday night. 

Bojan Bogdanovic scored 24 
points and the Pacers tied an 
NBA franchise-record by making 
19 three-pointers in a 136-94 rout 
over the Los Angeles Lakers — 
the most lopsided loss James has 
endured in his 16-year career. 

“They scored 33 points off our 
19 turnovers and that was from 
the beginning of the game. We 
can’t play from behind like that,” 
James said. “I think it (the jet 
lag) hit us. That first game fly¬ 
ing across the country looked 
like it had a lot to do with it, but 
we didn’t come out with the de¬ 
fensive mentality we had the last 
time we played them and they 
made us pay for it.” 

Twice previously James’ teams 
had been blown out by 36: Against 
Washington in April 2008 and in 
the 2013 NBA Finals against San 
Antonio. But this was might go 
down as the most embarrassing 
of the three. 

Indiana led wire-to-wire and 
never allowed the Lakers to get 
within single digits after the first 
basket of the second quarter de¬ 
spite playing without All-Star 
guard Victor Oladipo and on the 
tail end of a back-to-back follow¬ 
ing a four-game trip. 

At one point, the Pacers led by 
46. 

And after James left with 2:06 
remaining in the third quarter, 
coach Luke Walton wisely kept 
the four-time MVP him on the 
bench for the rest of the night. 

James was not himself either 
after missing 17 of the previous 
18 games with an injured groin. 
He missed three of his first five 
shots, was beaten three times 
early on defense and had five first- 
half turnovers before finishing 
with 18 points, nine assists, seven 
rebounds and six turnovers. 

JaVale McGee added 16 as the 
Lakers lost for the sixth time in 
eight games amid the continuing 
swirl of trade rumors, something 
Pacers fans noted by repeatedly 
chanting “LeBron’s gonna trade 
you.” 

“I know it has to be tough on 
a lot of our guys — especially 
our young guys,” James said. 
“They’ve just never been a part 
of it and they’re hearing it every 
single day. I know that the worst 
thing you could right now is be on 
social media and I know all young 
guys love social media. So, that 
definitely can’t help.” 

Raptors 119, 76ers 107: 
Kyle Lowry had 20 points amid 
reports that Toronto has offered 
him in a trade, and the Raptors 
held off host Philadelphia in a 
matchup between two of the East¬ 


ern Conference’s top teams. 

Kawhi Leonard scored 24 
points and Serge Ibaka had 20 
points and 10 rebounds to help 
Toronto overcome another big 
game for Joel Embiid. 

Embiid had 37 points and 13 
rebounds for his league-leading 
44th double-double. Ben Simmons 
scored 20 points for Philadelphia, 
and Jimmy Butler had 18. 

Thunder 132, Magic 122: 
Russell Westbrook posted his 
seventh straight triple-double, 
leading host Oklahoma City to 
the win. 

Westbrook finished with 16 
points, 16 assists and 15 rebounds 
to match the longest triple-double 
streak of his career. It was his 
20th of the season and No. 124 for 
his career. 

Paul George scored 39 points 
to help the Thunder win for the 
eighth time in nine games. Den¬ 
nis Schroder had 20 points. 

Grizzlies 108, Timberwolves 
106: Mike Conley had 25 points 
and nine assists in possibly his last 
game for Memphis, and the Griz¬ 
zlies beat the Timberwolves on 
Justin Holiday’s two free throws 
with .1 seconds remaining. 

Jaren Jackson Jr. added 23 
points for Memphis, which won 
its second straight game. Ivan 
Rabb had a career-high 19 points 
to go along with 11 rebounds. 

Celtics 103, Cavaliers 96: 
Jayson Tatum scored 25 points, 
and visiting Boston earned its 
fifth straight victory despite miss¬ 
ing All-Star guard Kyrie Irving. 

A strained left hip prevented 
Irving from facing his former 
team, but the Celtics made up for 
his absence by getting 18 points 
from Gordon Hayward and 17 
from Marcus Smart. 

Clippers 117, Hornets 115: 
Tobias Harris scored 34 points, 
including a running jumper with 
4.3 seconds remaining, and the 
Clippers rallied from 20 points 
down to secure the road win. 

Charlotte had a chance to tie or 
take the lead on its last possession, 
but Marvin Williams’ three-point 
attempt was short at the buzzer. 

Pistons 105, Knicks 92: 
Blake Griffin scored 29 points, 
Andre Drummond had 17 points 
and 15 rebounds, and the Pistons 
handed the host Knicks their 14th 
straight loss. 

Reggie Bullock and Reggie 
Jackson each added 19 points for 
the Pistons. 

Heat 118, Trail Blazers 108: 

Hassan Whiteside had 28 points 
and 11 rebounds, and visiting 
Miami snapped a three-game los¬ 
ing streak. 

Dwyane Wade added 22 points 
and nine rebounds for the Heat in 
the first of a five-game road trip. 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 



W 

L 

Pet 

GB 

Toronto 

39 

16 

.709 

— 

Boston 

35 

19 

.648 

3Vi 

Philadelphia 

34 

20 

.630 

4Vz 

Brooklyn 

28 

27 

.509 

11 

New York 

10 

43 

.189 

28 

Southeast Division 



Charlotte 

26 

27 

.491 

— 

Miami 

25 

27 

.481 

Vi 

Washington 

22 

31 

.415 

4 

Orlando 

22 

32 

.407 

4 V 2 

Atlanta 

18 

35 

.340 

8 


Central Division 



Milwaukee 

39 

13 

.750 

— 

Indiana 

35 

19 

.648 

5 

Detroit 

24 

29 

.453 

15V2 

Chicago 

12 

41 

.226 

27V2 

Cleveland 

11 

43 

.204 

29 


Western Conference 


Southwest Division 



W 

L 

Pet 

GB 

Flouston 

31 

22 

.585 

— 

San Antonio 

32 

23 

.582 

— 

Dallas 

24 

28 

.462 

6 V 2 

New Orleans 

23 

31 

.426 

8 V 2 

Memphis 

22 

33 

.400 

10 

Northwest Division 



Denver 

37 

16 

.698 

— 

Oklahoma City 

34 

19 

.642 

3 

Portland 

32 

21 

.604 

5 

Utah 

30 

24 

.556 

Vh 

Minnesota 

25 

28 

.472 

12 

Pacific Division 



Golden State 

37 

15 

.712 

— 

L.A. Clippers 

30 

25 

.545 

8 V 2 

Sacramento 

28 

25 

.528 

9Vz 

L.A. Lakers 

27 

27 

.500 

11 

Phoenix 

11 

44 

.200 

27V2 


Tuesday's games 

Boston 103, Cleveland 96 
Indiana 136, L.A. Lakers 94 
L.A. Clippers 117, Charlotte 115 
Detroit 105, New York 92 
Memphis 108, Minnesota 106 
Oklahoma City 132, Orlando 122 
Toronto 119, Philadelphia 107 
Miami 118, Portland 108 

Wednesday's games 
Denver at Brooklyn 
New Orleans at Chicago 
Washington at Milwaukee 
Charlotte at Dallas 
Phoenix at Utah 
Houston at Sacramento 
San Antonio at Golden State 
Thursday's games 
L.A. Clippers at Indiana 
Minnesota at Orlando 
Toronto at Atlanta 
L.A. Lakers at Boston 
Memphis at Oklahoma City 
San Antonio at Portland 
Friday's games 
Cleveland at Washington 
Denver at Philadelphia 
New York at Detroit 
Chicago at Brooklyn 
Milwaukee at Dallas 
Golden State at Phoenix 
Minnesota at New Orleans 
Miami at Sacramento 

Tuesday 

Heat 118, Trail Blazers 108 

MIAMI - T.Johnson 2-7 0-0 4, Olynyk 

2-5 2-2 7, Whiteside 11-12 6-7 28, Win¬ 
slow 4-14 1-2 10, Richardson 6-9 5-6 18, 
J.Johnson 6-11 2-2 15, Adebayo 2-3 1-2 5, 
Waiters 3-5 0-0 9, Wade 9-17 4-4 22. Totals 
45-83 21-25 118. 

PORTLAND - Harkless 1-11-2 3, Aminu 
2-4 0-0 5, Nurkic 2-7 4-4 8, Lillard 5-15 1-2 
13, McCollum 13-25 0-0 33, Layman 11-17 
1-1 25, Collins 0-1 0-0 0, Leonard 2-7 1-2 
7, Curry 3-7 0-0 7, Turner 3-9 1-1 7. Totals 
42-93 9-12 108. 

Miami 34 28 32 24-118 

Portland 30 25 24 29-108 

Three-point goals—Miami 7-22 (Wait¬ 
ers 3-5, Olynyk 1-2, Richardson 1-2, 
J.Johnson 1-3, Winslow 1-6, T.Johnson 
0-4), Portland 15-39 (McCollum 7-14, Lay¬ 
man 2-5, Leonard 2-6, Lillard 2-10, Aminu 
1-1, Curry 1-2, Turner 0-1). Fouled Out— 
None. Rebounds—Miami 46 (Whiteside 
11), Portland 33 (Layman 8). Assists—Mi¬ 
ami 18 (Winslow 5), Portland 30 (Lillard 
10). Total Fouls—Miami 15, Portland 21. 
A-19,468 (19,393). 

Raptors 119, 76ers 107 

TORONTO - Leonard 3-11 16-17 24, 
Siakam 7-15 0-3 16, Ibaka 10-15 0-0 20, 
Lowry 7-16 1-2 20, Green 1-2 0-0 2, Powell 

5-6 3-4 14, Miles 0-0 0-0 0, Anunoby 1-5 0- 
0 2, Monroe 5-8 0-0 10, VanVIeet 1-4 0-0 

3, Wright 1-7 6-6 8. Totals 41-89 26-32 119. 
PHILADELPHIA - Butler 5-12 8-8 18, 

Muscala 1-3 6-7 8, Embiid 10-20 14-15 
37, Simmons 8-15 4-5 20, Shamet 2-8 0- 
0 6, Bolden 1-1 0-0 3, McConnell 2-3 0-0 

4, Korkmaz 2-8 6-6 11. Totals 31-70 38-41 
107. 

Toronto 40 32 28 19-119 

Philadelphia 28 27 27 25-107 

Three-point goals—Toronto 11-31 
(Lowry 5-9, Siakam 2-6, Leonard 2-7, Pow¬ 
ell 1-2, VanVIeet 1-2, Green 0-1, Ibaka 0-1, 
Anunoby 0-1, Wright 0-2), Philadelphia 

7-24 (Embiid 3-7, Shamet 2-6, Bolden 1- 
1, Korkmaz 1-6, Butler 0-2, Muscala 0-2). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Toronto 
42 (Ibaka 10), Philadelphia 34 (Embiid 
13). Assists—Toronto 27 (Lowry 6), Phila¬ 
delphia 20 (Simmons 6). Total Fouls— 
Toronto 27, Philadelphia 22. A-20,472 
(20,478). 


Thunder 132, Magic 122 

ORLANDO - Isaac 6-12 2-2 14, Gordon 

6-11 5-9 18, Vucevic 8-18 0-0 17, Augustin 
2-6 4-4 8, Fournier 8-16 5-6 25, Iwundu 1- 
2 4-5 6, Birch 3-5 2-3 8, Briscoe 0-2 0-0 0, 
Ross 8-18 5-5 26. Totals 42-90 27-34 122. 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 9-26 15-16 
39, Jera.Grant 7-9 4-7 19, Adams 7-12 0-0 
14, Westbrook 5-14 6-10 16, Ferguson 4- 
9 0-0 10, Nader 4-5 2-3 11, Noel 0-0 0-0 0, 
Patterson 1-2 0-0 3, Burton 0-0 0-0 0, Sch¬ 
roder 9-15 0-1 20. Totals 46-92 27-37 132. 

Orlando 32 37 23 30-122 

Oklahoma City 31 31 36 34-132 

Three-point goals—Orlando 11-37 
(Ross 5-13, Fournier 4-7, Vucevic 1-2, Gor¬ 
don 1-5, Briscoe 0-1, Augustin 0-4, Isaac 
0-5), Oklahoma City 13-30 (George 6-15, 
Schroder 2-2, Ferguson 2-5, Patterson 1- 
1, Nader 1-2, Jera.Grant 1-3, Westbrook 
0-2). Fouled Out—Ferguson, Schroder, 
Gordon, Fournier. Rebounds—Orlando 
40 (Vucevic 9), Oklahoma City 49 (West¬ 
brook 15). Assists—Orlando 27 (Gordon 
10), Oklahoma City 25 (Westbrook 16). 
Total Fouls—Orlando 29, Oklahoma City 
25. Technicals—Gordon, Westbrook, 
Oklahoma City coach Billy Donovan. A— 
18,203 (18,203). 

Grizzlies 108, T-wolves 106 

MINNESOTA - Wiggins 5-18 1-2 12, 
Gibson 1-4 0-0 2, Towns 8-14 10-10 26, 
Bayless 2-10 0-0 5, Okogie 4-8 2-2 11, Deng 

8- 10 0-0 18, Tolliver 0-2 0-0 0, Saric 7-11 
4-4 22, Dieng 4-6 0-0 8, Canaan 0-4 2-2 2. 
Totals 39-87 19-20 106. 

MEMPHIS - Washburn 3-10 0-0 7, 
Jackson Jr. 6-14 7-10 23, Rabb 8-10 3-6 19, 
Conley 8-22 3-4 25, Holiday 6-13 4-5 17, 
Caboclo 2-5 4-4 9, Carter 0-1 0-0 0, Mack 
1-6 0-0 3, Watanabe 2-5 0-0 5. Totals 36-86 
21-29 108. 

Minnesota 19 35 29 23-106 

Memphis 32 34 19 23-108 

Three-point goals—Minnesota 9-29 
(Saric 4-7, Deng 2-3, Okogie 1-2, Bayless 
1-4, Wiggins 1-6, Tolliver 0-1, Dieng 0-1, 
Towns 0-2, Canaan 0-3), Memphis 15-34 
(Conley 6-11, Jackson Jr. 4-7, Watanabe 
1-2, Holiday 1-2, Caboclo 1-3, Mack 1-4, 
Washburn 1-5). Rebounds—Minnesota 
55 (Towns 18), Memphis 39 (Rabb 11). 
Assists—Minnesota 26 (Bayless 8), Mem¬ 
phis 18 (Conley 9). Total Fouls—Minneso¬ 
ta 23, Memphis 18. A-13,454 (18,119). 

Pistons 105, Knicks 92 

DETROIT - Bullock 7-14 0-0 19, Griffin 
10-17 6-8 29, Drummond 7-12 3-6 17, Jack- 
son 5-14 7-7 19, Brown 1-2 0-0 2, Johnson 

1- 4 0-0 3, Pachulia 1-1 3-3 5, Calderon 3-3 
0-0 6, Galloway 1-5 0-0 3, K.Thomas 0-1 0- 
0 0, Kennard 1-6 0-0 2. Totals 37-79 19-24 
105. 

NEW YORK - Knox 4-12 1-1 11, Vonleh 

2- 7 2-2 7, Jordan 4-6 0-0 8, Smith Jr. 11-25 
1-2 25, Matthews 2-11 4-5 9, L.Thomas 2-6 
1-2 6, Robinson 6-7 1-1 13, Allen 2-3 0-0 
5, Trier 2-6 0-0 4, Dotson 1-7 1-2 4. Totals 
36-90 11-15 92. 

Detroit 36 27 15 27-105 

New York 28 26 17 21-92 

Three-point goals—Detroit 12-34 (Bull¬ 
ock 5-10, Griffin 3-6, Jackson 2-7, Johnson 
1-2, Galloway 1-3, K.Thomas 0-1, Brown 0- 
1, Drummond 0-1, Kennard 0-3), New York 

9- 33 (Knox 2-6, Smith Jr. 2-9, Allen 1-2, 
Dotson 1-2, Matthews 1-3, L.Thomas 1-4, 
Vonleh 1-5, Trier 0-2). Fouled Out—Jor¬ 
dan. Rebounds—Detroit 41 (Drummond 
16), New York 44 (Robinson 10). Assists— 
Detroit 22 (Griffin 8), New York 17 (Smith 
Jr. 6). Total Fouls—Detroit 21, New York 
23. Technicals—New York coach David 
Fizdale. A-17,853 (19,812). 


Clippers 117, Hornets 115 

L.A. CLIPPERS - Bradley 2-5 1-2 6, 
Harris 13-21 2-3 34, Gortat 0-1 0-0 0, Gil- 
geous-Alexander 2-8 2-2 6, Beverley 5-7 

2- 2 15, Scott 3-6 0-0 9, Harrell 7-13 2-2 16, 
Robinson 0-2 0-0 0, L.Williams 10-23 6-6 
31, Thornwell 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 42-87 15- 
17 117. 

CHARLOTTE - Batum 4-9 0-0 9, 
M.Williams 4-15 2-2 13, Biyombo 2-2 3-3 
7, Walker 11-23 5-5 32, Lamb 9-17 3-3 22, 
Bridges 2-8 2-2 8, Kidd-GiIchrist 0-1 2-2 2, 
Zeller 1-2 4-7 6, Parker 2-5 0-0 4, Monk 4- 
11 1-2 12. Totals 39-93 22-26 115. 

L.A. Clippers 26 27 31 33-117 

Charlotte 25 33 34 23-115 

Three-point goals—L.A. Clippers 18- 
24 (Harris 6-7, L.Williams 5-6, Scott 3-4, 
Beverley 3-4, Bradley 1-2, Robinson 0-1), 
Charlotte 15-42 (Walker 5-10, Monk 3-8, 
M.Williams 3-12, Bridges 2-3, Batum 1-3, 
Lamb 1-4, Parker 0-1, Kidd-Gilchrist 0-1). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—L.A. Clip¬ 
pers 48 (Harrell 10), Charlotte 44 (Zeller 
11). Assists—L.A. Clippers 25 (L.Williams 
6), Charlotte 19 (Walker 9). Total Fouls- 
L.A. Clippers 24, Charlotte 19. Techni¬ 
cals—Charlotte coach Hornets (Defen¬ 
sive three second). A—14,300 (19,077). 

Pacers 136, Lakers 94 

LA. LAKERS - James 7-12 2-3 18, Kuz- 
ma 5-13 2-4 12, Zubac 4-5 0-0 8, Rondo 1-3 
0-0 3, Ingram 4-8 4-5 12, Mykhailiuk 1-3 3- 
4 5, Beasley 0-8 0-0 0, McGee 7-8 2-2 16, 
Chandler 0-0 0-0 0, Wagner 2-2 0-0 5, Ste¬ 
phenson 3-7 7-8 13, Caldwell-Pope 1-6 0-0 
2. Totals 35-75 20-26 94. 

INDIANA - Bogdanovic 10-17 0-0 24, 
Young 6-12 0-0 12, Turner 9-12 1-2 22, Col- 
lison 2-6 0-0 5, Evans 2-7 1-2 7, Sabonis 

7-11 3-4 17, Leaf 0-5 0-0 0, O’Quinn 0-2 0-0 
0, Sumner 7-9 0-0 17, Holiday 7-10 0-0 17, 
Joseph 5-7 0-0 13, Reed 1-1 0-0 2. Totals 
56-99 5-8 136. 

L.A. Lakers 26 20 27 21- 94 

Indiana 33 36 32 35-136 

Three-point goals—L.A. Lakers 4- 
21 (James 2-5, Rondo 1-1, Wagner 1-1, 
Mykhailiuk 0-1, Beasley 0-2, Stephen¬ 
son 0-2, Kuzma 0-4, Caldwell-Pope 0-5), 
Indiana 19-34 (Bogdanovic 4-10, Turner 

3- 3, Sumner 3-4, Holiday 3-4, Joseph 3-4, 
Evans 2-4, Collison 1-1, O’Quinn 0-1, Sa¬ 
bonis 0-1, Leaf 0-2). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—L.A. Lakers 34 (James 7), In¬ 
diana 41 (Young 11). Assists—L.A. Lak¬ 
ers 25 (James 9), Indiana 37 (Young 8). 
Total Fouls—L.A. Lakers 14, Indiana 20. 
A-17,265 (20,000). 

Celtics 103, Cavaliers 96 

BOSTON - Tatum 6-13 12-12 25, Brown 
6-19 0-0 13, Horford 4-9 0-0 9, Rozier 3-9 
0-0 8, Smart 6-10 1-1 17, Hayward 9-14 0-0 
18, Ojeleye 0-0 0-0 0, Theis 3-3 0-0 6, Wa- 
namaker 3-5 1-1 7. Totals 40-82 14-14 103. 

CLEVELAND - Adel 1-4 0-0 2, Nwaba 4- 
8 0-0 8, Zizic 3-7 2-2 8, Sexton 11-24 2-2 27, 
Burks 9-19 1-1 21, Blossomgame 2-5 0-0 4, 
Nance Jr. 5-8 0-0 11, Dellavedova 3-8 0-0 8, 
Clarkson 2-13 2-3 7. Totals 40-96 7-8 96. 
Boston 28 31 26 18-103 

Cleveland 30 21 28 17- 96 

Three-point goals—Boston 9-26 (Smart 

4- 5, Rozier 2-5, Tatum 1-3, Brown 1-4, Hor¬ 
ford 1-4, Wanamaker 0-2, Hayward 0-3), 
Cleveland 9-33 (Sexton 3-7, Dellavedova 
2-6, Burks 2-6, Nance Jr. 1-1, Clarkson 1-7, 
Nwaba 0-1, Blossomgame 0-2, Adel 0-3). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Boston 42 
(Tatum, Brown 7), Cleveland 47 (Nance 
Jr., Zizic 12). Assists—Boston 29 (Horford 
8), Cleveland 21 (Dellavedova 4). Total 
Fouls—Boston 14, Cleveland 17. A—19,432 
(20,562). 
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Sixers acquire Harris in six-player deal 


By Dan Gelston 

Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — Tobias Harris 
drove the lane, tossed up a runner and bur¬ 
ied the winner in what turned out to be his 
final shot for the Los Angeles Clippers. 

His packed bags needed a new destina¬ 
tion. Next stop, Philadelphia. 

The 26-year-old Harris is headed to the 
76ers as part of a late-night deal that sud¬ 
denly gives the team the best starting five 
in the Eastern Conference and stamped 
them as legitimate title contenders. 

Harris is ready for the move — he tweet¬ 
ed early Wednesday a GIF from the open¬ 
ing credits of the 1990s sitcom “The Fresh 
Prince of Bel-Air ,, showing Will Smith’s 
character playing basketball. 

The Sixers can only hope this trade 
turns into a story all about how the East 
got flipped-turned upside down. 

They paid a steep price for the free 
agent: Sensational rookie guard Landry 
Shamet and four draft picks are headed to 
the Clippers. Philadelphia also traded for¬ 
wards Wilson Chandler and Mike Muscala 
to Los Angeles. 

A person familiar with the trade told 


The Associated Press the Sixers also ac¬ 
quired center Boban Marjanovic and for¬ 
ward Mike Scott as part of the deal. The 
person spoke to the AP on condition of ano¬ 
nymity because the trade had not yet been 
announced. 

Harris, playing for his fifth NBA team, 
is having a breakout season with the Clip¬ 
pers. He averages 20.9 points and shoots 
nearly 50 percent from three-point range 
and is expected to start with All-Stars 
Joel Embiid and Ben Simmons, along with 
Jimmy Butler and JJ Redick, to form the 
best starting lineup this side of Golden 
State. 

The Sixers suffered in the early years of 
“The Process” but are clearly in a win-now 
mode. Harris and Butler both will be free 
agents this summer and both could com¬ 
mand a maximum-level contract. 

The Sixers’ four picks, in a trade first re¬ 
ported by ESPN, sent to the Clippers are 
their lottery-protected 2020 first-round 
pick, a 2021 first-rounder, a 2021 sec¬ 
ond-round pick and a 2023 second-round 
pick. 

The Sixers, who were eliminated in the 
second round of the playoffs last season, 
are 34-20 and in fifth place in the Eastern 


Conference. 

The Clippers are 30-25 and have shed 
the salary needed to make them attrac¬ 
tive for major free agents in the summer. 
They held the eighth seed in the West, but 
the trade seems to signal an intent on wor¬ 
rying little about this season and building 
through free agency and the draft. 

This could be the first of several major 
deals expected before the NBA trade dead¬ 
line passes at 3 p.m. Eastern Thursday. 
Anthony Davis wants out of New Orleans, 
Memphis is shopping Mike Conley and 
longtime teammate Marc Gasol, and To¬ 
ronto’s Kyle Lowry is on the market. 

Will East contenders Boston, Milwaukee 
and Toronto be just as aggressive at the 
deadline as the Sixers? 

Don’t count out Brand making another 
bold move. 

Butler might be in the mix with the right 
offer and the Sixers are certainly listening 
to offers for any trade that involves 2017 
No. 1 draft pick Markelle Fultz. Fultz has 
been rehabbing a bad shoulder and missed 
most of the season. Coach Brett Brown 
refused to commit before Tuesday’s loss 
to Toronto that Fultz would be part of the 
playoff rotation. 


“I’m hoping to be pleasantly surprised 
with how he arrives back with us more 
than assume that he’s going to be there,” 
Brown said. “It’s not smart for me to think 
like [he’ll be a part of the rotation].” 

Brand is going for it in his first season 
as GM, and the Sixers suddenly seem po¬ 
sitioned as a legitimate title contender. 
Brand made the Butler and Harris trades 
without surrendering 2018 first-round pick 
Zhaire Smith. 

Harris, still not quite healed from a 
shoulder strain he suffered last week, 
made his final game with the Clippers a 
memorable one. He hit a running jumper 
in the lane with 4.3 seconds remaining to 
lead the Clippers past the Charlotte Hor¬ 
nets 117-115 on Tuesday night. Harris fin¬ 
ished with 34 points. 

“It’s as good as it’s going to be,” Harris 
said of his injured shoulder. “It’s not any 
better or worse. It’s about pushing myself 
and battling through it, keeping my mental 
state at a high level to go into a game and 
be effective.” 

The 76ers play again Friday against 
Denver — and a retooled team can truly 
start its run toward a title. 


AAF kicks off without kickoffs 


Wall out another 
year with Achilles 


By Bernie Wilson 

Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO — When the fledg¬ 
ling Alliance of American Foot¬ 
ball held four exhibition games 
recently in San Antonio, some¬ 
thing was missing. 

Kickoffs. 

“We were all looking around 
saying, 'Does anyone miss kick¬ 
offs?’ The answer was, no, we did 
not miss them,” said Mike Perei¬ 
ra, the NFL’s former vice pres¬ 
ident of officiating who is a con¬ 
sultant for the latest attempt at a 
spring league. 

So, yes, when the eight-team 
AAF kicks off this weekend, there 
will be no kickoffs as a nod to 
player safety and one of many 
twists to make games faster. 

There will be plenty of other 
differences between the NFL and 
the AAF, which was founded by 
Bill Polian, a Hall of Famer and 
former NFL general manager, 
and Charlie Ebersol, a longtime 
TV and film producer. 

Among them will be a ninth 
member of the officiating crew, 
called a SkyJudge who will be in 
the press box and can instantly 
correct “obvious and egregious” 
officiating errors, like the one that 
marred the NFC championship 
game. Overtime will be different, 
too. 

The AAF opens Saturday with 
the San Diego Fleet visiting the 
San Antonio Commanders and 
the Atlanta Legends at the Orlan¬ 
do Apollos. Games continue Sun¬ 
day with the Memphis Express 
visiting the Birmingham Iron and 
the Salt Lake Stallions at the Ari¬ 
zona Hotshots. 

Those games will start without 
kickoffs. There will still be a coin 
toss, with the winner deciding 
whether to receive or defer. The 
team that gets the ball will simply 
send out its offense to start from 


its 25. 

“The players got used to it very 
quickly,” Pereira said in a phone 
interview from his home in Sac¬ 
ramento. “It’s a bit of a timesaver. 
Our goal is to play in 2 1/2 hours.” 

Perhaps the most timely change 
is the SkyJudge, who is able to 
use real-time technology to cor¬ 
rect clear errors involving player 
safety anytime during a game and 
pass interference inside of five 
minutes left in the fourth quarter. 

The SkyJudge was already in 
place before the non-call late in 
the NFC championship game that 
pretty much cost New Orleans a 
spot in the Super Bowl. NFL of¬ 
ficiating chief A1 Riveron called 
Saints coach Sean Payton after 
the game and admitted the game 
officials missed the helmet-to-hel- 
met hit and pass interference 
penalty by Rams defensive back 
Nickell Robey-Coleman. 

Pereira said it was modeled in 
part after the college targeting 
rule, which allows replay to step 
in and call targeting even if was 
not called on field, or take it off if 
was called but wasn’t not really 
targeting. 

“If you get a helmet-to-helmet 
spear and it’s not called on the 
field, it can be picked up by the 
ninth official,” Pereira said. “He 
has the ability to do it in real time. 
It doesn’t go to replay. ... He can 
call down to the field and say, 'Hey, 
spearing on No. 33 of Birming¬ 
ham, 15-yard penalty, let’s go.’ 

“It’s correcting errors on the 
field by another member of the 
officiating crew without having to 
go to replay to do it and having a 
three-minute stoppage to do it.” 

If the SkyJudge gets a quick 
replay, he could view it before the 
ball is snapped. They just can’t 
delay the next snap. 

Also gone are onside kicks and 
point-after kicks. When teams 


score touchdowns, they must try a 
two-point conversion. Field goals 
are still OK, except in overtime. 
The play clock will be reduced 
from 40 seconds to 35 seconds. 
The AAF will also go back to the 
original NFL replay scheme of 
giving each team two challeng¬ 
es, and that’s it. That means no 
time-consuming video reviews 
for turnovers and touchdowns. 

While onside kicks are out, “on¬ 
side conversions” are in, if a team 
is trailing by 17 points or for ei¬ 
ther team inside of five minutes 
remaining in the game. 

So, rather than trying an on¬ 
side kick, a team must convert a 
fourth-and-12 from its 28 in order 
to keep the ball. 

Pereira said teams like that 
change, too. 

“It was an exciting play in these 
preseason games. You get one play 
and if you reach the 40, you keep 
ball. If not, the ball goes over to 
the other team. It can be punitive. 
If you your throw an incomplete 
pass, the receiving team gets the 
ball at the 28-yard line. At least it 
gives teams an opportunity.” 

In overtime, each team will get 
the ball once, first-and-goal from 
the 10. Teams have to score a 
touchdown and go for two points. 
Field goals aren’t allowed. The 
other team then gets a series and 
can either match the other team 
or win. 

Games can end in ties. 

“What’s nice is we’re exper¬ 
imenting with things the NFL 
has talked about,” Pereira said. 
“In preseason games these 
changes proved effective. We 
had points. 

“No disrespect to 13-3,” he 
said, referring to New En¬ 
gland’s win against the Los An¬ 
geles Rams in the lowest-scor¬ 
ing Super Bowl ever, “but we’d 
much rather see 31-28.” 


By Howard Fendrich 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON— Already 
done for this season after one 
operation, Washington Wizards 
point guard John Wall now will 
miss most — if not all — of next 
season, too, because he needs 
surgery on his left Achilles ten¬ 
don, which he tore in a fall at 
home. 

Wizards team doctor Wiemi 
Douoguih said Tuesday in a 
conference call with reporters 
that he discovered the partial 
rupture of the tendon during 
a procedure done Monday to 
address an infection from the 
operation on Wall’s left heel on 
Jan. 8. 

The 28-year-old Wall’s Achil¬ 
les surgery has not been sched¬ 
uled yet. Douoguih said it prob¬ 
ably will be next week. 

Wall, whose game is built 
around his speed and ability to 
drive to the basket, is expected 
to be able to return to what the 
team called “full basketball ac¬ 
tivities” about a year after that 
operation. Douoguih estimated 
the recovery range for Wall’s 
injury, “at John’s age,” to be 
from 11 to 15 months. 

There is no way to know what 
sort of player Wall will be when 
he returns, Douoguih said. 

“Unfortunately,” he added, 
“we don’t have a lot of data on 
elite NBA point guards with 
tendon ruptures.” 

Douoguih said Wall was not 
wearing his walking boot — 
which is OK while at home — 
when he slipped and tumbled 
on Jan. 29. 


“He never heard a pop,” 
Douoguih said. “He had a slight 
increase in discomfort.” 

So the Achilles problem 
wasn’t known until Monday. 

Wall was the No. 1 overall 
pick in the 2010 NBA draft out 
of Kentucky and was an All- 
Star each of the past five sea¬ 
sons. But a series of injuries 
will have robbed him of much 
of what usually are a player’s 
prime years. 

He appeared in only 32 
games this season, averaging 
20.7 points and 8.7 assists. Last 
season, when he had an op¬ 
eration on his left knee, Wall 
played in 41 of Washington’s 82 
games. He also had surgery on 
both knees before the 2016-17 
season. 

The Wizards have tried to 
build a roster around him, and 
Wall’s $170 million, four-year 
contract extension kicks in next 
season. 

The news might change the 
way the club approaches Thurs¬ 
day’s trade deadline, because 
while this season was basical¬ 
ly a throwaway after injuries 
to Wall, Dwight Howard and 
Markieff Morris, the uncertain¬ 
ty surrounding the point guard 
for next season makes the fran¬ 
chise’s future even harder to 
assess. 

After a 137-129 loss at home 
against the last-place Atlanta 
Hawks on Monday night, the 
Wizards are 22-31 and tied for 
10th in the Eastern Conference. 

Washington plays at the 
East-leading Milwaukee Bucks 
on Wednesday night. 
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NHL roundup 

Bruins' Bergeron scores twice in birthday win 


Associated Press 

BOSTON — Patrice Bergeron 
told his Boston teammates that all 
he wanted in his 1,000th career 
game was for the Bruins to come 
out of it with two points. 

The Bruins did, as did 
Bergeron, who scored twice in 
Boston’s 3-1 victory over the New 
York Islanders on Tuesday night. 

“It’s been a fun ride. It was 
a special game that way,” said 
Bergeron, only the fifth player 
in Bruins’ history to play 1,000 
games for the club. 

Bergeron scored early in the 
second period and added an emp- 
ty-netter in the final minute to cap 
off the night. 

“Did you really expect any¬ 
thing else? That guy just steps 
up in every situation,” said Brad 
Marchand, who assisted on both 
of Bergeron’s goals. “You know 
he’s going to have a big game on 
a milestone night like tonight. It 
was great to see. He’s one of the 
top players in the game for a rea¬ 
son.” 

Marchand made sure Bergeron 
got a keepsake from the night 
when he skated out to the blue 
line and retrieved the puck after 
Bergeron’s first goal put Boston 
up 1-0 at 2:32 in the first period. 

David Pastrnak also assisted on 
both goals for Bergeron, passing 
up an empty-net opportunity and 
leaving the puck for Bergeron to 
tap in with 55 seconds left. 

“I saw him look back and I was 
like ‘oh no, he’s going to drop 
it,’ but we were definitely alone 
and I very much appreciated it,” 
Bergeron said. 

Peter Cehlarik also scored and 
Tuukka Rask stopped 28 shots for 
the Bruins, who handed the Met¬ 
ropolitan Division-leading Island¬ 
ers their first regulation loss in 
more than three weeks. 

Jordan Eberle scored for the 
Islanders and Robin Lehner fin¬ 
ished with 24 saves as New York’s 
run of eight straight games with a 
point came to an end. The Island¬ 
ers entered the game with a 6-0-2 
stretch since a 2-1 loss to the New 


York Rangers on Jan. 12. 

“We had a couple good looks 
and Tuukka made some good 
saves,” Eberle said. “They’re a 
good team over there. They don’t 
give you much. We definitely had 
our opportunities, though.” 

The Islanders were just 1 for 5 
on the power-play, failing to score 
on a great chance in the third 
when Boston’s Matt Grzelcyk was 
called for two minors — tripping 
and slashing — on the same play 
with 11:41 left. 

“At the end of the day we 
could’ve used another one, but 
give them credit. They killed it 
off,” Islanders coach Barry Trotz 
said. 

Capitals 3, Canucks 2: T.J. 
Oshie scored as part of a domi¬ 
nant performance, Braden Holt- 
by made 30 saves and stopped a 
penalty shot, and host Washington 
beat Vancouver in Jay Beagle’s 
return to his old home arena. 

Alex Ovechkin assisted on 
Oshie’s 16th goal of the season to 
pick up his 1,180th career point 
and become NHL’s career scoring 
leader among Russian players. 
Ovechkin went into the game tied 
atop that list with former team¬ 
mate Sergei Fedorov. 

Holtby made 13 saves and de¬ 
nied Bo Horvat on a penalty shot 
in a busy second period to help 
the struggling Capitals pick up 
two important points. Holtby was 
run over by Horvat prior to Elias 
Pettersson’s goal with 7.6 seconds 
remaining and was attended to by 
a team athletic trainer before fin¬ 
ishing the game. 

Brett Connolly and Jakub Vra- 
na scored third-period goals for 
the defending Stanley Cup cham¬ 
pions, who had lost eight of their 
previous nine games. 

Sharks 3, Jets 2 (OT): Joe 
Pavelski scored a short-handed 
goal 2:49 into overtime to lead 
visiting San Jose over Winnipeg. 

Pavelski’s 29th goal of the sea¬ 
son came on a 2-on-l with Brent 
Bums after a Winnipeg turnover, 
giving the Sharks a three-game 
winning streak to start off a four- 


game trip. 

Logan Couture and Marcus So¬ 
rensen also scored for San Jose. 
Kevin Labanc had a pair of assists 
and Pavelski also had an assist. 
Martin Jones stopped 25 shots. 

Blake Wheeler and Mathieu 
Perreault scored for the Jets, who 
had their three-game winning 
streak snapped and their run of 
seven consecutive victories at 
home ended. Connor Hellebuyck 
made 35 saves. 

Hurricanes 4, Penguins O: 

Curtis McElhinney stopped 23 
shots, Brett Pesce and Jordan 
Martinook scored from way out, 
and Michael Ferland and Andrei 
Svechnikov poured it on late as 
visiting Carolina began a pivotal 
five-game trip with a victory over 
Pittsburgh. 

McElhinney collected his first 
shutout of the season and ninth 
of his 11-year career by stuffing 
Jared McCann and Jake Guent- 
zel with sprawling saves in the 
first period and never letting up 
as the Hurricanes picked up two 
big points as they try to stay in the 
mix for their first playoff berth in 
nearly a decade. 

Matt Murray made 28 saves for 
the Penguins but lost for the third 
time in four starts since the All- 
Star break. Pittsburgh struggled 
to generate any consistent offen¬ 
sive pressure against McElhin¬ 
ney while playing without injured 
star Evgeni Malkin, who missed 
his third consecutive game with 
an upper-body injury. 

Golden Knights 3, Lightning 2 
(SO): Alex Tuch scored the only 
goal in a shootout and visiting 
Vegas halted a four-game losing 
streak with a victory over Tampa 
Bay. 

Vegas got goals from Cody 
Eakin and Valentin Zykov in 
regulation. Marc-Andre Fleury 
stopped 24 shots. 

Brayden Point and Mathieu Jo¬ 
seph scored for the NHL-leading 
Lightning, and Andrei Vasilevs- 
kiy made 35 saves. Steven Stam- 
kos had two assists to give him 14 
points over his last 10 games. 


Kings 5, Devils 1: Tyler Toffoli 
scored twice in 35 seconds early 
in the third period to spark visit¬ 
ing Los Angeles. 

Toffoli, who had the overtime 
winner Monday against the Rang¬ 
ers, helped send the Kings to their 
third win in four games. Adrian 
Kempe, Dion Phaneuf and Ilya 
Kovalchuk also scored for Los 
Angeles. Jack Campbell made 29 
saves and Anze Kopitar had three 
assists. 

Pavel Zacha scored for New 
Jersey, and Keith Kinkaid stopped 
20 shots. 

Canadiens 4, Ducks 1: Bren¬ 
dan Gallagher had two goals and 
an assist, and host Montreal beat 
slumping Anaheim. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Phillip 
Danault also scored for the Can¬ 
adiens, who improved to 7-1-1 in 
their last nine games. Jonathan 
Drouin had three assists. Carey 
Price made 24 saves for his sixth 
straight victory — his longest 
winning streak since the 2016-17 
season. 

Captain Ryan Getzlaf scored 
for the Ducks, who have lost five 
in a row. Chad Johnson stopped 
28 shots. 

Predators 5, Coyotes 2: Craig 
Smith, Filip Forsberg and Ryan 
Ellis scored in the second period, 
and host Nashville beat Arizona to 
snap a three-game skid at home. 

Pekka Rinne made 24 saves as 
Nashville avoided being swept by 
Arizona this season, though the 
Coyotes did take the series 2-1. 

Roman Josi scored an emp¬ 
ty-net goal with 2:50 left and had 
two assists, Calle Jamkrok had a 
goal, and Ellis also had an assist. 

Sabres 5, Wild 4 (SO): Sam 
Reinhart scored the lone shootout 
goal and host Buffalo won for just 
the third time in nine games. 

Reinhart also had a goal and an 
assist in regulation for the Sabres, 
who led by two in the second peri¬ 
od before giving up Zach Parise’s 
tying goal with 1:37 left in the 
third. Linus Ullmark stopped 41 
shots through overtime in a game 
Buffalo never trailed. 


Jack Eichel set up two goals 
and C. J. Smith also scored. Buffa¬ 
lo’s once anemic power-play unit 
converted both opportunities on 
goals from Evan Rodrigues and 
Rasmus Dahlin. 

Blackhawks 6, Oilers 2: Pat¬ 
rick Kane had a goal and an assist, 
and visiting Chicago scored four 
goals in less than a three-minute 
span of the third period. 

Erik Gustafsson, John Hayden, 
Dylan Strome, Drake Caggiula 
and Dominik Kahun also scored 
for the Blackhawks, who have 
won five straight. Cam Ward 
stopped 25 shots. 

Leon Draisaitl scored both 
goals for Edmonton, which 
matched a season-high with its 
sixth-straight loss. Cam Talbot 
turned aside 23 of 27 shots before 
giving way to Mikko Koskinen, 
who made six saves. 

Blue Jackets 6, Avalanche 3: 
Josh Anderson scored the tie¬ 
breaking goal with 9:31 remain¬ 
ing, Sergei Bobrovsky stopped 
27 shots and visiting Columbus 
snapped a five-game skid by beat¬ 
ing Colorado. 

Pierre-Luc Dubois scored 
twice for Columbus, including an 
empty-netter. Oliver Bjorkstrand, 
Cam Atkinson and Alexander 
Wennberg also had goals. 

Nikita Zadorov, Samuel Gi¬ 
rard and defensemen Erik John¬ 
son scored for Colorado, which 
dropped its fourth straight and 
fell to 3-12-2 since Dec. 21. 

Blues 3, Panthers 2: Vince 
Dunn scored with 3:53 left to cap 
a third-period rally from a two- 
goal deficit and lift visiting St. 
Louis over Florida. 

Aleksander Barkov put Florida 
ahead 2-0 with a goal 30 seconds 
into the final period, but Colton 
Parayko, Ryan O’Reilly and Dunn 
brought St. Louis flying back for 
its third straight win. Dunn beat 
James Reimer with a shot from 
the slot. 

Jordan Binnington stopped 22 
shots for St. Louis. Henrik Borg- 
strom also scored for Florida, and 
Reimer made 31 saves. 


New coordinator, same offense for Mariota, Titans 


By Teresa M. Walker 

Associated Press 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Arthur Smith 
has worked for a several head coaches, in¬ 
cluding four with the Tennessee Titans so 
he knows as well as anyone just how much 
turnover quarterback Marcus Mariota has 
dealt with in the NFL. 

So while Smith represents more change, 
he and the Titans plan to keep things the 
same for Mariota’s sake. 

Smith will be the quarterback’s fourth 
different offensive coordinator and fifth 
play-caller heading into this fifth NFL 
season. So to prevent Mariota and his 
teammates from having to learn new ter¬ 
minology for plays and protections, Smith 
isn’t planning an overhaul of the playbook. 


“He’s already changed enough,” Smith 
said Tuesday. “So when he comes in here 
he’ll know exactly how we’re reading plays, 
he’ll know exactly how we’re calling plays. 
It just allows him to take another step.” 

Continuity and familiarity were major 
factors in Smith’s promotion from tight 
ends coach to offensive coordinator , re¬ 
placing Matt LaFleur—who was hired last 
month by the Green Bay Packers. Smith 
said he made clear his career goals includ¬ 
ed becoming a coordinator when talking 
with Titans coach Mike Vrabel, and the 
man who started coaching as a graduate 
assistant at his alma mater North Carolina 
said he has been very lucky. 

Mike Munchak hired Smith in 2011 as a 
defensive quality control assistant before 
switching him to offense. Smith assisted 


with the offensive line and tight ends in 
2013 and became assistant tight ends coach 
in 2014 under new coach Ken Whisenhunt. 
When Mike Mularkey replaced Whisen¬ 
hunt in November 2015, Smith took over 
the tight ends and coached the group 
through 2018 under Mike Vrabel. 

“I’ve always just tried to do a good job 
with the job that they gave me,” Smith said. 

Smith takes over at a crucial period. The 
Titans have gone 9-7 in three straight sea¬ 
sons with only one playoff berth to show for 
it, and Mariota is under contract only for 
2019 on his fifth-year option paying him 
$20.9 million. 

The Titans need to know how much more 
they should invest in Mariota, who missed 
three starts including the season finale with 
a playoff berth on the line in 2018 and is 


27-28 as a starter in his career. Mariota had 
his fewest yards passing with 2,528 yards 
last season and only 11 touchdown passes 
while being sacked a career-high 42 times. 

While Smith won’t be changing the 
terminology, he said there are offensive 
changes on the horizon. 

Smith believes the best way to get the 
most out of Mariota is by improving the 
entire offense, and the Titans have plen¬ 
ty of room for that after ranking just 25th 
in total yards, 29th in yards passing and 
27th in points scored. That’s why the Ti¬ 
tans aren’t changing the language or the 
offense allowing them to start work faster 
April 15 for the offseason program. Smith 
made clear there are lots of variations in 
the offense, allowing flexibility for specific 
game plans. 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


Top-ranked Volunteers win 17th straight 


By Steve Megargee 

Associated Press 

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — Tennessee has 
matched the longest winning streak of Rick 
Barnes’ 32-year head coaching career. 

Admiral Schofield and Grant Williams 
scored 13 points each as the top-ranked 
Volunteers defeated Missouri 72-60 on 
Tuesday night to earn their 17th straight 
victory, extending a school record. Barnes’ 
only other 17-game winning streak came 
in 2009-10 at Texas. 

“You’ve got to give these guys credit,” 
Barnes said. “They’ve done the work, put it 
in. Now we’re getting toward the end of the 
regular season, we’re halfway through the 
conference season, I guess. It’s only going 
to get tougher, and I think we know that.” 

The Vols (21-1, 9-0 SEC) want to make 
sure the similarities to that Texas team 
end there. That 2009-10 Texas squad start¬ 
ed 17-0 and earned a No. 1 ranking but 
finished 24-10 with a first-round NCAA 
Tournament loss. 

Tennessee extended the longest active 
Division I winning streak by spoiling Mis¬ 
souri coach Cuonzo Martin’s return to 


Knoxville. 

Martin coached Tennessee to a 63-41 
record from 2011-14 but never complete¬ 
ly won over the fan base. He left for Cali¬ 
fornia after leading the Vols to an NCAA 
regional semifinal appearance, turning 
down an offer of a raise and an extension. 

Although Martin had split two meetings 
with Tennessee since taking over Mis¬ 
souri’s program in 2017, neither of those 
games was in Knoxville. Before the open¬ 
ing tip, a “Thank You Cuonzo: Welcome 
Back to Rocky Top” message appeared on 
the video board. 

“It felt good,” Martin said. “A lot of good 
relationships, and I’ve maintained those. 
You try to keep it within a game, but it was 
good emotions for me. It really was.” 

Jordan Bowden had 12 points and Jor¬ 
dan Bone added 11 for Tennessee. Bone 
also had seven assists. 

Javon Pickett scored 12 points, Jordan 
Geist had 11 and Xavier Pinson added 10 
for Missouri, which lost for the fourth time 
in the last five games. 

Tennessee earned this latest win even as 
Barnes conceded his team looked lethargic 


at times. 

“I don’t know if it was because it was a 
9 o’clock game or what, but it kind of felt 
like everybody was tired or something like 
that,” Bowden said. “But it’s just about us 
going about our business and doing what 
we’ve got to do.” 

Missouri (11-10, 2-7) made five straight 
shots to take an early 17-13 lead and then 
missed 16 of its next 17 shots as Tennessee 
went on an 18-2 spurt. 

After trailing by as many as 12 in the 
first half, Missouri chipped away and got 
Tennessee’s lead down to 39-35 after Jer¬ 
emiah Tilmon’s tip-in with 18:29 left. Ten¬ 
nessee responded by scoring 11 straight 
points and stayed in front by at least eight 
points the rest of the way. 

“It wasn’t for us about playing the No. 1 
team,” Martin said. “It was a team in our 
league, a talented team, an experienced 
team, battle tested. I thought the effort was 
there, but we just didn’t have enough.” 

Big picture 

Missouri: Tilmon’s ability to stay on the 


floor and avoid foul trouble offers encour¬ 
agement for the rest of the season. Tilm- 
on played just nine minutes before fouling 
out of an 87-63 loss to Tennessee on Jan. 8. 
The 6-foot-10 forward had eight points, five 
rebounds and only two fouls in 27 minutes 
Tuesday. After struggling with foul trouble 
much of the season, Tilmon is averaging 
14.3 points over his last four games. 

Tennessee: The Vols’ bench got a boost 
from Yves Pons, who scored six points and 
had back-to-back baskets during Tennes¬ 
see’s 18-2 run in the first half. Pons, who 
made 13 starts before moving to the bench 
on Jan. 26, had gone scoreless in the previ¬ 
ous four games. 

Medical report 

Missouri guard Mark Smith missed a 
fourth straight game with an ankle injury 
Smith averages 12.6 points to rank second 
on the team. 

Up next 

Missouri hosts Texas A&M on Saturday. 

Tennessee hosts Florida on Saturday. 


College basketball roundup 


Illinois uses defense to stun No. 9 Michigan State 


Associated Press 

CHAMPAIGN, Ill. — Illinois 
coach Brad Underwood had tears 
in his eyes after his Illini upset 
Tom Izzo’s ninth-ranked Michi¬ 
gan State Spartans. 

“Michigan State is a great 
team, and Tom is a great coach,” 
Underwood said. “They’re every¬ 
thing I want to be.” 

Ayo Dosunmu scored 24 points, 
and the Illini used its swarming 
defense to shock the Spartans. 
Illinois forced 24 turnovers by 
Michigan State, including 17 in 
the first half. 

Fans stormed the court after 
the Illini dribbled out the final 9 
seconds of the game. 

“I mean, it’s just one of 20 (Big 
Ten games), I know,” Underwood 
said. “But man, it’s also more 
than that, you know? It feels like 
one of those defining moments, I 
think, where we found out who we 
are.” 

Giorgi Bezhanishvili scored 
16 for Illinois (8-15, 4-8 Big Ten), 
and Trent Frazier added 15 as the 
Illini handed the Spartans (18-5, 
9-3) their third straight loss. 

“I think that first half was as 
good a defensive effort as I have 
ever coached,” Underwood said. 
“It led to some really good offense 
for us.” 

Cassius Winston led the Spar¬ 
tans with 21 points. Xavier Till¬ 
man added 16. 

Izzo was steamed enough after 
the loss that he credited his team 
with four more turnovers than it 
actually committed. 

“Illinois played hard. I’ll give 
them credit for half of the turn¬ 
overs,” Michigan State coach 
Tom Izzo said. “But we had, what, 
28 turnovers? Something like 
that. I mean, that’s completely ri¬ 
diculous and that’s all on us.” 


Illinois went 22-for-43 from the 
field (51.2 percent), while Mich¬ 
igan State was 26-for-58 (44.8 
percent). 

No. 2 Duke 80, Boston Col¬ 
lege 55: The No. 2 Blue Devils 
have the highest-scoring duo in 
the country — and if Cameron 
Reddish can stay hot, yet another 
effective scoring option. 

Reddish scored 24 points, help¬ 
ing host Duke pull away to beat 
the Eagles. 

Zion Williamson had 16 points 
and a season-best 17 rebounds, 
RJ Barrett finished with 19 points 
and Tre Jones added 11 points for 
Duke (20-2, 8-1 Atlantic Coast 
Conference). Williamson and 
Barrett average a combined 45.4 
points — the most by two team¬ 
mates in Division I. 

Reddish averages 13 but is ca¬ 
pable of putting up big numbers, 
too. This was his fifth 20-point 
game. 

“Obviously, we’ve got a great 
team around me,” Reddish said. 
“Everybody can contribute. To¬ 
night was just my night, and I was 
making shots. It happens.” 

The Blue Devils overcame 
some shaky early shooting by 
shooting 63 percent after half¬ 
time to claim their sixth straight 
win, and they will be no worse 
than tied for first in the league 
standings when they visit No. 3 
Virginia on Saturday night. 

Jordan Chatman scored 16 
points while North Carolina na¬ 
tive Ky Bowman finished with 11 
— he averages 20.8 — on 5-for-17 
shooting while facing constant 
pressure from Jones. BC (11-10, 
2-7) gave Duke fits for a half be¬ 
fore fading down the stretch of its 
third straight loss. 

“They ramped it up all over 
the floor,” coach Jim Christian 


said. “We knew that. We need¬ 
ed to meet their intensity, and I 
thought the first five minutes of 
the second half, all the things we 
did really, really well in the first 
half, we didn’t do well on the de¬ 
fensive end.” 

Reddish finished one point 
shy of his previous high, set 
Nov. 11 against Army, and this 
was his best game since scor¬ 
ing 23 at Florida State on Jan. 
12 and hitting the game-win¬ 
ning three-pointer in the closing 
seconds. 

He scored 10 points in less than 
four minutes, hitting two threes 
on three possessions. 

No. 5 Kentucky 76, South Car¬ 
olina 48: PJ Washington scored 
20 points, and the host Wildcats 
routed the Gamecocks for their 
ninth consecutive victory. 

Kentucky (19-3, 8-1 Southeast¬ 
ern Conference) shot just 41 per¬ 
cent but held the Gamecocks to 
just 28 percent in the second half 
and 36 percent overall. 

Washington fell short of his 
fourth consecutive double-dou¬ 
ble but posted his fourth 20- 
point game in the past five. Tyler 
Herro, Reid Travis each added 11 
points for the Wildcats. 

The Wildcats stayed within a 
game of the conference lead and 
improved to 28-2 at home against 
the Gamecocks (11-11, 6-3). 

A.J. Lawson and Tre Camp¬ 
bell each had 12 points for South 
Carolina. 

No. 7 Michigan 77, Rutgers 

65: Freshman Ignas Brazdeikis 
scored 23 points and the visiting 
Wolverines hit nine of their first 
11 shots in opening a big lead and 
beating the Scarlet Knights. 

Zavier Simpson added 14 
points, seven assists and seven 
rebounds as Michigan (21-2,10-2 


Big Ten) bounced back from a 
dreadful performance in a loss 
to Iowa to remain unbeaten in 11 
all-games against Rutgers (11-11, 
4-8). 

Jordan Poole added 15 points 
and Charles Matthews had 11 
in giving coach John Beilein his 
121st win in the conference for 
Michigan, a school record. 

Eugene Omoruyi, who spent 
a year in high school with 
Brazdekis in Ontario, Canada, 
had 21 to lead Rutgers. 

No. 8 North Carolina 113, 
N.c. State 96: Luke Maye scored 
a season-high 31 points to go with 
12 rebounds, and the host Tar 
Heels beat the Wolfpack. 

Freshman Coby White added 
21 points for North Carolina (18- 
4, 8-1 Atlantic Coast Conference), 
which swept the regular-sea¬ 
son set with their nearby rival 
for the 12th time in 16 seasons 
under Hall of Fame coach Roy 
Williams. 

UNC was in control all night, 
shooting 56 percent while dom¬ 
inating the glass and repeatedly 
getting to the line. 

Braxton Beverly scored 17 
points for N.C. State (16-7, 4-6), 
who were coming off a woeful 24- 
point showing in Saturday’s loss 
to Virginia Tech. 

St. John’s 70, No. 10 Mar¬ 
quette 69: Shamorie Ponds 
scored 28 points, including a go- 
ahead layup with 16 seconds left, 
to give the visiting Red Storm the 
victory over the Golden Eagles. 

The loss ended an eight-game 
winning streak for Marquette 
and was its first defeat at its 
new home this season after 14 
victories. 

Hauser scored 19 points and 
Howard 17 for Marquette (19- 
4, 8-2 Big East), which lost at St. 


John’s 89-69 on Jan. 1. 

Justin Simon added 19 points 
and Mustapha Heron scored 10 
for St. John’s (17-6,5-5). 

Kansas State 74, No. 13 Kan¬ 
sas 67: Barry Brown scored 18 
points, Xavier Sneed hit a crucial 
three-pointer with a minute to go, 
and the host Wildcats roughed 
up the Jayhawks to snap a frus¬ 
trating eight-game losing streak 
against their biggest rival. 

Sneed finished with 14 points 
and Dean Wade added 12 for 
Kansas State (17-5, 7-2), which 
not only maintained its place atop 
the Big 12 but dealt another tough 
road loss to Kansas. 

Kansas (17-6, 6-4) is just 1-6 in 
true road games this season. 

Dedric Lawson led the Jay- 
hawks with 18 points and nine re¬ 
bounds, but the league’s leading 
scorer was just 6-for-15 from the 
floor. 

No. 22 Florida State 80, Syr¬ 
acuse 62: Terance Mann scored 

22 points, Mfiondu Kabengele 
added 18 and the visiting Semi- 
noles beat the Orange. 

Florida State (17-5,5-4 Atlantic 
Coast Conference) won its fourth 
straight after starting confer¬ 
ence play with four losses in five 
games, including consecutive set¬ 
backs on the road to Boston Col¬ 
lege and Pittsburgh. 

Syracuse (16-7, 7-3 ACC) en¬ 
tered the game 2-3 against 
ranked teams, having beaten two 
on the road. But the Orange fell 
far behind early against the Sem- 
inoles, rallied to within a point in 
the second half and then fizzled at 
the end. 

Tyus Battle led Syracuse with 

23 points, Elijah Hughes had 17 
and Oshae Brissett had 16 points 
and 12 rebounds. 




Thursday, February 7, 2019 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 31 


FIVE SIGNS that it’s time to 

subscribe 


You’re stationed 
where you don’t speak 
the language and 
you need RELEVANT 
local news and 
information — 
pronto. 


I 


You’ve grown way 
past the soundbite 
and the “what, where, 
who” headline or 
Twitter post — you 
want to know WHY. 


Stars and Stripes Digital Access subscriptions provide unlimited 
access to Stripes.com plus the a great mobile app that works both 
on iPhone and iPad. 

Plus, your subscription supports our mission. For over 70 years, 
Stars and Stripes has provided America’s servicemembers with 
independent reporting on matters that affect them most: their 
leadership, government, healthcare, pay, housing, deployments, 
the VA — no matter where in the world they’re stationed — all 
from a vantage point inside the Department of Defense. 


To subscribe, visit stripes.com/diqital today! 

.AND,, 




/ 


STARSOSTRIPES. 



You've had enough 
of people with 
questionable 
credentials telling 
you what’s going 
on — you want a 
RELIABLE source. 


You don’t have 
the time to sift 
through a dozen 
news sources to 
get military news 
you can TRUST 
to be accurate. 












































Stars and Stripes Thursday, February 7,2019 


S PO RTS 


First-time 

champion 

Italy’s Paris claims men’s 
super-G, initial major title 


By Steve Douglas 

Associated Press 

ARE, Sweden — Dominik Paris 
shook his head as he crossed the finish 
line. The third skier to start in the su¬ 
per-G, he had made technical mistakes 
requiring some corrections near the end 
of his run and was sure he would be 
coming up short once again at a major 
championship. 

Not this time. 

The man from Italy’s “Last Valley” 
(Val d’Ultimo) became a world champi¬ 
on for the first time Wednesday to crown 
what was already the best season of his 
life. 

“It’s really a magical year,” said Paris, 
who finished 0.09 seconds ahead of two 
skiers tied for silver — Johan Clarey 
of France and Vincent Kriechmayr of 
Austria. 

Paris, a guitarist and singer for an 
Italian death-metal band away from the 
slopes, was promising a big party in the 
lively Swedish resort of Are later that 
night. After all, his only previous medal 
at a world championship or Olympics 
was a silver in the downhill in Schlad- 
ming, Austria, in 2013. 

But this victory had been coming. 
Paris, whose big, stocky frame makes 
him look like an old-school downhill 
skier, won the World Cup downhills in 
Bormio, Italy, and Kitzbuehel, Austria 
— considered the two toughest races on 
the circuit — over the last two months. 
He’s had six World Cup podium results 
overall this season. 

It completed a turnaround for a 
29-year-old late developer who, just over 
a decade ago, briefly turned his back on 
a promising youth career in skiing and 
spent a few months tending sheep in the 
Swiss Alps. 

“He is the best guy in the world bal¬ 
ancing the tactical side with the speed 
and the risk,” former Olympic super-G 
champion Kjetil Jansrud said of Paris. 
“This is a course where you need to have 
that ability to do that. He does that the 
best in the world, so it’s a fair and de¬ 
served win.” 

Kriechmayr, the top super-G racer in 
this season’s World Cup circuit, trailed 


Paris by nearly a half-second midway 
down after going out with the No. 9 bib 
but nearly clawed it all back the rest of 
the way — drawing applause from Paris 
in the leader’s spotlight. 

Clarey, meanwhile, was faster than 
Paris through the first two checkpoints 
but couldn’t match the Italian on the 
twisty lower section, during which Paris 
also needed to make corrections. 

At 38 years and 29 days, Clarey be¬ 
came the oldest medalist at a world 
championship, although that might not 
have been his most noteworthy accom¬ 
plishment. He managed to get on the 
podium despite travel difficulties that 
affected a slew of athletes ahead of the 
event and led to some countries calling 
for the super-G to be postponed. 

Clarey was forced to endure a sleep¬ 
less night at an airport in Stockholm, 
then had to take an eight-hour train up 
to Are on Monday. His skis didn’t arrive 
until Tuesday afternoon. 

“It wasn’t ideal preparation for the 
world championships, for sure,” said 
Clarey. “(The race) would have been bet¬ 
ter one day after, for me and the German 
team and for a lot of the guys. 

“But,” he added with a smile, “I can’t 
complain anymore.” 

Like Clarey, Olympic super-G cham¬ 
pion Matthias Mayer was also faster 
through the second interval. But he then 
flew wide off a jump and missed a gate. 

Norwegian great Aksel Lund Svindal, 
who is retiring after the worlds, man¬ 
aged to finish, but never felt comfortable 
and placed 16th in the next-to-last race 
of his career. He shrugged his arms after 
crossing the line. 

“It turned out to be a much more diffi¬ 
cult race than I expected,” said Svindal, 
whose final shot at another title to cap 
his illustrious career comes in the down¬ 
hill on Saturday. 

A lot was expected from the Nor¬ 
wegian team on a course set by one of 
its coaches but Jansrud, racing despite 
breaking two bones in his hand just two 
weeks ago, also struggled and placed 
22nd. 

“We are used to being 1-2-3,” Jansrud 
said, “but not today.” 



Alessandro Trovati/AP 


Italy’s Dominik Paris speeds down the course Wednesday during the men’s super-G at the alpine skiing 
World Championships in Are, Sweden. Paris won the race by .09 seconds. 
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